


^



W" 7

Mgtf|





A N

ACCOUNT
F

'DENMARK,
As it was in the YEAR 1692.

By the Right Honourable

Robert Lord Vifcount Moles worth.

Pauci prudentia, honefta ab deterioribus9
utUia ab

noxiis difcermmty plures aliorum eventls docen-

tur. Tacit, lib. iv. Ann.

Vlncit amor patriae Virg.

The Sixth Edition,

G L A $ G w.

Printed by R. Urie, MDCCLII.
Kj>



si

ABA»ISVL}.Z,V



[ m 3

T II E

PREFACE.
HEALTH and LIBERTY are, with;

out difpute, the greatefi natural blei-

fings mankind is capable ofenjoying : I fay na-

tural, becaufe the contrary ftates are purely

accidental, and arife from nature debauched,

depraved, or enforced. Yet thefe bleilings

are feldom fufficiently valued vvhilft enjoy-

ed; like the daily advantages of the fun and

air, they feem fcarce regarded, becaufe (b

common, by thofe that are in poiTeilion of

them.

But as an Italian, that pafles a winter in

Grocnland, will loon be convinced, through

his want of the kind influences of that glori-

ous planer, how much mifery he endures in

comparifon of thofe who dwell in his native

country; fo he that knows by experience

the trouble of a languishing (icknefs, or the

lofs of his liberty, will prefently begin to

have aright elteem of that which formerly he
fea'ree thought worth his notice.

This experience is either what a man
learns by that which bcfals himfelf, or by
making obfervarions on the condition of o-

ther people. The firft is the common guide
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iv PREFACE.
to the generality of mankind, who are not

apt to look beyond themfelves; unlefs, with
St. Thomas, they feel as well as fee, they

will not believe. Thus in the inftance of
bodily health, we find thofe, that have been
always accuffomed to it, havefearce any no-

tion of the mifery of the contrary (late, and
therefore are carelefs in fhunning thofe ex-

cedes which might bring difeafes upon them

;

rhe fad examples feen every day of mifer-

able fick debauchees being not fufficient to

deter others from lewdnefs. But the fecond

fort of experience is the inftructrefs of wife

men: for the prudent will not fail to benefit

themfelves by the accidents that befal to

others, both in their health and liberty, by
avoiding the occasions of them: and this is

one of the great advantages of fociety, that

not only the aiTiftance, but even the misfor-

tunes of others, may be of ufe to us.

Want of liberty is a difeafe in any fociety

or body politic, like want of health in a par-

ticular perfon; and as the be ft way to un-

derftand the nature of any diftemper aright,

is to confider it in feveral patients, fince the

fame difeafe may proceed from different

caufes; fo the dilorders in fociety are be ft

perceived by obferying the nature and effects

of them in our feveral neighbours: where-

fore travel feems as neceflary to one who
defires to be ufeful to his country, as practi-

cing upon other mens diftempers is to make
an able phyfician. For although a man may
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fee too frequently the mifery of Inch as are

deprived of health, without quitting his own
country, yet (thanks to providence!) he muff

go out of thefe kingdoms who would know,

experimentally the want of public liberty.

He that travels into a climate infected with

this dileafe (and he can find few that are

not) does not only fee, but in fome meafure

feel the grievances occafioncd by it in the

ieveral inconveniences of living, in fome

proportion with the natives; lb as to reliih

better, upon his return, (which we luppofe

depends upon his choice) the freedom and

eaie of his own home-conltitution, and may
make good ufe of this experience without

having paid too dear for it. But a man can-

not tranfmigrate himfelf for a while into a

diftempered body, as he may travel into an
enflaved country, with equal facility of get-

ting rid of each of them again.

Thus it is a great, yet rare, advantage to

learn rightly how to prize health without

the expence of being fick; but one may eafily

and cheaply grow ienfible of the true value

of liberty, by travelling into fuch countries,

for a feafon, as do not enjoy it.

And this can be done by no nation in the

world io commodioufly -as the Englifb : the

affluence of their fortunes, and eafmefs in

their private affairs, are evidently greater

than thole of other people of Europe ; fo

that, generally (peaking, none are in a con-

dition to ipend more freely,, or may propofe
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vi P R E F A C E.

ro reap greater benefit by travel; and yet

none have pra&ifed it lefs.

In other countries fame princes and men
of the firft quality may have purfes ftrong

enough to bear the /expense, but few of the

middling fort venture upon it; and thofeare

commonly either military men, who have o-

ther defigns in view than the knowlege of

the world; or the unfortunate, who chufe

it as a diverfion or a refuge, and who have

their heads too full of their own miferies, to

be at failure to make their obfervations on

others. And hefides, we often fee the like

arbitrary practices at home(they having been

always trained up in fervitude) do fofar vi-

tiate their reafon, as to put them out of a

capacity ofjudging aright; for it is not only

pofTible, but very ufual, that people may be

fb feafonedto and hardened in fiavery, as not

only to have loft the very tafte of liberty,

but even to love the contrary ftate; as men
over-run with the Spleen take pleafure in

their diftemper.

BuT'in England there are very many gen-

tlemen whofe eftates will afford them either

to travel in perfon, or to fend abroad fiich

of their fans, for four or five years, as have

the m'oft folidjudgments; in which time they

may acquire fuch manners, and make fuch

oblervations as fhall render them ufeful to

their country, and thereby advance their

private fortunes more than what is faved by

keeping them at home would amount to.
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The method which has been gcnerally

followed by us in fending young gentlemen

to travel, can hardly anfwer any of thefe

ends; on the contrary, it has hitherto been io

nnfchievous, that itis well travellinghas been

fo little in fafhion. We fend them abroad

children; and bring them home great boys,

and the returns the}' make for the ex-

pences laid out by their parents are kiitable

to their age. That of the languages is the

very beft; but the mod common is an affected

foppifhnefs, or a filthy diftafe, for which they

fometimes exchange their religion ; befldes,

the pageantry, luxury, and licentioufnefs, of

the more arbitrary courts have bribed them
into an opinion of that very form of govern-

ment: like idiots, who part with their bread

for a glittering piece of tinfel, they prefer

gilded flavery to coarfe domeftic liberty,

and exclaim again ft their old-fafhioned coun-

trymen who will not reform their conilitu-

tion according to the new foreign mode. But
the travelling recommended here is that of

men, who let out fo well flocked with the

knowlege of their own country, as to be able

to compare it with others; whereby they may
both fupply it where they find it wanting,

1

and fet a true value on it where it excels..

"With this help fuch travellers could not fail

ofbecoming ierviceable to the public, in con-

tributing daily towards the bettering of our
conftitution, though, without doubt, it be al-

ready one of the beft in the world.
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For it were as fond to imagine we need

not go abroad, an.' learn of others, becaufe

we have perhaps better laws and cuftoras al-

ready than, foreigners, as it were not to trade

abroad, becaufe we dwell in one of the plen-

tifulleff. parts ofthe world. But as our merch-

ants bring every day from barren countries

many ufeful things, which our own good one

does not produce, fo if the fame care were

taken to lupply us with exa&accounfs of the

conilkutions, manners* and condition, ofo-

ther nations, we might, without doubt, find

out many things for our purpofe, which now
our mere ignorance keeps us from being fen-

flble that we want. The Athenians, Spar-

tans, and Roman-s, did not think them (elves

too wife to follow this method; they were

at great expence to procure the laws of o-

thcr nations, thereby to improve their own;

and we know they throve by it, (ince few

governments ure lo ill conflituted as not to

, have fbme good customs. We find admir-*

able regulations in Denmark; and we read

ofothers among the favage Americans, fit to

ferve for models to the mod civilized Euro-

peans.

But although the conflitution of our go-

vernment were too perfect already to receive

any improvement, yet the bell: methods, con-

ducing to the peaceable confervation of its

prefent form, are well worth every Englifh-

man's enquiry; neither are thele io eafily to

be found in this age, which were judged fo
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difficult, (if not altogether impracticable) by
the greatefl of politicians in his time*. It is

true, the wiidom of our ancedors, or their

good fortune, has hitherto made thefe our

kingdoms an exception to his general maxim;

yet we all know how many grievous tempeds
(which as often threatened fhipwreck) this

veffel ofour commonwealth has undergone.

The perpetual conteds between the kings

and the people (whild thofe endeavoured to

acquire a great power than was legally due,

and thefe to preferve or recover their juft

liberties) have been the contending billows

that have kept it afloat; fo that all we pre-

tended to by the late Revolution, bought

with (b great expence, yet not too dearly

paid for, was to be as we were, and that e-

very one fhould have his own again ; the ef-

fecting of which may be called a piece of

good luck, and that is the bed can be faid of

it. But mud frequent bloodlettings be in-

difpenfably necefTary to preferve our con-

ditution? is it not pofTible for us to render

vain and untrue that iarcafm of foreigners,

who object to us that our Englifh kings have

either too little power or too much, and that

therefore we mult expert no fettled or lad-

ing peace ? mall we for ever retain the ill cha-

racter they give us of the mod mutable and

* Cunflas nationes et urbes populus aut primores ant fin*

gul'i regunt ; delecfa ex his , et conftituta reipubUcaeforma%

laudari fadlius quam even/re, vel Ji evemt baud diutnrns

efepotejl. Tacit. Jib. iv. Anna].
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inconflant nation of the world? which how-
ever we do not deferve, no more than Eng-
land does that of' regnum diabolorum, fo com-

monin unconfidering foreigners mouths. Me-
thinks a method to preferve our common-
wealth in its legal ffate of freedom, without

the neceffity of a civil war once or twice e-

very age, were a benefit worth fearching for,

thoughwe went to the farthefl cornersof the

world in queft of it.

Besides, the knowlege of the prefent

ftate ofour neighbour nations (which is befl

acquired by travel) is more incumbent on
the gentlemen of England than any others;

iince they make fo confiderable a part ofour

government in Parliament, where foreign

buflnefs comes frequently under coniidera-

tion, and at prefent more than ever.

It is none ofthe fmalleft advantages which
his majefly has procured us by his accefTion

to the crown; that we make a greater figure

in the world than formerly ; we have more fo-

reign alliances, are become the head ofmore
than a proteftant league, and have a right to

intermeddle in the affairs of Europe, beyond
what we ever pretended to in any of the pre-

ceding reigns: for it is a true, though but a

melancholy, reflection, that our late kings

half undid us, and breeding us up as narrow-

fpirited as they could, made us confider our-

felves as profcribed ftom the world, in every

fenfe toto dlvifos orbe Britannos. And in-

deed they had withdrawn us from the world
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fo long, till the world had almoft overlooked

us; we feldom were permitted to caft an eye

farther than France or Holland, and then

too we were carefully watched: but at pre-

lent matters are otherwife; we have a prince

that has raifed us to our natural ftation, the

eyes of moft part of the world are now upon
us, and take their meafures from our coun-

fels: we find every day occafion to inform

ourfelves of the ftrength and interefts of the

feveral princes ofEurope: and perhaps one
great reafon why we live up no better to the

mighty pod we are advanced to, nor main-

tain our character in it with greater reputa-

tion, is becauie our education has been be-

low it, and we have been too much locked

up at home, when we mould have been ac-

quainting ourfelves with the affairs of the

world abroad.

We have lately bought the experience of
this truth too dear, not to be now fenfible

of it. It is not very long ago fince nothing

was more generally believed, even by men
ofthe bed fenfe, than that the power ofEng-
land was fo unqueftionably eftablifhed at fea,

that no force could poffibly fh.ake it; that

the Englifh valour and manner of fighting

was fo far beyond all others, that nothing
was more defirable than a French war.

Should any one have been fo regardlefs of
his reputation, as at that time to have repre-

lented the French an over-match for the un-

ited forces ofEngland and Holland, or have
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faid that we fhould live to fee ourfelves in-

fulted on our own coafts, and our trade in-

dangered by them, that we fhould be in ap-

prehenfions every year of an invafion and a

French conqueft; fuch a venturefome man
mufthave expected to have patled for a very

traveller, or at befl for an ill-natured or un-

thinking perfon,who little confidered what the

irrefiftible force of an Englifh arm was. But
our late experience has reclaimed us from
thefe miftakes : our fathers and grandfathers

told us indeed thefe things when they were
true, when our yeomanry and commonalty
were every day exercifed in drawing the long-

bow and handling the brown-bill, with other

weapons then in ufe, wherein we excelled

all the world; but we have lived upon the

credit of thofe times too long, and fupercili-

oufly neglected our formidable neighbour

and enemy, whilft he was improving his

ftrength, and we, through the encourage-

ment and by defign of our late rulers, were
enervating our own.

The ecclefiaftics of moll: religions, who
are allowed to underftand and profecute their

own interefts befr. of any people, though

they be generally perfons whofe function ob-

liges them to a fedentary and ftudious courfe

of life, have not omitted to draw fuch advan-

tages from travel as conduce to their ho-

nour and profit. Thefe men, whofe conver-

fing with books makes them know more than

others, have yet found their account in fend-

ing
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ing fome ofthe mod judicious of their mem-
bers and fraternities to fetch home knowlege

and experience from the remoted parts ofthe

world. The college depropagandefide was e-

flabliflied under pretence; indeed of ferving

religion, but we know the founders of it are

no farther flaves to religion than it will be

ferviceable to them; neither was it fo much
through zeal for converfions, as to increafe

their revenues, and learn foreign politics in

church and date affairs. The Jefuits have
brought feveral maxims, as wellasfums, from
as far off as China and Japan; thereby im-

proving their knowlege, io as to outwit their

friends at home ; and by following their ex-

ample in this, I am fure we can run no ha-

zard, at lead of paiTing for fools. Thefe men
(vvhofe firm adherence to the mod exquifite

tyranny is manifed by their indefatigable en-

deavours in behalf of the French king's in-

tereds, as formerly of thehoufe of Audria's

whild it was in its height) have by thefe arts

LngroiTed tothemlelves the education of the
youth in all popifli countries. The Luther-
an prieds, who have an entire dependance
on their kings and princes, are intruded with
the like in thole countries which obferve the

confelTion of Ausburgh. They alio fend a*

broad fome of their hopefulled young du-
dents, feveral ofwhich may be met with at

Oxford, Cambridge, and Paris- the ufethey
make of travel being not only to improve
their knowlege in Iciences, but to learn fit me-

B



xiv PREFACE.
thods to pleafe their fovereigns at the ex*

pence ofthe people's liberties. Now in for-

mer ages, whiift the ecclefiaftics were both

ignorant and fcandaloufty wicked, they were
not efteemed by the laity, and confequently

had not fo much power to do mifchief: but

fince that through a reformation of manners,

and knowlege of the world, they have re-

covered credit, and that the reftored learn-

ing of Europe is principally lodged among
them, they have gained a much greater in-

fluence both on the opinions and pracYicespf

their difciples, and promoted a pernicious

do£lrine with all the fuccefs they themfelves

could defire. But the fame travel will af-

ford the beft antidote for this poifon, and

teach a gentleman, who makes right ufe of

it, by what fteps ftavery has within thefe laft

200 years crept upon Europe; moll ofthe

protectant, as well as popifh. countries, hav-

ing in a manner quite loft the precious jewel,

liberty. This cannot be attributed to any

more probable caufe than the enflaving the

fpirits ofthe people, as a preparative to that

of their bodies ;
for fince thofe foreign prin-

ces think it their intereft that fubje&s fhould

obey without reierve, and all priefts, who
depend upon the prince, are for their own
fakes obliged to promote what he efteems his

intereft; it is plain, the education of youth,

on which is laid the very foundation-ftones

ofthe public liberty, has been of late years

committed to the fole management of ilich
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as make it their bufinefs to undermine it;

and mn ft needs do fo, unlefs they will be

faife to their fortunes, and; make the chara-

cter ofprieftgive place to that of true patriot.

It isconfeflcdthat in their fchools and uni-

verfities excellent rules for attaining langua-

ges and feiences are made ufe of with great-

er fuccefs than any heretofore: thofe youths

efpecially, who have been bred among the

Jefuirs, arejuftly remarked to excel others

of equal parts -inftrucled elfewhere: but ftill

this is only a training up in the knowlege of

words and languages, whereofthere is feldom

any occafion, as if the pupils were intended

to be made fchool-raafters; whilft the weigh-

tier matters of true learning, whereof one

has occafion every hour, fuch as good prin-

ciples, morals, the improvement of reafon,

the love of juilice, the value of liberty, the

duty owing to one's country and the laws,

are either quite omitted, or flightly paded
over. Indeed they forget not to recommend
frequently to them what they call the queen
of all virtues, viz. Submiflion to luperiors,

and an entire blind obedience to authority,

without inftructing them in the due meafures
of it, rather teaching them that it is without
all bounds. Thus the .fpirits of men are

from the beginning inured to fubjecYion, and
deprived of the right notion of a generous
and legal freedom, which few among them
(fo hardly are the prejudices of education
fhakcn oft) grow fenfible of, till they become

B 2
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of fonieage and maturity, or have unlearned,

by good company and travel, thofe danger-

ous pafTive doctrines they fucked in at the

fchools and universities : but moft have the

misfortune to carry thefe flavilli opinions

with them to their graves.

Had thefeeountries,whilft theywere free,

committed the goverment of their youth to

philofophers inftead of priefts, they had in all

probability preferved themfelves from the

yoke of bondage to this day; whereas now
they not only endure it, but approve of it

like wife.
c
lantu?n relligio potuitf

The Greeks and Romans inftituted their

academies to quite another purpofe; the

whole education of their youth tended to

rnake them as ufeful to the foeiety they lived

in as podible. There the}?
- were trained up

to exercife and labour, to accuftom them to

an a&ive life: no vice was more infamous

than floth, nor any man more contemptible

than he that was too lazy to do all the good
he could. The lectures of their philofophers

ferved to quicken them up to this: they re-

commended above all things the duty to

their country, the prefervation of the laws

and the public liberty; fnbfervient to which

they preached up moral virtues, fuch as

fortitude, temperance, juftice, a contempt

of death, etc. Sometimes they made ufe of

pious cheats, as Elyfian fields, and an afTur-

ance of future happinefs, if they died in the

caufe of their country, and even deceived
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their hearers into greatnefs: hence pro*

ceeded all thofe noble characters where-

with their hiitories are fo flocked: hence it

was that their philolbphers were defervedly

looked upon as fupports of the ftate; they

had their dependence wholly upon it; and

as they couldhave no intereft diftindl: from it,

they laid out themlelves towards the advan-

cing and promoting the good of it, infomuch

that we find the very good fortune of their

commonwealths often lafted no longer than

they did. The managers of our modern
education have not been quite fo public*

fpirited; for it has been, as I have fhewn,

for the moft part in the hands of men who
have a diftincT: intererft from the public;-

therefore it is not to be wondered at, if, like

the reft of the world, they have been byaf
fed by it, and directed their principal defigns

towards the advancing their own fortunes.

Good learning as well as travel is a great

antidote againft the plague oftyranny. The
books that are left us of the ancients (from;

whence, as from fountains, we draw all that

we are now matters of) are full of doctrines,

fentences, and examples, exhorting to the

conlervation or recovery of the public liber-

ty, which was once valued above life. The
heroes there celebrated 'are for the moft pare

fuch as had deftroyed or expelled tyrants
;

and though Brutus be generally declaimed
againft by modern fchool-boys, he was then

efteemed the true pattern and model of ex-

£3
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acl: virtue. Such was Cato of Utica, with

others of like ftamp. The more any per-

fon is converfant with good books, the more
fliall he findthe practices of thefe great men
in this particular founded upon reafon, ju>

ftice, and truth ; and unanimoufly approved

ofby mofi: ofthe fucceeding wife men which
the world has produced.

But inftead of books which inform the

judgment, thofe are commonly read in the

ichools abroad, wherein an elegancy of La-

tin and Greek ftile is more fought after than

the matter contained in them: fo that fuch

as treat a little boldly of public liberty occur

to the reading offew, and thofe grown men,

rather through chance or their euriofity,

than the recommendation of their inftru&ors.

It was not to learn foreign languages that

the Grecian and Roman youths went for fo

longr together to the academies and lectures

ef their philofophers. It was not then, as

now with us, when the character of a fcho-

lar is to be {killed in words ; when one who
is well verfed in the dark terms and fub til-

ties of the fchools paiTes for a profound phi-

lofopher; by which we feem fo far to have

perverted the notion of learning, that a mart

may be reputed a mod extraordinary fcholar,

and at the fame time be the raoft ufelefs

thing in the world ; much lefs was it to learn

their own mother tongues, the Greek and

Latin, which we hunt after fo eagerly fop

many years together, (not as being the ve-



P'R'EF'AC E. xix

hides of good fenfe, but as if they had fome

intrinfie virtue.) It was to learn how and

when to fpeak pertinently, how to acV, like

a man, to iubdue the paflions, to be public-

fpirited, to defpife death, torments, and re-

proach, riches, and the fmiles of princes as

well as their frowns, if they flood between
them- and their duty. This manner of e-

ducation produced men of another ftamp

than appears now upon the theatre of the

world ; luch as we are fcarce worthy to men-

tion, and muft never hope to imitate, till the

like manner of inftitution grows again into

reputation; which in enflaved countries it is

never likely to do, as.long astheecclefiafties,

who have an oppoflte interell, keep not only

the education of youth, but the confciences

of oLd men in their hands.

To ferve by-ends, and becaufe priefts

thought they fhould find their own account

in it>, they calculated thofe unintelligible do-

brines of pafiive obedience and jus dlvinum;

that the people ought to pay an abfolute o*

bedience to a limited government, fall down
and worihip the work of their own hands,

as if it dropt from heaven; together with Qi

ther as profitable doctrines, which no doubt
many are by this time afhamed of, though
they think -it below them to condefcend fp

far as to confefs themfelves to have been in

the wrong: for this notion ofjus divimun of
kings and princes was never known in thele

northern parts o£ the world till thefeiatter
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ages of flavery. Even in the eaftern conn-

tries, though they adore their kings as gods,

yet they never fancied they received their

right to reign immediately from heaven.

The (ingle example in fcripture fo much in-

filled on, viz. The reign of Saul over the

Jews, and SamueFs defcription of what a

king would be, not what he lawfully might
be, proves either nothing at all, or the con-

trary to what fome would have it: for be-

fides that there are many relations of fa£t in

the Old Teftament, not condemned there,

which it would not only be inconvenient,

but (infill for us to imitate ; whoever perufes

the whole flory of Saul and his fucceflbr,

will therein find more fubftantial arguments

againft the jus dlvhium and non-refiftance

than for it. But we fhall leave this, both

as being too large an argument for the com-
pafs of a preface, and as being already fully

handled by more able pens.

All Europe was in a manner a free coun-

try till very lately, infomuch that the Eu-

ropeans were, and ftill are, diftinguifhed in

the eaftern parts of the world by the name
of Franks. In the beginning, fmall territo-

ries, or congregations of people, chofe vali-

ant and wife men to be their captains or

judges, and as- often depofed them upon
mifmanagement. Theie captains, doing

their duty well and faithfully, were the ori-

ginals of all our kings and princes; which
at firfl# and for a long time, were every
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where elective. According to their own
warlike temper, or that of the people which

they governed, they (upon the fcore of re-

venge, ambition, or being overthronged

with multitudes at home) encroached upon
their neighbours, till from petty principalities

their countries waxed to mighty kingdoms;

Spain alone confuting of twelve or thirteen

till the other day, and one part of our ifland

of no lefs than feven. Each of thefe was
at firit made through an union of many pet-

ty lordfhips. Italy, from feveral fmall con>

monvvealths, was at length fwallowed up
by the emperors, popes, kings of Spain,

dukes of Florence, and other letter tyrants.

Yet it is to be remarked that the ancient

ftate of Europe is beft preferved in Italy

even to this day, notwithftanding the en-

croachments which have been there made
on the people's liberties; of which one rea-

son may be, that the republics, which are

more in number and quality in that fpot of

ground than in all Europe befides, keep their

ecclefiaflics within their due bounds, and
make ufe of that natural wit which provi-

dence and a happy climate has given them,

to curbthofe who, if they had power, would
curb all the world.

Every one ought to know how great the

rights of the people were very lately in the

elective kingdoms of Sweden and Denmark;
how Germany was freer than any other part

of Europe, till at length it was lorded by
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captains, (who in procefs of time grew prin-

ces and electors) and by bifhops with tem-

poral authority, who may thank Charles the

great, a very bigotted prince, for their dou-

ble fword of fleili and fpirit.

If it be objected that princes have acquir-

ed a right to be abfolute and arbitrary where
the fubjects have given up their liberties,

there are fome in the world who venture to

a.nfwer, that no people in their right wits,

that is, not guided by fear or tumult, can

be fuppofed to confer an abfolute dominion,

or to give away the feedom of themfelves

and their pofterity for all -generations; that

fu.ch a donation ought to be efteemed of no
greater validity than the gift of an eftate by

s child or a mad-man from his lawful fuecef

for; that the people can no more part with

their legal liberties, than kings can alienate

their crowns: that nothing which even the

reprefentative body of the people does,

which' fhall afterwards tend to the detriment

of the univerfality, can then be obligatory,

becaufe many things good and profitable at

the time of making thofe laws may be the

quite contrary afterwards; and as foon as

any Jaw grows apparently miichievous to

the whole body that made it, or their fuc-

ceObrs, it ought by them to be repealed, and
would certainly be fo in countries where
frequent free ailemblies of the dates are in

ufe. That ifthefe a(Temblies be hindered, or

corrupted by finifter practices, the obliging
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quality of fuch a law determines of itfelf

through its own nature , it being fuppofed that

the true reprefentatives of the people would

have annulled it, had they been permitted

to meet and act freely: that the acts of one

general parliament, though a free one, are

not prepetually obliging, fince that as well as

particular perfons is liable to miftakes; but

the acts of an eternal fucceflion of parlia-

ments, who make, confirm, change, or re-

peal laws at their pleafnre.

These are hard fayings in the opinion of

many; but thus much we are lure of, who-
ever goes about to deitroy or diminifh the

right of the people in the difpofal of the

crown, at the lame time fubverts their ma-

jellies title lo it: it is therefore feafonable

now or never to adert both; notwithfland-

ing the prevarication of thofe who dare act

under and receive benefit by this revolution,

which they contributed nothing to, but

which the people through God's afTiitance

procured for themfelves; yet will not dive

into the merits ofthe caufe, nor own the law-

fulness of the fact; but either cautiouily a-

void the argument, or, if it comes crofs their

way, mumble it as tenderly as the a Is did

the thrftle, which caufed the philofopher to

laugh, who never did it his life but that once.

So this manner of behaviour would move
both the laughter and indignation of all un-

derllanding perfons, lovers of their country's

legal liberties: for none are forced to fall
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under greater abfurdities, or to make more
terrible blunders in divinity, politics, and
good fenfe, than fuch as would fain reconcile

prefent intereft to their old beloved maxims:
res eft ridicula et nimis jocofa. Catull. But
heaven be praifed, the nation is almod freed

from the grofs error of that fiavifh doctrine,

in fpite of the endeavours of fuch as would
keep it alive, like hot embers covered over

with allies, ready to be blown up again into

a flame upon the firft occafion.

In RmTia and Mufcovy the government
is as tyrannical as in any of the more eaftern

monarchies. The priefts there have very

much contributed both to make and keep it

fb. To the end that the people may be

kept in the requifite temper of obedience,

none are permitted to travel upon pain of

death, except fuch as have fpecial licence,

which arc exceeding few; neither are any

gentlemen of thofe countries to be met with

abroad, but public mmifters and their reti-

nue. The canfe of this fevere prohibition

is, left fuch travellers fhould fee the liberty

of other nations, and be tempted to covet

the like for themfelves at home, which might

occafion innovations in the (late. The fame

reafon, which induces tyrants to prohibit tra-

velling, mould encourage the people of free

countries to pracYife it, in order to learn the

methods of preferving that which once loft

is very difficultly recovered; for tyranny

ufually deals upon a ftate by degrees, and

is,
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is, as a wife man faid, like a he#ic fever,

which at frit is eafy to be cured, but hardly

can be known; after it is thoroughly known,

it becomes almoft. incurable. Now travel

bed of all other methods difcovers (at leaf!

expence) the fymptoms of this pernicious

difeafe, as well asitsdifmal effects whengrown
to a head; and it is certainly of greater im-

portance to understand how to preferve a

found conflitution, than how to repair a craz-

ed one, though this alio be a beneficial piece

of knowlege.

In our own univerfities, which are with-

out controverfy the belt in the world, whe-

ther we confider their revenues, their build-

ings, or their learning, there are travelling

fellowships eflablifhed; which, in a country

where the clergy's interefl is not diflincl:

from that of the laity, is fo far from being

prejudicial to the legal liberties ofthe people,

that it tends to the conservation of them:

for fuch worthy men, as are employed a-

broad, may bring home generous notions of

liberty, and make admirable remarks on the

contrary ftate; which being inculcated from

the pulpit, and enforced by the learned ar-

guments of able divines, muft needs over-

throw thole iervile opinions, which of late

have been too much backed by God's au-

thority, almoft to the ruin of a free people.

I do not hereby mean to reflect on the

order which generally has the government
of our yoiith; we have had the experience

C
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of many among them who have given proof

of a freer education and ufeful learning:

and without queftion the chief pofts of the

gown of both kinds were never better filled

than at prefent. I only lament the ill con-

trivance of their conftitution; for while in-

tereft draws one way, and honefty another;

when a man may make his fortune by for-

getting his duty to his country, but mall al-

ways flick at mark while he ferves it; it is

fcarcely to be hoped men ihould hold out

againft fuch temptations, unlefs they be

more gifted with honefty than the generali-

ty of mankind are. And fince they conti-

nue (till upon the fame bottom, it muft be

expected the fame, or other as mifchievous

doctrines, will every day be broached;

whereas if they were once fet upon the

fame foot the philofbphers of old were, if

honefty and the duty to their country were

made their private intereft, and the way to

thrive; we mould foon fee them ihift hands,

and the fpirit of thofe philofbphers revive

again in them.

The conftitution of our univerfities, as

to learning, feems as unfortunately regulat-

ed as it is to politics. We receive the dire-

ctions of our ftudies there, from ftatutes

made by thofe who underftood nothing of »

the matter, who had a quite different notion

and tafte of learning from what the world

has at prefent. Ic feems as ridiculous to

take patterns for the genteel learning of this
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age from the old fafhioned learning of the

times wherein the univerfity (tatutes were

compiled, as it would be for one who would
appear well d reded at court, to make his

cloths after the mode in Henry the VlII's

day: butitis ofinflnitely worfeconfequence;

for the prejudices and wrong notions, the

ftiffnefs and pofitivenefs in opinion, the liti-

gioufnefs and wrangling, all which the old

philofophy breeds, befides the narrow-fpirit-

ednefs, and not enduring of contradiction,

which are generally contracted by a mona-
dic life, require a great deal of time to get

rid of; and, until they be filed off by con-

verfation in the world abroad, a man's learn-

ing does but render him more ufelefs and
unfit for fociety.

I dare appeal to common experience,

whether thofe excellent men that of late

years have been preferred in our church,

than which fet of divines England fcarce

ever knew a better, be not for the mod: part

fiich as have been very converfant with the

world ; and if they have not all travelled out of
this kingdom, have atleadfpentthe bed: part

of their days in this epitome of the world,
the city ofLondon, where they have learned

Chriftian liberty as well as other Chriftian

virtues. The great difference between thefe

and others of narrow opiniatre tempers,

caufed by their monk-like education, is dis-

cernible by every body; and puts it out of all

doubt, that fuch wrho have feen mod, of

C 2
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what profeflion foever they be, prove the

moft honeft and virtuous men, and fitted: for

human fociety : thefe embrace better notions

relating to the public, weigh opinions before

they adhere to them, have a larger flock of

chanty, a clearer manner of diftinguifhing

between juft and unjuit, underftand better

the laws of our own land, as well as the pri-

vileges and frailties of human nature; and all

this in a degree far excelling the moft zeal-

ous learned religious perfon who has been

brought up in his cell, and is therefore what
we call a bigot, ftiff in an opinion, merely

becaufe he has been ufed to it, and is afham-

ed to be thought capable of being deceived.

Lawyers, vvhofe manner of breeding is

much abroad in the world, and who are ufed

to promilcuous eonverfation, have been ob-

ferved in moft places tcrbe great favourers of

liberty, becaufe their knowlege of ancient

practice, and the juft title which the people

have to their privileges, which they meet
with every where in their courfe of reading,

makes them lefs fcrupulous of committing

what forne divines mifcall a fin in thofe that

endeavour to preferve Or recoverthem: the

oversights offome few gentlemen of this ho-

nourable profeflion are therefore the lefs ex-

cu fable j for I muft confefs, among Qther

things, that motto, *A T^eo Rex, a Rege
Lex*, wherein the divine right of the impi-

* In January 1683, 3^ Gar. II. there was a call of

fifteenfsrjsants at law, who gave rings with this motto.
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ous will of a tyrant is as ftrongly afferted as

could be in the compafs ofa ring, has ocean*-

oned frequent reflections, not much in fa-

vour of thofe that made life of it.

Thus I have touched upon the manner

of education nece(Tary to the beginning and

finiihing a gentleman, who is to be nfefnl to

his country, which I fuppofe ought to be

the principal end of it. And I cannot but

believe, if in our fchoolsour youth were bred

up to underfland the meaning of the authors

they are made to read, as well as the lyntax

or the words; if there were as much care

taken to inculcate the good maxims, and re-

commend the noble characters the old hilto-

rians are io fuhof, as there is to hammer in-

to their heads the true grammar ofthem, and

the finenels of the phrafe; if in our universi-

ties a proportionable care were taken to fur-

nifh them with noble and generous learning :

.if after this they were duly informed in the

laws and affairs of their own country, train-

ed up in good converfationand uiefulknow-

lege at home, and than fent abroad when
their heads began to be well fettled, when
the heat of youth was worn off, and their

judgments ripe enough to make oblerva-

tion: I fay, I cannot but believe that" with

this manner of inftitution a very moderate
j

-undemanding might do wonders, and the

cominghome fully inilru&ed in the conftitu-

.tions of other governments,would make a man
^ut the more reiolute to maintain his own,

C 3
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For the advantage of a free government

above its contrary needs no other help to

make it appear, than only to be expofed to

a confiderate view with it: the difference

may be feen written in the very faces of the

feveral people, as well as in their manner
of living; and when we find nothing but

mifery in the fruitfulleft countries fubjecl:

to arbitrary power, but always a face of

plenty and chearfulnefs in countries natur-

ally unfruitful, which have preferved their

liberties, there is no further room left for

argument, and one cannot be long in deter-

mining which is mod eligible. This ob-

fervation is fo obvious, that it is hard for

any that travels not to make it; therefore

it is a fufficient reafon why all our gentry

fhonld go abroad. An Englishman mould,

be fliewn the mifery of the enflaved parts

of the world, to make him in love with the

happinefs of his own country; as the Spar-

tans expofed their drunken fervants to their

children, to make them in love with fobriety.

But the more poliflied and delicious

countries of France, Spain, or Italy, are

not the places where this obfervation may
be made to greateft advantage; the manner

of living, goodnefs of the air and diet, the

magnificence of the buildings, pleafantnefs

of the gardens, pompous equipage ofTome
• great perfons, dazzle the eyes of moft tra*

vellers, and caft a difguife upon the flavery

of thole parts; and as they render this evil
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[more fupportable to the natives, fo they al-

Iwfeoft quite hide it from the view of a cur-

fory traveller, amufing him too much from

|i confidering the calamities which accom-

pany fo much fplendor, and fo many natural

[bleffings; or from reflecting how much
more happy the condition of the people

would be with better ufage. But in the

northern kingdoms and provinces there ap-

pears little or nothing to divert the mind

from contemplating flavery in its own co-

lours, without any of its ornaments. And
fmce, for that reafon, few of our gentle-

men find temptation enough to travel into

thofe parts, and we have hardly any toler-

able relation of them extant, though we
have frequent occafions of being concerned

with them, I thought it might be of ufe to

publifh the following Account of Denmark,
which I took care to be informed of upon
the place with the greateft exaclnefs pof

fible, and have related fairly and impartial-

ly, which may (ave the curious the labour

and expence of that voyage.

That kingdom has often had the misfor-

tune to be governed by French counfels.

At the time when Mr. Algernon Sidney

was ambadador at that court, Monfieur

Terlon, the French ambaiTador, had the

confidence to tear out of the book of mottos

in the king's library, this verfe which Mr.
Sidney, according to the liberty allowed to

all noble Grangers,, had written in it

;
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"Manus haec inlmica tyrannts

Enfe petit placidam fub libertate quietem.

Though monfieur Terlon underftood not a

word of Latin, he was told by others the

meaning of that fentence, which he con-

sidered as a libel upon the French govern-

ment, and upon fuch as was then afetting up

in Denmark by French affifiance or example.

To conclude; a considering Englifh tra-

veller will find by experience, that at pre-

fent nothing is fo generally fludied by the

fovereign princes of the world, as the arts

of war, and the keeping of their own coun-

tries in the defired liibje&ion; the arts of

peace, whereby the increafe and prosperity

of their fubjecls might be promoted, being

either intirely neglected or faintly profecut-

ed. He will further be convinced what
great reafon he has to blefs providence for

his being born, and continuing yet a free-

man: he will find that the fecuring this in-

effimable bl effing to-himfelf, and tranfmit-

ting it to late profperity, is a duty he owes
to his country; the right performance of

which does, in a great ineafure, depend up-

•on a good education of our youth, and the

' prefervation of our conflitution upon its

true and natural bafis, the original contract:

all other foundations being falfe, rionienfical,

and rotten; derogatory to the prelent go-

vernment, and absolutely definitive to- thfc

legal liberties of the Englifh nation.

Sains-pofiulifitpntna-lcx ejhl'
" : iiZ
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As it was in the Y E A R 1692.

CHAP. I.

\Of the Territories belonging to the King of

'DENMARK, and their Situation.

F we confider the extent of the king of Den-

mark's dominions, he may with juftice be

reckoned among the greater! princes ofEu-

rope ; but if we have regard to the importance

land value of them, he may be put in balance

with the king of Portugal, and poiTibly be found

slighter.

His ftyle is, king of Denmark and Norway,

Jof the Goths and Vandals, duke of Slefwick and

JHolitein, Stormar and DLtmarfh ; earl in Olden-

burg and Delmenhorft ; all which countries he

(actually poffefTes either in whole or in part: fo

jthat except that of the Goths and Vandals, which

Ititle both he and the king of Sweden ufe, and
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which the crown of Denmark has retained ever

fince it was matter of Sweden (as we in England

do that of France) all the reft are fubftantial and

not empty titles.

My defign is to acquaint you with the prelent

ftate of thefe countries, and to offer nothing but

what I have either collected from fenfible grave

perfbns, or what my own knowlege and experi-

ence has confirmed to be truth.

Since the late wars, between that famous ca-

ptain Charles Guftavus of Sweden and Frederic III,

which ended in a peace, anno 1660, Denmark

has been forced to fit down with the lofs of all

its territories which lay on the other fide of the

Baltic fea ; Schonen, Halland, and Bleking, re-

maining to the Swedes, notwithftanding frequent

{buggies to recover them. Thefe three (efpecial.

ly Schonen) were the beft provinces belonging

to Denmark, and therefore are {till looked upon

with a very envious eye by the Danes : and foi

this very reafon it is reported, that the windows

of Cronenburgh caftle, whofe profpec"V. lay to-

wards Schonen, were walled up, that fo hateful

an object might not caufe continual heart-burn-

ings.

Denmark therefore, as it Is thus clipped, is al

prefent bounded on all fides with the fea, excepi

one fmall neck ofland, where it joins to Holfiein;

the German ocean wafhes it on the weft anc

northweft; the entrance into the Baltic, callec

the Categate, on the north and north-eaft; the Bal-

tic on the eafl j and the river Eyder on thefouth
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inrfiich,having its fourcevery near the tea, takes its

:ourle weft-ward, and falls into the ocean at Ton-

ngen, aftrong town of the duke of Hoiflein Got-

:orp : lb that if a channel were made of about three

Danifh miles from that river to Kiel, it would

:e a perfect ifland. I include in this accountthe

iutchy of Slefwick as part of Denmark, but not

.he dutchy of Hoiftein ; becaufe the former was a

ief of that crown, the latter of the empire.

All Denmark therefore, comprehending its

Hands, as I have thus bounded it, lies in length

between 54 £r - 45 min
- and 58 s r

* 15 min* north

.atitude, the breadth not being proportionable;

ind may at a large computation be reckoned to

amount to the bignefs of two thirds of the king-

dom of Ireland.

Norway, which "lies north from Denmark,

and is Separated from it by that fea which is ufual-

ly called the Categate, is a vaft and barren coun-

try, full of mountains and fir-trees. It reaches

from 59 to 71 degrees of north latitude; but is

very narrow in refpect to its length. It is bound-

ed on the weft and north by the ocean; on the

eaft by Sweden and the territories belonging to

lit; on the fouth by the lea lying between it and

Denmark. The fea is fo deep about it, that there

is no anchorage for ihips ; and therefore its coaits

are accounted the molt dangerous of any in Eu-

rope to run with in the night, or in a ftorm; on

[which if you chance to be driven, there is no e-

(caping, the more being all along high rocks, at
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the very foot of which one may find 200 fathom

water.

Hol stein-, which includes Ditmarfh and Stor-

mar, is bounded by thedutchy of Slefwick on the

north, the dutchy of Saxe Lawenburg on the

fouth-eaft, the river Elbe on the fouth-weft; the

reft ofit is warned by the ocean and Baltic fea.

It lies between the 54th and 55th degrees ofnorth

latitude.

Ol denb u r g and Delmenhorft are two coun-

ties in Germany that lie together, detached from

all the reft of the king of Denmark's countries;

the two rivers, Elbe and Wefer, and the dutchy

of Bremen, interpofing between them and Hol-

ftein. They are bounded on the north-eaft by

the Wefer, on the weft by Eaft-Frieftand and the

county of Embden, on the fouth by part of the

bifhopric of Munfter. They are a fmall territory

ofabout 3 5 Engliih miles in diameter ; the middle

of which is in the latitude of 53 degrees and a half.

The reft of the king of Denmark's territories,

not mentioned in the enumeration of his titles,

are the ifland ofFeroeand Ifeland in the northern

ocean ; Sr. Thomas, one of the Caribbee iftands

in the Weft-Indies; a fort upon the cor ft of

Guinea, called Chriftianfburg ; and another in the

Eaifc-Indies, called Trai r. He has likcwife

a toll at Elfleet upon the river Wefer.

Thus much may ferve in general touching the I

dominions of that kin?: which have this nreatin-

conveniency, fl ncd and

Separated from each other; it being certain, that

a



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 5
a ftatc which is confined by many principalities

is w.ak, expofed to many dangers, andrequires a

more than ordinary exptnee, as well as pruJence,

to prcferve it entire ; and it is to this principally

that the conquefts which the Swedes have gained

upon them may be aicribed.

CHAP. II.

OFT>ENMARK in f
ijkndtf zeal.:nt>.

THIS bang the molt confiderable, and in

value four parts in riee of all the territories be-

longing to the crown of Denmark, I fliail give

a more particular account of it than of the

reft. Others, I know, have given us the genea-

logies and luccerlion of its kings, ancient names,

inhabitants, com ..v.- ray bufineis is only

to inform how it ftands at this day, and to enter

no further into the former hiftory, or ;

>hy of the country, th^n is neceflary to the

underft; the preient ltate of it

Denmark then, properly fo called, confifts of

many iflands in the Baltic lea, and of that part of

the continent which is now cal ed Jutland: the

dutchy of Slefwick, which I reckoned in the for-

mer chapter as part of it, (hall be treated of by it-

fdf, becauie it is divided between the king .

the duke of Hoiitein Gottorp ; whereas theie .:-

bove-mentioned are wholly the king's. Jutland

is the biggelt and molt fertile country, but the

D
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iflands are more confiderable in regard of their fi-

liation, efpecially Zealand; becaufe Copenhagen,

the chiefcity of Denmark, is feated in it, and the

famous pafiage of the Sound is bordered by its

fhore, where, on the narroweft part, the town of

Elfinore flands : wherefore I (hall begin with a

description of them, and firfr of Zealand.

It is almoft of a circular figure, and contains

about 1 80 Engliih miles in circumference. I can-

not commend its fertility, there being no bread-

corn growing in any part of it except rye, which

indeed is in good quantity, and whereof moir, of

their bread is made. There are few meadows in

it, and yet there is no want of good hay : molt of

their graft, which is (hort and fweet, grows by

the fides of the corn fields, or in fome fcattered

fpots of marifh grounds. It has no rivers, nor a-

bove half a icore brooks that are able to turn a

mill ; to lupply this, there is a great number of

fine lakes fufficiently ftored with fi(h. The air is

but indifferent, efpecially in and near Copenha-

gen ; which is occafioned by the frequent fogs

and low fituation; yet colds of the lungs are very

rare here : this I attribute to the purenefs of their

firing, which is beechwood, the only fort of tim-

ber trees which abound in this ifland. About

one fourth part of it is foreft, lying open for the

king's hunting and his game, fuch as flags, wild-

boars, roe-bucks, etc. Thefe are fuch facred

things, that no body dares touch them, though

they find them in whole herds deftroying their

corn, to the infinite yearly damage of the poor

pealants.
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The face of the land is pleafant in many places,

abounding with little hills, woods and lakes, in a

very agreeable diverfity. For lea-ports, that mofl

excellent one belonging to Copenhagen muft

make amends for the want of them, not only in

this, but many other of the iflands ; there being

few others, that I know of^ capable of harbour-

ing a vefTel of 200 tuns.

Neither is this afenfible want, becaufe there

are no commodities in this iiland for exportation:

in good years, that is, wet ones (for the foil, being

altogether ftndy, requires frequent rains, -even

thus far north) there may be lome overplus of

rye ; and I have been told, that about forty years

ago, ten or twelve Dutch fly- boats found yearly

their lading at Kiog, a pretty flourishing town at

that time, within twenty Engliih miles of Copen-

hagen ; but of late they feem to be well fatisfied

if the product, ofthe iile maintains in this fort of

grain the inhabitants of it : not that the numbers

of thefe are increafed, but hufbandry is not £0

much encouraged now, as when the taxes of

the poor country people were lefs frequent and

grievous.

The cattle here are generally fmall and lean;

kept within doors feven or eight months in the

year ; where their feeding is partly hay, partly

brewers grains, roots, weeds, and fuch traili as

their owners can provide for them. In fummer-

time their beef is fweet and juicy ; but weather

mutton was a rare thing till of late ; nor is it com-

mon now, they being not ufed to geld their fheep;

D 2
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and therefore it was ufually eaten while it was

lamb.

The feeding of the commonalty generally

throughout all Denmark Is very mean ; the burgh-'

ers and citizens fuflaining themfelves with rye-

bread, falt-flefh, itock-fTfb, bacon, and very bad

cheefe ; mfcmuch that the infpectors ofour mar-

kets in England, who ufe to deftroy or lend to

the prifons all inch victuals as are not judged

wholfome, would, (ifthey found them no better

provided than at Copenhagen) go near to empty

the markets, and leave little to either buyer or

feller. The peasants live on roots, white-meats,

and rye-bread ; feldom tailing frefh filh, and

fcarce ever flefh, unlefs in fbme extraordinary fe-

ftivals, as on St. Martin's eve, when each family

in Denmark, without fail, makes merry with

aroafled goofe at flapper.

Here, and in all Denmark, are but two fea-

fcns of the year, winter and fummer; thole two

other more agreeable ones of fpring and autumn

not being commonly known ; the fpring never,

and the autumn feldom : you immediately leap

from extremity of heat to extremity of cold; and

Jo on the contrary, when winter is over, from

cold to heat. During the three months ofJune,

July, and Augufl, the heat is much more intenfe

than in England, and very fultry in the nights ;

but it is a gloomy heat, and people generally per-

ceive fbme interpofition ofthick vapours between

them and the fun. In Copenhagen, during thefe

three months, they are conflantly troubled with

the plague of flies, which they endeavour to de-
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ftroy by a poifbned water; upon the laying of

which in their kitchens and chambers, I have fett\

whole buOiels of dead flies fwept together in one

room.

The Baltic fea near this city is very ill ftored

with good fiLh, neither did I ever know any tea-

town of that confequence wor(e ferved with it

:

whether it be that the fea wants its requisite fait-

nets, (being rather to be eiteemed brackith than

fait) or that the people are not induftrious enougn

to take them ; but I rather believe the former.

The principal things of this ifland, and indeed

of all Denmark, are the city of Copenhagen, and

the paffage of the Sound. I will begin with the

city, the rather becaule when I have done with

that, I have, little more to fay ofany other in the

king of Denmark's dominions ; there being no o-

ther belonging to him much better than oui town

of St. Alban's.

Copenhagen 19 no ancient city, nor a very

large one. It approaches in bignefs nearefr to Bri-

ftol of any of our Englifh cities ; but it increases

in buildings every day, notwithfhnding the many
discouragements it lies under. The fortifications

of it inclofe a great deal more ground than is built

upon ; and many imall buildings, which upon a

farther increafe ofits riches, will be pulled down.

Its fituation for trade is one of the belt in the

world, becaufe of the excellency ofits port; (b

that without doubt, were Copenhagen a free city,

it would be the mart and ftaple of all the traffic of

the Baltic. This port is incloled by the bulwarks

of the town, the entrance into it being Co narrow,

D 3
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that but one fhip can pafs at a time ; which en-

trance is every night (hot up with a ilrong boom.

The citadel on one fide, and a good blockhoufe

well furnimed with cannon on the other, com-

mand the mouth of it. Within this haven rides

the navy royal, every fhip having its place aflign-

ed to it. A wooden gallery ranges round the

whole inclomre where the fleet lies, laid over the

water in fuch manner, that all the mips may be

viewed near at hand as eafily and commodioufly

as if they lay on dry land. This harbour is capaci-

ous enough to hold 500 fail, where neither wind

nor enemies can do them the leaft mifchief. The
road without is very good and fafe ; being fenced

from the fea by a large fand bank, on the points

of which float always a couple of buoys to direct

all mips that come in or go out. Here are no

tides to fear ; but always a fufricient depth of

water r fbmetimes indeed, according as the wind*

blow in or out of the Baltic, there fets a current;

but it is not frequent, nor dangerous. To con-

clude, this port may juftly be reckoned in all re-

flects one of the beft in the whole world.

The town is ftrong, being fituated in a flat

marHh foil, not commanded by any height. The

air is bad by reafbn of the ftink of the channels

which are cut through it. The works of it are

only of earth and fods, yet raifed according to

the rules of modern fortification, and in tolerable

good repair. The buildings, both in this city

and elfewhere, are generally very mean, being

cagework, and having the intervals between the

limbers filled up with brick. It is obfervable,
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that all the good public b<.ild'ngs in it, fuch as the

Change, Aifenal, Round-Steeple, etc. were built

by king Chriftian the fourth, the prefent king's

grandfather, and a very brave though not a for-

tunate prince ; who did more with lets revenues

than all the fucceeduig princes; the monarchy

being at that time neither hereditary nor abiblure,

He ufed often to lay, ' That he knew the purfes

' of his fubjecls would be always open for his and

' the kingdom's juft occafions ; and that he had

' rather they were his cam-keepers than a high-

1 treafurer, who might abufe him.' Although

the princijwl decorations of this town are owing

to him, yet he either forgot or delayed the build-

ing of a palace for himfelf and his fucceiTors, and

no body has undertaken itfince ; though certainly

in no kingdom is there greater occafion, this king's

houfe of refidence being for fituation, meannefs,

and inconvenience, the worft in the world ; and

as fingular for badnefs, as the port is forgoodnefs;

feveral of the noblemen, as his high excellency

Guldenlieu, the great admiral Juel, with others,

being infinitely better lodged than the whole roy-

al family. Yet to make amends for this, his ma-

jetty has near him an excellent flable of horfes;

and handlbme large gardens, with a good ga; den-

houfe, called Rofenburg, fome diftance from the

place, at the other end of the town.

CHAP. III.

Of the SOUNT>.
THE paffage or flreight called the Sound, or
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Ore found, which hasfo great a reputationin thefe

northern parts of the world, lies between the ifl-

and of Zealand and the firm land of Schonen,

On Denmark fide, where it is narrowett, ttands

the town of Elfin ore, and the ttrong fortrefs of

Cronenburg ; near which is a tolerable good road

for mips. On Sweden fide is the town ofHelfin-

burg with a demolished cattle, whereof only one

old tower remains, diffident to hold halfa dozen

great guns to repay the falutes of men of war

which pafs through.

Betwixt thele twd do pafs and repafs all vefc

fels that trade into the Baltic ; fo thaj: next that

of Gibraltar, one may juftly reckon this (height

the moft important and frequented of any in Eu-

rope. The lofs of Schonen, though it was con-

fiderable in regard ofthe largentfs and fruitfulneis

of the province, yet it was more (6 in refpetl to

the dominion of this great pafTage; for although

the Danes, by the treaty of peace, have exprefsly

retained their title to it, and receive toll from all

fhips that pafs except Swedes, yet they do not e-

fteem the fecurity ofthat title fo firm as they would

wiih ; for not being matters of the land on both

fides, they may have trie right, but not the power

to aflert it upon occafion, and feem only to enjoy

it at prefent according to their good behaviour

;

their ftionger neighbour the Swede being able

to make ufe of the firft opportunity given him to

their prejudice.

This toll, being very confiderable, and oflate

years occafioning many difputes which are not

yet determined, I thought it might not be amiis to
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et down in this place, what I have learnt of the

original and nature ofit, after havingmade as ftricl

inquiry as was poiTible, from the mofr. ancient

md moll: underftanding perfbns I could meet with.

The mod rational account, then, is, That it

vas at firft laid by the confent of the traders into

he Baltic, who were willing to allow a fmall

natter for each fhipthat palled, towards the main-

aining of lights on certain places of that coaft, for

he better direction of failors in dark nights : here-

ipon this pafTage of the Sound became the mod
)racHfed; that other of the Great Belt being in a

ittle time quite neglected ; as well becaufe of the

*reat conveniency of thofe lights to the fhipping

hat pafled in and out of the eaft fea, as becaufe

>fan agreement made that no (hips mould pals

he other way, to the end that all might pay their

hares; it being unreafbnable that fuch {hips

hould have the benefit of thofe lights in dark or

rormy winter nights, who avoided paying towards

he maintaining of thofe fires, by pafTing another

Kay. Befides, if this manner ofavoiding the pay-

ment had been allowed, the revenue would have
?een fo •infignificant, confidering the fmall fum
which each fhip was to pay, that the lights could

lot have been maintained by It; and the Danes
were not willing to be at the charge folely for the

lfe and benefit of their own trading (hips, in re-

gard they were matters of fo fe . v as made it not

worth their while; the Lubeckers, Dantz ckers,

md merchants of other Hanfe Towns, being the

greateft traders at that time in the northern parts
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of Europe, by which they arrived to a great height

of power and riches.

But there being no fixed rule or treaty where*

by to be governed with regard to the different

bulk ofthe (hips belonging to Co many feveral na-

tions, the Danes began in procefs of time to grow
arbitrary, and exacted more or kfs fums, accord-

ing to the flrength or weaknefs of thofe they had

to deal with, or according to their friendfhip or

difcontent with thofe princes and dates to whom
the feveral fhips belonged : therefore the emperor

Charles the fifth, to afeertain this toll, concluded

a treaty with the king of Denmark, which was

figned at Spire on the Rhine, and was in behalf

of his fubjecls of the (even teen provinces of the

Low Countries, who had great traffic in the Bal-

tic ; and agreed that as a toll-cuftom in the Sound,

every fhip of 200 tuns and under fhould pay two

Rofe Nobles at its entrance or return from the

Baltic, and every fhip above 200 tuns three Rofe

Nobles.

This agreement remained in force till fuch

time as the United Provinces (hook offthe Spanifh

yoke; and then the Danes, taking the advantage

of thofe wars, raifed their toll to an extravagant

height, the troublefome times not affording lei-

fure to the Dutch to mind the redreffmg of fuch

a mifchief.

However, about the year 1600, they joined

themfelves with the city of Lubeck, in oppofition

to fuch an exorbitant toll as was taken from both

of them j fo that from thenceforth the Dutch pai4
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more or lefs, according as fortune was favourable

or adverfe to them ; but generally little.

Anno 1647, the firfl treaty was made between

Denmark and the United Provinces (as fbvereigns)

for this toll ; and they were obliged to pay a cer-

tain fum for each mi p. This treaty was to laft

forty years ; after the expiration ofwhich, if in

the mean time no new treaty were made, that of

Spire was to be in force.

This treaty of 1647 expired 1687; and the

Danes agreed to make an interim treaty, till fuch

time as the many differences between them and

the Hollanders in this and other matters could

De adjufted at leifu; e, and concluded in a more

lafting and folemn one.

This interim treaty, which was but for four

years, expired in the year 1691 ; fo that no new

treaty being made and finifhed during that time,

it is evident that only the ancient treaty of bpire

remains in force, and no other.

The Englim treaties with Denmark are ground-

led on thofe between the Dutch and that kingdom,

and have reference to them ; with a covenant that

we fhall be treated tanquam gens amic'ijjima ; ex-

cepting always Sweden, whofe mips pay no toll

at all.

So that at prefent both the Englim and Dutch

have occafion for new treaties with Denmark in

this and other affairs of trade, unlefs it be agreed

by all parties that the treary of Spire ihall for Co

much remain in vigor hereafter.

From this (hort hiflory of the original of this

impofition it appears, how Hightly grounded the
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king of Denmark's title is to this right ofexacting

the toll of the Sound; which from an eafy contri-

bution which merchants chafe to pay for their

own convenience, and whereof the king of Den-

mark was only treafureror truflee, to fee it fairly

laid out for the common ufe, is grown to be a hea-

vy impofition upon trade, as well as a kind of

iervileacknowlegementof his (bvereignty of thole

feas ; and is purely owing to his taking an advan-

tage of the difficulties of the Hollanders during

their wars with Spain, and the connivence of king

James the firft in prejudice of the English; who
favoured the Danes upon account of his marriage

to a daughter of that crown ; upon whofe two

examples all the le/Ter Hates were forced to fubmit.

Nor can it be conceived how it could be other-

wife brought about; fince it is very well known,

that the pafiage of the Sound is not the only one

to the Baltic fea, there being two others called

the Greater and Leffer Belts ; and that of the

Greater Belt fo commodious and large, that during

the late wars the whole Dutch fleet chofe to pafs.

through it, and continue in it for four or five

months together ; and the Danifh ftrength at fea

never appeared yet fo formidable as to be able to

oblige the Englim and Dutch to choofe which paf-

iage it pleafed. Befides, the breadth of the Sound

in the narrowefl part is four Englifh miles over,

and every where of a fufficient depth ; fb that his

caftles could not command the channel when he

•was mafter of both fides ; much lefs now that he

has but one. So that it is plain, this pretended

(bvereignty is very precarious, being partly found-

ed



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 17

cd on a breach of mitt, as well as the carelefThcfs

offbme ofthe princes concerned in it, to the great

injury of trade : and the Spaniards may, with as

much right, lay claim to the fbvereignty of the

Streights of Gibraltar, where there is but one paf-

fage ; or the Swede, who is now matter of one

of the caftles on the Sound, demand another toll

of all mips ; fmce both are better able to fupport

their claims.

For the further clearing of this point, and to

(hew how it agrees with the account I have alrea-

dy given, I have thought fit to infert in this place

the copy of a Letter from a very underitanding

perfon.

SIR, March 31. 1691.

" THE duties or cufloms in the Sound were
lt of old times no more than a Ro(e Noble for

<( each (hip, lading included; but within thefe

" hundred years, fbme fay fince king James of
" Scotland came to the crown of England, and

¥ winked at it, the kings ofDenmark, having the

" lands on both fides the pa/Tage, began to impofe
€i taxes on the merchandife, and raife higher

" thofe which were formerly on the (hips ; which
" the Lubeckers, who were then powerful, refufc

" ed to pay.

" Anno 1640 the king caufed a book of rates

i( to be printed, whereof I have one; according

" to which a (hip of too lafts, or 200 tuns, (which

1* is the fame thing) did pay as followeth: for

" 100 laft of fait to the eaft 300 Rix-Dollars;

u for the (hip and petty charges on the (alt 34
" Rix-Dollars, 24 Stivers: and for 100 lafl ofrye

E
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" from the eaft 150 R. D. for fhip and petty

" charges, as above, 34 R. D. 24 Stivers. So
" that the charges of a fhip of this burden, with

" its lading forward and backward, was 519 Rix-

" Dollars.

" Hereupon the Hollanders made an alli-

" ance with the Swedes, who Anno 1643 by
" the way of Germany invaded Denmark, and
" the Dutch lent them (hips. Then the king
i( prints another book of rates more favourable,

" demanding for 100 lafl of Spanifhfalt 100 Rix-

" Dollars, for 100 lafl of rye 75 R. D. fhip's

" charges in and out, as above, 60 R. D. the

" whole amounting to 244 R. D. But this was

" neither done time enough, nor the rates lower-

" ed enough. The Hollanders, by their treaty

" with Denmark of 1646 or therebouts, brought
u them thus : the 100 lafl of (alt to 50 Rix-Dol-

" lars, 100 laft of rye to 50 R. D. Ship's, and
" other petty charges, nothing : • in all for each

" (hip 100 Rix-Dollars, A nd by reafbn of this

" untimely heightening of their cufioms it is, that

" the kings of Denmark have loft fo many terri-

" tories to the Swedes.

" But to anfweryour demand morefully,itwas

" in thole days, that is, about the year 1640, that

" the cufioms of the Ore-Sound yielded per ann.
il from 240000 Rix-Dollars to 300000 R. D.
u But fince 1645 tnev nave not at any l^mQ ren"

" dered above 150000 R. D. nor ever fo much,
" except in time of war with the Swedes, when
" all did pay without exemption. During the

lafl war, I remember it yielded but 1 43000
tt
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u Rix-Dollars ; but before that war, and fince

* (the Swedim fhips freeing all goods that are car-

'* ried in them, and the Swedifti goods in foreign

u fhips being alio free by treaty) it has not yield-

" ed above 80000 Rix-Dollars per annum ; and

" the laft year pail it did not reach to full 70000

" Rix-Dollars.

The court of Denmark is not to be blamed

therefore for being wonderful jealous ofany infra-

ction of this their pretended Sovereignty, as peo-

ple are moft careful and lufpicious in behalf of

an eftate wherein their title is weak; it being Co

much the intereft not only of the English and

Dutch, but alfo of the Swede, to have it let right,

both to encourage trade to his own country, and

to lefTen the revenue of his neighbour. Neither

can it be laid, that the Engiifh and Dutch did

ever intirely yield the point; for though they a-

greed to pay a fmall toll on merchandife, yet no

.manner of Searching or flopping is to be allowed,

or has. ever been. The Danes are now obliged

to take the mafler ofthe veflel's word for the qua-

lity and quantity of the lading; and thought it

prudence never to prefs this point further, left we
mould grow angry, and make too narrow an in-

spection both into their original right, and into

their ability to maintain it: for whillt we and the

Dutch are content to pay this toll, all the other

petty princes and dates do it without murmur

;

but if we once broke the chain, they would ihake

off their part of it likewife.

E 2
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CHAP. IV.

Of the other I/lands} and JUTLAN'D.
THE moft confiderable iflands next to that of

Zealand, are, Funen, or Fionia, Laland, Lang-
land, Falftria, Mune, Samfoe, Arroe, Bornholm,

and Amack ; there are befides many other fmall

ones oflefs note.

Funen is fecond to Zealand, whether its big-

nefs or the goodnefs of its foil be confidered. It

has plenty of corn, hogs, lakes, and woods; the

chief town of it is Odenlee, a well feated, and for-

merly a flourifliing little city, but at prefent much
fallen to decay. This ifland produces nothing

for the merchant to export, except fbme few hord-

es, the inhabitants ufually confuming their own
commodities. This is a principal government,

called a Stiffs Ampt. The prefent governor is

Mr. Winterfelt.

Laland is a fmall, but plentiful ifland, produ-

cing all forts of corn in abundance, and particu-

larly wheat, wherewith it fupplies the city ofCopen-

hagen, and all other parts of Denmark, where it

is a rarity. The Hollanders buy yearly, and

ihip offgreat quantities ofcorn from hence. This

likewife is a Stifts Ampt, having feveral of the

lefTer iflands under its jurifdiction. The gover-

nor of it is Mr. Geugh, who formerly had a pub-

lic character, and relided a long time in England,

Fa

l

stria, Langland, and Mune are fertile

iflands; the two firfl export yearly fume corn*
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Arroc and Alien abound in anile-feeds, which

are much uled to feafbn their meat, and mix with

their bread. Bornholm, Samfoe, with the other

iflands, nourifh cattle, and afford corn for the ufe

.of the inhabitants. But Amack deferves to be

particularly remembered : this little iiland joins

dole to the city ofCopenhagen, from which it is

Only (eparated by a fmall arm of the fea, which is

paifed over by a draw-bridge, and exceeds in fruit-

fulnefs any fpot of ground in Denmark. This

land was given many years ago to ieveral families

of North Hollanders, who were planted there to

make butter and cheefe for the court ; the depen-

dents ofwhom retain to this day the habit, lan-

guage, and cuftoms of their predecefTors, together

with their cleanlinefs and induflry ; neither will

they mix with the Danes, but intermarry with

each other. They had formerly extraordinary

privileges granted to them, whereoffome continue

to this time, but others are retrenched ; and by

degrees it is to be feared they will be treated like

the other fubjecls.

Th 1 s iiland ofAmack, through the induflry of
thefe laborious people, is as it were the kitchen-

garden of Copenhagen, and fupplies its markets

plentifully with all forts of roots and herbs; be-

fides butter, milk, great quantities of corn, and
fome hay ; whatever it produces being the bell in

its kind that is to be found in the whole kingdom.

Jutland, part ofthe ancient Cimbrica Cherfb-

nefus, is the biggeft part of the kingdom of Den-
mark, and may amount to about two thirds of the
whole. It is divided into four Sufis Ampts, or

£ 3
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principal governments. The prefent governors

are the count deFrize, the upper marefchal Speck-

han, moniieur Edmund Scheie, now envoy extra-

ordinary to his majefty from the king of Den-

mark, etc.

This is a plentiful country, abounding more

efpeciaily in cattle: it wantsgood fea* ports towards

the ocean ; notwithstanding which the Hollanders

tranfport yearly great quantities of lean cows and

oxen from hence to therr more fertile foil; where

in a fhort time they grow Co prodigioufly fat,

through better feeding, in the rich grounds of

Holland, that a vafl profit is made by this traffic.

The hories and fwine of this country are excel-

lent, and in great numbers. It affords corn in

fufficient quantity for the ufe of its own people.

The land is more fertile near the fea-coafts ; the

inland being full of heaths, lakes, and woods. In

fhort, it is the belt country the king of Denmark

is mailer of, and appears to be lealt declining,

becaufe molt remote from Copenhagen. Procul

a Jove, Procul a Fulmine. It being obferved,

that in limited monarchies and commonwealths,

a neighbourhood to the feat of the government is

advantageous to the fubjecls, whilft. the diitant

provinces are lefs thriving, and mqre liable" to op-

preflion ; but in arbitrary and tyrannical kingdoms

the quite contrary happens.

CHAP. V.

Of the reft of the king ofT>ENMARK'%
countries,

THE dutchy of Slefwick is in general a very
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good country; its convenient fituation between

two fcas, the ocean and the Baltic, rendering it

considerable for trade, although the natural com-
. modifies, fit for exportation, are in no great quan-

|

tity. Some corn, cattle, horfes, and wood for

firing, it affords to its neighbours, over and above

a iufficient ftore of each for its own inhabitants.

It is divided between the king and the Duke of

Holftein. The principal town which gives name
to the dutchy belongs to the Duke of Holftein,

who refides near it in his palace of Gottorp, one

of the moft delicious feats that is to be feen in all

the northern parts of Europe. Nothing can be

more pleafmt and romantic than the fituation c€

this caftle. It (lands in an ifland, farrounded by

a large lake made by the river Sley, whofe rifing

banks are clothed with fine woods ; the waters

clear, and full of fifh, carry vefTels offmall burden

to and from the Baltic fea, into which it empties

itfelf. The gardens are large, with great coft

and art cut out of the declivity of a hill on the

other fide the lake, and are as well difpofed and

laid out with fountains, parterres, walks, and wa-

ter-works, as many of the moft famous Villas in

Italy. A noble large park, or rather foreft, full

of deer, wild-boars, and all forts of game, joins

clofe to this garden, cut through with pleafant

.walks and ridings.

This refidence of the Duke of Holftein fjfFered

much during the misfortunes ofIts matter; many

of the improvements being not only fuffered to

run to ruin and decay, but induftrioufly, and ns

>fonie fay, by order, pulled down and destroyed;
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which atprefent, fince the re-eftablifhment of th< I

Duke, are repairing and reftoring to their forme:

fplendor. Among feveral other things of value

none had better luck than an admirable library

being a choice collection of books which man}

Dukes ofHolftein had of a long time been gather
j

ing; this efcaped, and in the year 1692 I faw i

with the reft ofthe rarities of this place in a goo<

condition, and tending to a better.

Holstein is divided among feveral of th*

branches of that family, all whofe dependent

call themfelves dukes of Holftein; and according

to the German cuftom, as well younger brother,

as elder, aftume the title and quality of princes

only the chief and eftated men of thele fevera

branches are diftinguiihed by the additional title

of the place of their refidence ; as the duke o I

Holftein Ploen, Holftein Sunderburg, Holfteirl

Norburg, etc. the Cadets ofeach contenting them-

1

felves with the bare title ofprinces, till they come I

to be proprietors of land, whole denomination
]

they may add to that of duke. But the king oil

Denmark, who is iikewife duke of Holftein, and!

the duke of Holftein Gottorp, are pofle/Ted of the!

greateft part of it, and both hold it as a fiefof the I

empire*

Here, as well as in Slefwick, the jurisdictions I

and interefts of thele two princes are very much I

intermixed ; Co that the people fcarce know whole I

fubjec'ts to reckon themfelves, fince they often J
fwear allegiance, and pay tribute to both. Inl
fome towns and balliages both the king and duke|J

ele& the yearly magiftrates, and divide the reve-
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mc ; in others they do this by turns. So that

ipon any quarrel or difference between thefe two

)rinces, the poor people are ftrangely divided,

md in a mod miferable condition ; their inclina-

ion leading them to the duke's intereft, who, be-

ng the weaker, finds his advantage to u(e them

)etter; but their fear caufing them to appear for

he king as the ftronger, though more arbitrary.

This country is very fruitful and pleafant; ex-

:ellently well feated for trade, lying between the

wo feas, and having the advantage of the neigh-

>ourhood of the river Elbe, and of Hamburg;

.vhich being a free city, and confequently a rich

>ne, imparts a large (hare of its bleflings to the

:erritories of thofe princes which lie any thing

lear it. This is apparent enough in the vifible

proiperity offuch lands and people as are within

a day's journey or more of that city, above fuch

as lie remote from its influence. The inhabitants

of Holftein ule to brag that it refembles England

in its variety of hills, meadows, woods, rivers,

and corn-fields ; as alfo that we are beholden to

*hefll and their neigbourhood for our original

;

the people of thole parts called Angles having

planted, and at the lame time given the name of

Anglia to our ifland.

Thi Danes, when they travel abroad, choofe

to call themfelves Holfteiners; thinking it more

honourable to be born within the confines of the

empire, than otherwife.

St or mar and Ditmarfh lie the neareft to the

river Elbe, and are for themoft part low and rich

countries, the foil being fat, and in moil places
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refembling Holland, as well in its fertility as man
ner of improvement. Thefe countries enjoy alfi

the benefit of having Hamburg and the river nea

them, with the additional advantage of the ocean

though it fbmetimes proves too troublelbme
I

neighbour, and overflows great part of the lowe

grounds, notwithitanding the banks and digue

that are railed to keep it out.

It is to be noted, as a great natural defect, tha

the king ofDenmark has not in all his dominion

one navigable river for vefTels ofany confiderabL

burden (for I do not count the river Eyder a

fuch) unlefs we reckon the Elbe, which is rathe

to be eiteemed one of the confines and boundarie

of his territories, than any way belonging to him

yet he has often, and does even to this day, en

deavour to fet up and eftablifh a toll at Glucfradt

being not without hopes, that taking the advan

tage of the necefllty ofthe empire, during this ex

penfive war, he may engage it to content to thi

toll againft all other confiderations : but the neigh

bouring princes, the English and Dutch, and a

bove all the city of Hamburg, will hardly bc-

bronght over to comply with an innovation io

prejudicial to their trade and interefts.

Oldenburg for the mod part is a flat marifh

country, much expofed to the inundations of the

ocean ; the banks, which mould keep it in its due

bounds, not being maintained in good repair. It

abounds iri cattle, and has a good breed of hories,

which are much fought after for coaches, by rea-

fon of their colour, which is a yellowifh cream

colour. They are generally wall- eyed, and ten-
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der hoofed, not able to laft \ono, or endure hard

ilabour. The town of Oldenburg is but a very

indifferent one, and its caflle much out of repair.

Upon the death o r the late prince Anthony, this

: county came to be annexed to the crown of Den-

mark.

Delmenhorst is a more rifing ground, and

pretty well wooded. , Both thefe lie together, and

the inhabitants are ufed the more gently, by rea-

fon of their diflance from his other territories.

Of Norway little can befaid, but that it is di-

vided into two great provinces, the Southern and

Northern; whereof one fmall county, called

Yempterland, formerly belonging to the king of

Denmark, is now in the pofTefTion of the Swedes.

Bis high excellency Guldenlieu (which is the title

ufually given him, by the Danes) is Vice -Roy, or

as they call him, Stadtholder of the whole. It

is fubdivided into four Stifts Ampts, or principal

governments ; viz. Dronthem, Bergen, Chrilti-

ania, and Larwick. The governors are young

Guldenlieu, natural Ion to the prefent king, and

monfieur Stocfleet, late envoy extraordinary from

Denmark to Sweden, etc. It' is a very barren

country, affording neither corn nor cattle fuffici-

ent for the lubfiitence of its inhabitants, although

they be not numerous in proportion to its vaft ex-

tent. There are filver mines in it,, but whether the

working of them turns to account is a queflion*

The commodities Mhich it yields fit for exporta-

tion are timber* of all kinds, efpecially fir, flock*

fiih, mails for mips, and iron ;. of thefe it has a

• The exportation of oak timber is forbidden.
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tolerable ftore ; moft of -which the Englifh anc

Dutch purchafe yearly with ready mony: anc

herein Norway exceeds the other dominions o

the king of Denmark, that it affords commoditie:

l&r-cxportation, which none ofthe reft do in an}

quantity. The Inhabitants are a hardy, labori

cus, and honeft fort of people ; they are efteemec

by others, and efteem themfelves much fuperiortc

the Danes, whom they call upbraidingly Jutes

Iseland and Feroe are miferable iflands.in th<

north ocean. Corn will fcarce grow in either o

them, but they have good ftocks of cattle. Nc

trade is permitted them but with the Danes. Th(

inhabitants are great players at Chefs. It wen

worth fbme curious man's enquiry how fiich a fhi

dious and difficult game fhouldget thus far north

ward, and become Co generally ufed.

The king of Denmark's factories in the Eaf

and Weft Indies, and in Guinea, are efteemed o:

very little worth and confideration ;
yet I have

fecn feveral Eaft-India fhips return home to Copen-

hagen weir laden with the merchandife of thofe

countries ; and there is an Eaft-India company late.

]y let up, whereof moft of the men of quality are

members and adventurers: but whether the lading

of thofe fhips I mentioned were the lawful pro-l

duel: of trade, or acquired by other means, will in I

time be worth the inquiry of thofe kingdoms and

dates whole intereft it is to preferve in the Indi-

ans and Perfians a good opinion of the honefty

and fair dealing of the Europeans.

And thus I have laid as much as I think requi-

site touching the fituation, extent, and qualities

oil
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of the lands and dominions belonging to the king

of Denmark ; which amounts in general to this,

that they are very large, disjoined, and intermixt,

producing but a moderate plenty of neceiTaries

for the inhabitants, but few commodities for the

merchant, and no manufactures, if we except a

little iron. Whether thefe defects, in countries

well fituated and indifferent fertile, be altogether

natural, or partly accidental, wr
ill better appear

when I treat of the form of the government, and

the preient condition, cuftoms, and manners of

the natives : but becaufc thefe lair do in a manner

depend upon, and are influenced by the former,!

(hall chuie to begin with it.

CHAP. VI.

Oftheir form ofgovernment.

THE ancient form of government here Was

the fame which the Goths and Vandals eftablifh-

ed in molt, if not all, parts of Europe whither

they carried their conquefls, and which in Eng-

land is retained to this day for the molt part*.

It is faid of the Romans, that thofe provinces

which they conquered were amply recompenfed

for the lofs of their liberty, by being reduced from

their barbarity to civility, by the introduction of

* Furcno •veramer.te tutti i re da principio cap! e tion re, d! repu-

blicbee non di regni : ma poi il lung afo ha fatto cbe i popoli Ji fioana

difpofti , e at'exxati alV habit o dell' itinera ubbidienxa j come cpun-

ti fuole ajfuefarfi una piana, e un corpo humane, a zii-vere in terreno

ejotto clima dinitrjo dalfuo naturaie. Card. Bentivoglio, Rela-
tione de!le Provinde Unite di J iandra. lib, III,
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arts, learning, commerce, and politenefs. I know

not whether this manner of arguing hath not

more of pomp than truth in it; but with much

greater reafbn may it be faid, that all Europe was

beholden to thefe people for introducing or reftor-

ing a conftitution ofgovernment far excelling all

others that we know of m the world. It is to

the ancient inhabitants of thefe countries, with o-

ther neighbouring provinces, that we owe the

original of parliaments, formerly fo common, but

loft within this I aft age in all kingdoms but thole

of Poland, Great-Britain, and Ireland.

Denmark therefore was, till within thefe two

and thirty years, governed by a king chofen by

the people of all forts: even the boors had their

voices, which king "Waldemar the third acknow-

leged in that memorable anfwer of his to the pope's

nuncio, who pretended to a great power over

him : Naturam habemus a Deo, regnum afubdi-

tls, divitlas a parentibus , religionem a Romana

ecclefia; quam fi nobis invides, renunciamus per

praefentes. The eftates of the realm, being con-

vened to that intent, were to ele<ft for their prince

fuch a perfbn as to them appeared perfonable, va*

l;ant, juft, merciful, affable, a maintainer of the

laws, a lover of the people, prudent, and adorn-

ed with all other virtues fit for government, and

requifite for the great truft repofed in him; yet

with due regard had to the family of the preced-

ing kings. If within that line they found a per-

fon thus qualified,! or efteemed to be Co, they

thought it but a piece ofjuft gratitude to prefer

him before any other to this high dignity ; and
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were pleated when they had reafon to chufe the

cldeft Ton of their former king, rather than any of

the younger, as well becaufe they had regard to

priority of birth, when all other virtues were e-

qual, as becaufe the greatnefs of his paternal e-

ftate might put him above the reach of tempta*

tions to be covetous or difhoneft, and inable him

in lbme degree to fupport the dignity ofhis office.

But if after fuch a choice they found themfelves

miftaken, and that they had advanced a cruel,

vitious, tyrannical, covetous, or wafteful perfon,

they frequently depofedhim, oftentimes banifbed,

fbmetimes deftroyed him ; and this either formal-

ly, by making him anfwer before the repreienta-

tive body of the people; or if by ill practices, fuch

as making of parties, levying offoldiers, contract-

ing of alliances to fupport himfelfin oppofition

to the people's rights, he was grown too powerful

to be legally contended with, they difpatched him,

without any more ceremony, the bed: way they

could, and elected prefently a better man in his

room; fometimes the next of kin to him, fbme-

times the valiant man that had expoled himfelf

fo far as to undertake the expulfion or the killing

of the tyrant; at other times a private perfon of

a good reputation, who polfibly leait dreamt of

fuch an advancement.

Frequent meetings of the eftates was a part

of the very fundamental conltitution. In thole

meetings all matters relating to good government

were tranfacted
;
good laws were enacted ; all af-

fairs belonging to peace or war, alliances, diipolal

of great offices, contracts ofmarriages for the royal

F »
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family, etc. were debated. The impofing of

taxes, or demanding of benevolences, was purely

accidental ; no conftant tribute being ever paid,

nor any mony levied on the people, unlefs either

to maintain a necelTary war, with the advice and

content of the nation, or now and then by way

of free gift, to help to raife a daughter's portion ;

the king's ordinary revenue at that time confifting

only in the rents of his lands and demefhes, in

his herds of cattle, forefts, fervices of tenants in
j

manuring and cultivating his grounds, etc. cu-

floms upon merchandife being an impofition of

late crept into this part of the world : Co that he

lived, like one of our modern noblemen, upon

the revenues ofhis owneftate, and^eat not through

the fvveat of his fubjccls brows.

His bufmefs was to lee a due and impartial ad-

jriiniffcration of juftice executed according to the

laws y nay, often to fit and do it himfelf; to be

watchful and vigilant for the welfare ofhis people;

to command in perfon their armies in time of

war; to encourage induftry, religion, arts and

learning ; and it was his intereit, as well as duty,

to keep fair with his nobility and gentry, and to

be careful of the plenty and profperity of his

commons.

Tais was the antient form of government in

this kingdom, which continued with very little

variation (excepting that the power of the nobles

increafed too much) till about two and thirty

years ago, when, at one inftant, the whole face of

affairs was changed : fo that the kings have ever

fince been, and at prefcnt are, abfolute and arbi-
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trary, not the leaft remnant of liberty remaining

to the fubject; all meetings of the eftates in par-

liament intirely abolifhed ; nay, the very name

of eftates and liberty quite forgotten, as if there ne-

ver had been any fuch thing ; the very firft, and

principal article in the prefent Danifh law being,

" that the king has the privilege refervcd to him-

" feif to explain the law, nay, to alter and change
u

it as he mall find good."

It is eafy for any confidering perfbn to guefs

the confequences of this, which are frequent and

arbitrary taxes, and commonly very excefTive

ones, even in times of peace, little regard being

had to the occafion of them ; Co that the value of

eflates, in molt parts of the kingdom, is fallen

three fourths. And it is worfe near the capital

city, under the eye and hand of the government,

than in remoter provinces : poverty i a the gentry,

which neeeflarily caufes extremity of mifery in,

the pcafants; partiality in the diflribution cf ju-

flice when favourites are concerned ; with many
other mifchiefs which mall be hereafter more par*

ticularly mentioned; being the conftant effects of

arbitrary rule in this and all other countries where*

in it has prevailed.

And becaufe it is aftonifhing to confider how
a free and rich people (for fo they were formerly)

mould be perfuaded intirely to part with their li-

berties, I thought it very proper to give an ac-

count bywhat fteps Co great a change and revolu-

tion was brought about: the particulars ofwhich

I have received not only from eye-witndles, but

F 1
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alfo from fbme of the principal promoters and a-

Ctors in it.

chap. vn.

^T'he manner how the kingdom of *DE N-
M^iRK became hereditary and abfolute.

AFTER the conclufion of the peace between

the two northern crowns, Anno 1 660, fbme con-

fiderable care and time was neceflary to redrefs

the diforders occafioned by Co terrible a war. Den-

mark had been raoft violently fhaken'; and al-

though the fury of the tempeft was over, the a-

gitation caufed by it ftili continued. The army

was not yet difbanded, nor could be for want of

money to difcharge its arrears. This caufed fre-

quent infoiences in the foldiers, with a further

cppremon of the burghers and poor country peo-

ple, who had been in a manner already ruined by

the miferies attending the war. The nobility,

though lords and mailers, were full of difcontents,

and the clergy not in the condition they wifhed.

To redrefs all which grievances, and reduce af-

fairs into fome order, by procuring money for the

payment and difban ding of the army, the king

thought fit to appoint a meeting of the three e-

ftates at Copenhagen, viz. the nobility, common-

alty, and clergy ; which accordingly followed a-

bout the beginning of October that year. After

fome few days fefTion (during which the nobility,

according to their ufual practice, debated how the

fums of money reo^uifite might, with greatelt eafc
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iind conveniency, be levied upon the commons,

j
without the leaft intention ofbearing any proportio-

able /hare themfelves) feveral difputes arofe, and

many (harp expreflions parted between them and

j:he commons. On the one hand, the nobility

iwere for maintaining their ancient prerogative of

•paying nothing by way of tax, but only by volun-

tary contribution ; and mewed themfelves too

(tiff at a time when the country was exhausted,

and moft, of the remaining riches lodged in their

hands : they teemed to make ufe of this occafion,

not only to vindicate, but even to widen and en-

large their privileges above the other two e/tates,

by laying impofitions on them at pleafure, which

'weight they themfelves would not touch with one

of their fingers, any farther than as they thought

fitting. On the other hand, the clergy, for their

late adherence to the intereft of their country, and

the burghers, for their vigorous defence of the city,

thought they might juitly pretend to new merit,

and be confidered at leaft as good fubjecls in a

ftate, which they themfelves had fo valiantly de-

fended. They remembered the great promifes

made them when dangerous eilterprifes were to

be taken in hand, and how fuccefsfully they had

executed them ; thereby faving, from a foreign

yoke, not only the city of Copenhagen, but the

whole kingdom, the royal family, nay, thofe very

nobles that now dealt fo hardly with them. They
judged it therefore reafonable, that the funis of

money necellary mould be levied proportionably;

and that rhe nobility, who enjoyed all the lands,

fhould at leaft. pay their fhare of the taxes, fines
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they had fuffered lefs in the common calamity, as

well as done left to prevent the progrefs of it.

This manner of arguing was very difpleafing

to the nobles, and begat much heat and many

bitter replies on both fides: at length a principal

fenator, called Otto Craeg, flood up, and, in great

anger, told the prefident of the city, that the com-

mons neither underftood nor confidered the pri-

vileges of the nobility, who at all times had been

exempted from taxes; nor the true condition of

therhielves, who were no other than flares [the

word m the Daniih is unfree] ; fo that their bcfl

way was to keep within their own bounds, and

acquieice in fuch meafures as ancient practice had

warranted, and which they were refolved to main-

tain. This viordjlaves put all the burghers and

clergy in diforder, caufing a loud murmur in the

hall; which Nanfon, the prefident of the city of

Copenhagen, and ipeaker of the houfe of com-

mons, preceiving, and rinding a fit occafion ofput-

ting in practice a defign before concerted (though

but weakly) between him and the bifhop, in great

choler rofe out of his feat, and fwore an oath,

" that the commons were no flaves, nor would
tl from thenceforth be called fb by the nobility,

* which they mould foon prove to their cofr.:"

and thereupon breaking up the affembly in dis-

order, and departing out of the hall, was follow-

ed by all the clergy and burghers. The nobles

being left alone to confult among themfelves at

their leilure, after a little while adjourned to a pri-

vate houfe near the court. In the mean time the

commons, being provoked to the higheft degree,
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ind refolving to put their threats in execution,

inarched proceflionally by couples, a clergyman

md a commoner, from the great hall, or parlia-

ment houfe, to the Brewers-Hall, which was the

:onvenientef] place they could pitch upon to fit a-

part from the nobles, the bifhop of Copenhagen

ind the prefident of the city leading them. It

vas there thought neceffary to confider fpeedilyof

I he mod effectual means to {upprefs the intolerable

)ride of the nobility, and how to mend their own
ondition. After many debates they concluded,

hat they fhould immediately wait upon the king,

md offer him their votes and affiftance to be abfo-

ute monarch of the realm, as alfo that the crown

liould delcend by inheritance to his family, which

litherto had gone by election. They promifed

rhemfelves the king would have (b great obliga-

tions to them for this piece of lervice, that he

would grant and confirm fuch privileges as fhould

put them above the degree of flaves. They knew

he had hirherto been curbed by the nobility in a

great meafure ; and now faw their own force, be-

ing able (fince they had arms in their hands, and

the concurrence of the foldiers) to perform what

they undertook. At the worft, they fuppofed they

(hould only change many mailers for one, and

could better bear hardfhipsfromaking than from

inferior perfons. Or if their cafe were not bet-

tered, at leaft they thought it fome comfort to

have more company in it; btfides the fatisfaction

of revenge on thofe that had hitherto not only

ufed them ill, but infulted over them fo lately.

They knew the king, andhadieen him bear with
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an admirable patience and confiancy all his cala

mities; were perfuaded that he was a valian

prince, who had often expofed his perfbn fo

the fake of the public, and therefore thought the]

could never do enough to fhew their gratitude

which is the ufual temper ofthe people upon an]

benefit received from their prince.

Scarce was this propoled but it was agreecl to

and nothing but the unfeafonablenefs of the tim<

(it being now near night) deferred the immediati

execution of it ; but all the neceflary meafure

were taken againil: next morning. The clerg}

had a further drift in this change of government

for having been hitherto kept under by the nobi

lity, they forecafled to. have no other fuperior bu

the king, whole new authority they engaged tc

rnai xtain by the influence they had on the con-,

(ciences of the people; expecting with reafon the

like favour and protection from the king, toge-

ther with an increafe of their power, fince he was

in a great meafure obliged to them for his own
5

and the benefits were likely to be mutual for the

future, the one having the force, the other the tic

of religion in their pofieflion. Which contract

fubfifts to this very day, to the great advantage d
both fides.

The court all this while was not ignorant oi

what palled; there wanted no fpies nor meilen-

gers to give notice of the difcontents of the com-

mons. Hannibal Seefiede, a cunning man, was

prime minifter; and the bifaoporfuperintendent

Swan, with Nanfon the fpeaker of the houie of

commons, were his creatures. Thefe had for-
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erly in fecret hid with him -the defigo, wbich

as now upon the point of diiHbfing; though

eir hopes were hardly railed Co nigh, as topro-

ife themielves flich mighty fliccefs. The whole

ght palled in brigues and meflages ; the com-

ons anger was to be kept up to the requifite

:ight, and the refolution they had taken the

ght before not to be fufFered to cool, but per-

ted in betimes next morning. The queen, a

oman ofintrigue and high fpirit, wrought flrong-

in it by all manner of ways ; whilil the king,

ther through doubt of the event, or fenfe of the

fhonefty and crime of the action, in procuring,

ter flich a manner, the ablblute dominion of a

ee country, could hardly be brought to comply

ith it. He declared that indeed he mould be

eafed the fovereignty were entailed on his fami-

', provided it were done by universal content

;

jt to become ablblute and arbitrary, was neither

:s dell re, nor did he think it for the benefit of

e kingdom ; that he was fatisfied he mould not

lake ill ufe of fuch an unlimited authority, but

3-body knew what fuccefTors he might have ;

lat it was therefore dangerous both for them to

ve, and for him to receive, fuch a power as

light be abuied in future times to the utter ruin

fthe nation. But thele reflections, whether they

ere real, or only pretences, whether caufed by

ie piety or weaknefs of the king, were (bon o-

sr-ruled by the more ambitious and mafculine

urit of the queen, who deflred him to fit ftill,

id fee how {lie and her emifTaries would work
>r him j told him, that the plot was well laid,
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and had begun to operate profperoufiy ; that h<l

muft not obflrucl: his own and his family's gooc

fortune; and, in fine, fo far prevailed on him

that he feemed with fear to content to, and permi

that which moft think he very much defired: hav

ing however, by this mew of unwillingnefs, lef

open to himfelf a door of reconciliation with hi

people in cafe the bufinefs did not fucceed.

All this while the nobles either had none, o

but fmall, intimation of the defigns of the com

mons; they had been ufed lo long to flight am
tyrannize over them, that they were not now fen

fible of any impending danger from thence, con

temning their threats as well as their perfbns, am

imagining they would have repented next day

and complied with all that mould be demande<

of them : but the plot was deeper laid than the;

ilippofed ; for not only
-
the prime miniiter, bu

fome other members of their own body, who ha<

employments depending on the court, were en

gaged in it. This inadvertency, with the want o

requiiite courage upon occafion, brought upoi

them the mifchiefon a fudden ; fo that except tw<

or three, who were more than ordinary doubtfu

ofwhat might happen, and dipt out of town tha

night, the reft were altogether fearlefs of danger

till the very inftant that the evil was remedilcfs

Schack, the governor of the town, had beei

gained by the court to favour the defign, whicl

he performed effectually, though not with fo fer

vile an intention as others; for when the king

upon the firft news of the refolution of the com

mons, did often openly promife that he would a

gratitud'
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gratitude and recompenfe declare them all free as

foon as it lay in his power, by the gift they were

about to make him ; and the people were willing

to triift the king's goodnefs, and to depend on the

performance of this promife, encouraged there-

unto by the clergy, who alleged it a thing unbe-

feeming and dishonourable to require any other

Security from the king than his bare word
; yet

Schack urged vehemently tbat the commons
fhould infiit to have this promife under the king's

hand, and make themfelves fure of the reward

for Co confiderable a prelent as they were going to

make, whilit they had Co fair an opportunity in

their hands. But all his inltances were in vain
;

the)'' were in the giving humour, and reiblved to

do it generonily, trufting the king for the perfor-

mance of his word: a thing which they have fince

often, though too late, repented of.

Next morning the nobles met in the council-

houfe, and the other two eftates in the Brewers-

Hall. The refolution of the commons could not

be kept Co fecret, but by this time lome warm ru-

mours of it had reached the nobility; but fcarce

had they leifure to confider what was fitted to be

done on that occafion, when they were informed

that the commons were marching towards them:

for the bithop and the prefident had Co well per-

formed their parts, and urged the neceility of

fpcedily executing what had been reiblved the

day before, that all time was judged loft which

was not employed in putting it in practice : they

immediately agreed to go to the council hou(e,

and there propound to the nobility their defign,

G
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defiring their concurrence in fiich a neceflary

work for the welfare of the kingdom. They
inarched through the flreets with great gravity

and filence, by couples, as before ; whilft. the mob,

by repeated fhouts, applauded what they were go-

ing to do. And thus they came to the houfe

where the nobles were afFembled, who had fcarce

warning diffident to receive them.

The prefident Nanfbnmade a ihort harangue,

fetting forth that they had considered the ftate of

the nation, and that they found the only remedy,

for the many diforders which afflicted it, was to

make the crown hereditary, and to give more

power to the king than hitherto he had enjoyed
;

that this refblution was already taken by the com-

mons and clergy, in which if the nobility mould

think fitting to concur, they were ready to accom-

pany them to the king, and make him a tender

ofan hereditary and fovereign dominion ; if not,

that they were going themfelves, and the matter

jfhould be done without them : that a fpeedy refb-

lution was neceffary, for they had already fent

word to the court of their coming, and his maje/ly

expected them in the hall of his palace : therefore

defired to be informed in few words what they re-

folved to do.

The fuddennefs of fuch a propofition, and

brifknefs in the manner of its delivery, caufed a

general afronimment in the nobles. One might

have feen thole, who but the day before carried it

ib proudly, in an inftant fall to an excels of com-

placency, and betray their fear by their fpeeches

and countenances, as they formerly had done
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their arrogance. The mifchiefno fooner appear-

ed to them, but the)7 law it was unavoidable;

there was no leifure allowed them to confult ; and

to deny their compliance, or even to delay it, was

dangerous. To give up at once their beloved

power, and fubmit their necks to a heavy yoke,

was an intolerable grievance : but they faw they

were no longer the mailers; the commons were

armed, the army and clergy againft them ; and

they found now too late, that that, which the day

before they had confidered only as the effort of

an unconftant giddy multitude, was guided by

wifer heads, and iupported by encouragements

from court; nay poifibly by lbme of their own

body ; they fulpecled each other, and no man

knew whether his next neighbour was not in the

plot againft the public liberty. It is eafy to ima-

gine what diffracted thoughts afflicted them on a

fudden ; they were altogether unprepared for fuch

a diimal ffroke : but fbme anfwer mull be given,

and that fpeedly. Such a one as they had a mind
to give, they durfl: not; for they were aifembled

in a fortified town, remote from their feveral

countries and intereffs (where they had governed

like fb many princes,) in the power of thole who
could, and certainly would, be revenged in cafe

they proved refractory. The belt way therefore

was, to feem to approve of what they could not

hinder. They anfwer, that the propofition made

to them by the commons was not difpleafing, but

the manner of it wanted the requifite formalities ;

that previous deliberation was neceffary to an af-

fair of fo great moment; that they could not but

G 2
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take it ill, a refolution of fuch confequence fhould

be concluded on by the commons without the leafl

acquainting of the nobility with it, who were the

chief eftate of the realm : that they alio afpired to

the honour of bearing their part in beftowing fuch

a material gift on the king and his pofterity, but

defired that the matter might be proceeded on

with that gravity, and folemnity, which the nature

of it required : that it was not fit fuch a weighty

tranfaction fhould have the appearance ofa tumult,

and feem forced rather than a free choice. The
conclufion of all was, that they hoped the com-

mons would a little defer the putting in execution

their defign ; and in the mean time confult with

them, till the affair were done orderly, and with

unanimous approbation, as well as to mutual

advantage.

This was with great vehemency by the prefi-

dent denied. He replied, thefe were fhifts only

to gain time, that the nobles might be in a con-

dition to fruHrate the intention, of the commons

;

that the point was already agreed ; and the refo-

lution taken ; that they came not thither to con-

fider, but to acl ; if the nobles would join with

them, they were ready; if not, they would do

what was to be done alone ; and doubted not but

his majefty would make his ufe of it.

' Durin-g thefe difputes the nobility had privily

fent fome of their body to court to acquaint the

king, that the commons were now at their houfe,

and had made them fudden propofals, out ofform, I

but fuch as they mould rather concur with, than

be averfe to ; that they were ready to join with
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them in offering an hereditary crown to his ma-

jefty, and the heirs males of his family for ever

;

which they hoped his majefty would accept in

good part: butdefired to proceed in,the ufual me-

thods, which fuch weighty affairs merited, viz. by

conferences and deliberations, that it might ap-

pear rather an effect of their juft fentiments of his

majefty's valour and conduct, than the fudden mo-

tions of a tumultuous aflembly.

The king, with a great deal of mildneis, as if

he had been wholly unconcerned and paifive in

the cafe, replied ; that he was obliged to them

for their defigns in favour of him, and the royal

family ; that he hoped what they were about would

tend to the benefit .of the nation ; but that a

crown intailed only on the heirs males could not

be fo acceptable to him, as if it were given with-

out that limitation; that the government of fe-

males had neither been a new thing at home, nor

unprofperous in neighbouring countries: that

they might confider of it, and fince it was their;

gift, he would not prefcribe; but it could not be

accepted by him unlefs it were more general.

In the mean time the commons grew impa-

tient, the anfwer given them was not latisfactory,

and the nobles had not yet refblved on an entire

compliance, nor were ready to accompany them,

becaufe they had not yet an account of the fuccefs

of their members lent to found the mind of the

court. The clergy and burghers therefore, led

on by their bifhop and president, proceed without

them to the palace, and were met by the prims

minifter
;
and conducted by him to the hail of au-

G 3
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dience, whither after fome Ihort time the king

came to them. The bifhop' makes a long fpeech,

letting forth the praifes of his majefty, and the

caufe of their waiting on him ; concluding with

an offer, in the name of themfelves, the two moil

numerous, and, ifhe pleafed, moftpowerful eflates,

or an hereditary and abfblute dominion; toge-

ther with the affiftance of their hands and purles,

in cafe any body mould go about to obftruct Co

necefTary and laudable a defign for the good of

the country. The king told them in ihort, that

he thanked them ; and in cafe an univerfal con-

fent eftablifhed this good defire of theirs, he would

accept the prefent they made him; but that the

concurrence of the nobles was necefTary; which

he doubted not ofin the leaft, when they had time

to' make the offer with the necefTary formalities

:

that he allured the commons of his royal prote-

ction, and mould not be unmindful of their kind-

nefs, by eafing them of their grievances, and by

encouraging fubjects who had behaved themfelves

fo valiantly, and deferved fo well from him: con-

cluding with his advice to them, to continue their

fefTion till fuch time as matters were brought to

perfection, and he could receive their gift with

the folemnity that was fitting: and thereupon

difmiflfed them.

But the nobles were all this while in a griev-

ous diffraction : they law the commons were gone

to the king without them: their mefTengers

brought news back that their proportion of in-

tailing the crown on the heirs males was not plea-

ling, becaufe a greater advantage was in profpect;.
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lat this offer was looked upon to proceed from

erfons that would not have beftowed any thing,

they could have helped it ; that it was thought

ley pretended to merit in giving only a part,

hen it was not in their power to hinder the tak-

ig the whole. In this irrefolution they broke up

;

id fince they were to meet again at noon upon

iOtherfblemn occafion, they refolved at that time

confider how to proceed in an affair fo delicate.

Mon si eur Scheie a fenator, and principal man
r
the country, was that afternoon to be buried in

;eat pomp ; his body had lain fbme months in

ate, and according to the cuftom, was to be ac=

^mpanied to its interment by all the nobility

len in town. This being a parliament time

ras choien for the ceremony, becauie the nobles

'ere all together ; and a magnificent dinner was

repared, as is ufual on the like occafions. In

le height of their entertainment an officer comes

no the room, and whhpers fome of the princi-

al men, that the city gates were fhut, and the

eys carried to court : for the king having been

iformed by the governor, that two or three had

rivily flipt out oftown the night before, and be-

ig refolved that no more mould efcape out of

he net, till he had done his bufinefs, had ordered

be governor that morning to lock the gates, and

let no perfbn in or out without fpecial order.

The governor lent one Bill, the town major, to

>ut this in execution ; who, as foon as he had

lone it, came to the houfe where they were met,

nd fat down at table among the fenators. This

lifmal news of the officer was prefently whifper-
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ed round the company ; who immediately appli

ed themfelves to him to know what the meaninj

was of fiich an unufual proceeding at the time c

a general convention t they a&ed him what de

Ainy was appointed them, whether they wer

there to be mafTacred, or what elle was to b

done with them ? The town major calmly anfwei

ed, that he believed there was no danger toward

them : that fuch violent meafures would not b

taken by To gracious a king ; though he had ir

deed given the orders himfelf for the framing th

gates ; and that no-body was to flir out of tow.

without leave ; but that this needed not diAurb c

hinder them from finifhing the work of the da)

and purfuing the public, as well as their privat

occaiions. There wanted no more than this con

firmatioii from the officer, to overthrow all th

refblution and confutations of the nobles ; th

dread of lofing their lives took away all thought

of their liberty. They immediately difpatche

mefTengcrs both to the court and the commons, t

give notice of their difpofition to comply wit

what was formerly propofed ; alluring them like

wile, that they were ready to agree to all tha

fhould be alked of them.

But the king, who had begun and played hi

game fo well hitherto, determined to purfue it t

the utmoft, and would not luffer the gates to b

opened, till the whole ceremony of the inaugura

tion was concluded, and the homage done in du

form ; and therefore ordered they mould Aay, ti;

in the face of the people, and the army, they ha

fworn fealty, and diveAed themfelves of all right
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5 well as power, to caufe any difhubance or al-

;ration for the future.

Three days time was requifite to prepare mat-

ers for that fatal hour, wherein they were to

lake a formal furrender oftheir liberty; the fcaf-

:>lds were railed in the place before the caftle,

nd adorned with tapeftry ; orders were given

or the foldiery and burghers to appear in arms

nder their refpective officers : and when all things

i'ere ready, on the 27 th of October 1660, in the

norning, the king, queen, and royal family,

nounted on a theatre erected for that purpofe,

nd being placed in chairs of flate under canopies

)f velvet, received publicly the homage of all the

enators, nobility, clergy, and commons; which

,vas performed kneeling. The oath, which they

were obliged to take, was in thefe words

.

/ A. B. do promife, and declare, that I will be

true andfaithful toyour majefly, as my mofl gra-

cious king and lord, as alfo to your royal family ;

that I will endeavour and promote your majefly
7
s

intereft in all things, and to the befl ofmy power

defend you from all danger and harm ; and that

I will faithfully ferve your majefly as a man cf

honour and an hereditary fubjecl ought to do* So

help me Cod, etc.

This oath they were all obliged to pronounce

aloud, and fome men ofquality that were fick, or

pretended to be fo, were brought in chairs ; a-

mong others tme Gersdorf, a principal fenator,

who was the only man that opened his mouth in

«the behalf of their expiring liberties, faying, that
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he hoped, and trufted, that his majefiy defigne

nothing but the good of his people ; and not t

govern them after the Turkhh manner; but wilt

ed his majefty's fucceflbrs might follow the exair.

pie, which his majefty would undoubtedly Ct

them, and make ufe of that unlimited power, fc

the good, and not the harm, of his fubjects. Nc

one of the reft ipoke a word, or feemed to mui

mur in the leafr at what was done ; and it is ot
|

fervable, that among Co many great men, who

few days before feemed to have fpirits fuitable t

their birth and qualities, none had the courag

during thofe three iafr. days, either by remor

finance, or any other way, to oppofe in any man

ner what was doing. And I have heard very ir

telligent perfons, who were at that time near th

king, affirm, that had the nobles (hewed ever f

little courage in afTerting their privileges, the kin

would not have purfued his point Co far as to de

fire an arbitrary dominion : for he was in con

tinual doubt and dread of the event, and bega

to waver very much in his refolutions ; Co tha

their liberties feem purely lofl for want of fom

to appear for them.

From the theatre, thofe that had done homag

went to the council-houfe ; where the nobles wer

called over by name, and ordered to fubfcrib

the above-mentioned declaration ; which the;

all did.

Thus this great affair was flnimed, and th

kingdom of Denmark in four days time changed

from an eftate little differing from Ariitocracy, t<

as abfolute a monarchy as any is at prefent in th
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oriel. The commons have mice experienced,

at the little finger ofan abfolute prince can be

avier than the loins ofmany nobles: the only

>mfort they have left them being to fee their

rmer opprelTors in almofl as miferable a con-

tion as themfelves ; whilft. all the citizens of Co-

aihagen have by it obtained the inngnificant pri-

lege of wearing fwords : So that at this day

}t a cobkr or barber ftirs abroad without a til-

r at his fide, let his purfe be never fo empty,

he clergy, who always make fare bargains, wrere

.e only gainers in this point ; and are full much

icouraged by the court, as the inftruments that

ft" promoted, and now keep the people in a due

mper of flavery ; the pafhve obedience principle

ding triumphant in this unhappy kingdom.

It was but juftice, that the court ihould pay

•eli the principal contrivers of this great revolu-

on; and therefore notwithftanding the general

ant of money, Hannibal Seeflede had a prefent

f 200000 crowns: Swan the fuperintendent, or

ifhop, was made archbiihop, and had 30000

cowns: the prefident or fpeaker Nanfbn 20000

owns. And to the people remained the glory

f having forged their own chains, and the advan-

ige of obeying without referve: a happineis

fhich I fuppole no Englifhman will ever envy

bem.



52 AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK.

CHAP. VIII.

The Conditio?!, Cafloms, and Temper of ft

People.

ALL thefe do Co neceffarily depend upon, ar

are influenced by, the nature and change of g
vernment, that it is eafily imagined, the prefe

condition of thefe people of all ranks mud: 1

molt deplorable ; at leaft it appears Co to an E.

glifhman, who fees it, poiTibly more than to the

that fuffer it : for ilavery, like a fickly conflit

tion, grows in time Co habitual, that it teems r

burden nor difcale; it creates a kind of lazine;

and idle defpondency, which puts men beyor

hopes and fears : It mortifies ambition, emulatio

and other troublefbme as well as active qualitk

which liberty and freedom h>eget ; and inftead

them affords only a dull kind ofpleafureof beir

carelefs and infenfible.

In former times, and even till the late alter

tion in the government, the nobility or gent

(for they are here the fame thing) lived in gre

rrluence and prosperity ; their country feats we

large and magnificent, their hofpitality extraorc

nary, becaufe their plenty was Co too: they liv

for the molt part at home, and (pent their revenu

among their neighbours and tenants, by who

they were confidered'&nd refpe£led as fo mai

petty princes. In times of convention of the

ftates, which ordinarily happened once a ye:

they met their king with retinues almoft as laf.
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as his; they frequently ate and drank at the

fame table with him ; and in the debate of public

affairs, their fuffrages were ofgreateft weight, and

ufually carried the point: for the commons were '

willing in a great meafure to be directed by them,

becaufe they much depended on them. In pro-

cefs of time this excefs of power, as you have

heard, made molt of them grow infolent, which

was the chief occation of their fall, together with

the lofs of the liberties of the whole country. So

;hat now they are funk to a very low condition,

and dimlnifti daily both in number and credit;

:heir eitates fcarce paying the taxes impofed on
them : which makes them grind the faces of their

poor tenants, to get an overplus for their ownfub-

fiftence. Nay, I have been allured by fome gen-

tlemen of good repute, who formerly were ma-
ilers of great eftates, that they have offered to

make an ablblute furrender to the king of large

poffelfions in the ifland of Zealand, rather than

pay the taxes; which offer, though prefled with

earneftnefs, would by no means be accepted.

And upon my further enquiry into the reafon of

it, I have been informed, that eitates belonging to

thofe gentlemen who made this offer, lying in o*

ther places, which had the good fortune to be tax-

ed leis than the full value of the income, were li-

able to pay the taxes of any other eftate appertain-

ing to the lame perfon, in cafe that other eftate

were not able ; [b that fome have been leen with

a great deal of joy, declaring that the king had

been fo gracious as to take their eihites from
them.

H
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Through thefe, and feveral other means,

many of the ancient families are fallen to decay

;

their country habitations, which were like palaces,

being ruinous, they are forced to live meanly and

obfeurely in fome corner of them : unleis it be

their good fortune to procure an employment,

civil or military, at court, which is the thing they

are mod ambitious of; it being indeed neccilary

to fecure to their families any tolerable fubfiftencej

or to afford them fome {belter from the exactions

and injuflices of the collectors. The civil em-

ployments are in no great number, nor of greal

value ; as they feldom are in a poor country go-

verned by an army ; fo that few are provided for

this way ; the greatefr. part patiently enduring

their poverty at home ; where, in a fhort time,

their fpirits, as well as their eftates,grow fb mean,

that you would fcarce believe them to be gentle-

men, either by diicourle or garb.

Ancient riches and valour were the only title

to nobility formerly in this country; the noble*

and gentry being, as I faid before, the fame thing,

None took either the degree, or patents of ho-

nour from the kings but of late years, to fupply

the want of riches, fome few titles of Baron 01

Count, and nothing higher, have been given tc

favourites; who enjoy not the fame privileges b)

thofe titles, as our lords in England do, but con-

tent thern (elves with a few airy infigniricant ones,

which diftinguim them from the common people

There are not many, even of this kind ofnobility;

I believe fifteen or twenty are the moft ; thefe arc

fuch, who are raofteafy in their fortunes, and arc
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obliged (that they many prefcrve them) to keep

n with the court by all manner of ways ; as in-

deed all are, who have a mind to live and eat

Dread.

It is only this kind of nobility with titles, that

have liberty to make a will or teftament, and

thereby to difpole cf any eftate otherwife than as

;he law has already determined that it fliall fall of

rouife; unlefs fuch will be, during the life of the

ceftator, approved of and iignedby the king ; and

then it (hall be offorce, and valid.

It is almoft needleis to mention that there is no

buying or felling of land here ; .for where an e-

ftate is a charge, there will be few buyers. Nei-

ther do I remember any one alienation of lands

for money, during all the time I frayed in that

country, except fome eftates which the queen

purchased ; where"me paid after the rate of 16000

crowns for that wrhicji thirty years ago was valu-

ed at 60000 crowns. There were indeed fome

perfons, who took lands from the king in lieu of

money, which they had lent the crown; and a-

mong thefe I remember to have heard of two,

monlieur Texera a rich Jew of Hamburg, and

monfieur Marfeilles a Dutch merchant, who was

formerly eitablifhed at Copenhagen. Thefe were

forced to take lands, or nothing, for their debts,

which amounted to fome hundred thoufands of

crowns ;
yet did thefe lands yield them fo little

income, by reafon of the taxes impofed on them,

though they were vair. tracts of fertile ground,

that they would willingly have parted with them

H 2
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(as I was informed) for one fifth part of their

principal.

However, in cafe it mould happen that one,

who has a mind to tranfplant himfelf to another

place, could find a purchaier for his eftate, the

law is, that one rhird part ofinch purchafe-money

fnall accrue to the king ; and indeed if there were

not fuch a levere law againft alienations, it is po£

fible moil: of the prefent poireffors would quit the

country the iirft opportunity.

The king affumes to himfelf the power of dif

pofing of all heirs and heirelTes of any confidera*

tion, as it is prac~tifed in France : not that there

3s any law for it, but upon pain ofhis difpleafure;

which here is too weighty to be born.

Military employments are mightily coveted

by the native gentry, almoil as much as the ci-

vil ; and purely for the fame rea'fon that the prieft's

office was among the Jews, viz. that they may

eat a piece of bread. For it is a Hire way to find

foldiers (as long as there are men in a kingdom)

to imitate the French king's practice in this parti-

cular : make the gentry poor,.and render traffic

unprofitable or dishonourable ; men of birth muft

live, and one half of the nation, by giving up

themfelves to flavery, will contribute their auut-

ance afterwards to put chains upon the other.

Yet in Denmark the natives are considered

much lefs than ftrangers, and are more out of the

road of preferment ; whether it be that the court

can better truft Grangers, vvhofe fortunes they

make, than the pofterity of fuch whofe fortunes

they have ruined ; or whether they think their f
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-ery parts and courage to be diminished in pro-

>ortion to their eftates and liberty, (which ap-

>ears to be plainly the cafe oftheir common peo-

ple) or for what other reafon ; certain it is, that

Jl forts of places, civil and military, are filled

nore by foreigners than gentlemen of the coun-

ry: and in their difpofal of offices it is remark-

ible, that fuch as are ofordinary birth and fortunes,

ire much fboner preferred than thofe of contrary

qualities : fo that here may be found feveral in the

noft profitable and honourable employments,

,vho have formerly been ferving men, and fuch

Jke ; and theie prove the bed executors of the

will and pleafure of arbitrary power, and there-

fore are carefled accordingly. There is one fur-

ther.advantage in the promotion of thefe kind of

men ; that after they are grown rich by extortion,

and have fucked the blood of the poor, when cla-

mours grow loud againft them, the court can

with eafe fqueeze thefe leaches, laying all the

blame of its own oppreffion at their doors; and

this without the dauger of Caufmg the difcontent

of any of the nobles, upon the fcore ofkindred or

alliance.

The difficulty of procuring a comfortable lub-

fiftence, and the little lecurity of enjoying what

{hall be acquired through induftry, is a great cattfe

of prodigality, not only in the gentry, whofe con-

dition is more eafy, but alio in the very burghers

and peafints: they are fenfible that they live but

from hand to mouth, and therefore as foon as

they get a little money they fpend it. They live

to-day, as the poet advifes, not knowing but what

a 3
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they now have may be taken from them to-mor-

row. Arid therefore expenfiveriefs in coaches,

retinue, clothes, etc. is no where more common,

nor more extravagant in proportion to their in-

come, than in this country. Parfimpny is often

not only a caufe,but a fign, of riches; the more

a wealthy man has, the more he endeavours to

acquire, and to increafe his flock : but here the

courtier buys no land, but remits his money tc

the bank of Amflerdam or ofHamburg; the gen-

tleman fpends prefently on himfelf and his plea-

fures all that he can get, for fear he mould have

the reputation of being rich, and his money be

taken from him by taxes, before he has eaten 01

drank for it ; the merchant and burgher do th<

like, and flibfift purely upon credit; there bein£

very few of this fort in the king's dominions tha

can be called rich, or worth iooooo Rix-Dollars

The peafant or boor, as loon as he get's a Rix

Dollar, lays it out in brandy with all hafte, lef

his landlord, whole Have he is,, mould hear of It

and take it from him. Thus,

Torva kaena lupumfequitur, lupus ipfe capella?n

Virg

The trading towns and villages, (ifwe excep

Copenhagen, whofe fituation and haven make i

thrive a little in fpight of ill ufage) are all fallei

to decay. Thofe boroughs which formerly len

good fums of money to the prince uponextraordi

nary public occafions, and furnifhed the Hollan

ders yearly with ten or twelve great fly boats ladi
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ng of corn, being now not in a condition to raiie

[00 Rix-Dollars, or to lade one fmall Ihip of rye

;

! is may be inftanced in Kiog, once a flourilhing

I

ittle lea-port town, twenty miles from Copenha-

gen, which in king Chriltian the fourth's time

nifed for that king's fervice, in four and twenty

lours time, 200000 Rix-Dollars ;
yet upon occa-

sion of the laft poll-tax, I heard that the collectors

were forced to take from this and others towns

[in lieu of money) old feather-beds, bedfteads,

Drafs, pewter, wooden chairs, etc. which tfcey

violently took from the poor people, who were

unable to pay, leaving them, deititute of all man-

ner ofnecelfaries for the ufe of living.

Some manufactures have been endeavoured to

be introduced, not fo much with a defign of be-

nefiting the public, as private courtiers, and great

men who were the undertakers, and expected to

profit thereby; particularly that of filks and

drinking glafles : but in a little time all came to

nothing; it being a very fure rule, that trade will

not be forced in a place where real encourage-

ments and advantages are not to be found, and

where property is not fecured ; the very credit of

the fubjec"r, being as flender as his riches are un-

certain.

If this be the cafe of the gentleman and bur-

gher, what can be expected to be that of the poor

peafant or boor ? In Zealand they are all as ablb-

lute (laves as the negroes are in Barbadoes, but

with this difference, that their fare is not lb good.

Neither they, nor their pofterity, to all generations,

can leave the land to which they belong ; the gen-
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tlemen counting their riches by their flocks of

boors, as here with us by our iftocks of cattle ; and

the more they have of thefe, the richer they are.

In cafe of purchafe
5

, they are fold as belonging to

the freehold, juffc as timber-trees are with us.

There is no computing there by numbers of acres,

but by numbers of boors, who, with all that be-

longs to them, appertain to the proprietor of the

land. Yeomanry, which is the ftrength of Eng-

land, is a ftate not known or heard of in Den-

mark; but thefe poor drudges, after they have la-

boured with all their might to raile the king's taxes,

muft pay the overplus of the profit of the. lands,

and their own toil, to their landlords, who are al-

mofl as poor as themfelve?. If any of theft

wretches prove to be of a diligent and improving

temper, who endeavours to live a little better than

his fellows, and to that end has repaired his farm-

houfe, making it convenient, neat, or pleafant

;

it is forty to. one but he is prefently tranfplanted

from thence to a naked and uncomfortable habita-

tion, to the end that his griping landlord maj

get more rent, by placing another on the land

that is thus improved : fo that in fome years it is

likely there will be few or no farm-houfes, when

thole already built are fallen through age orneglecr,

Akother grievance is, the quartering and pay-

ing of the foldiers. Thofe that know what a

vexatious thing it is (over and above the charge])

to be conftantly plagued with infolent # inmates,

* This was once known in England, when the lord Dane 01

Dr.nifh foldier quartered in the English yeoman's houfe, and do-

mineered to pyrpofe: whence came the nick-name of Lazj

Lordanc
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vho lord it where-ever they dwell, will fbon al-

ow this to be a mifchief icarce fupportable.

And although this country have a tendency to

)e extremely populous, the women being exceed-

ng fruitful, which is fufficiently proved by the

raft fwarms that in former ages, from thefe nor-

hern parts, over-run all Europe
; yet at preient

t is but competently peopled ; vexation offpirir,

11 diet, and poverty, being great obftruclions to

procreation. "Within man's memory the pea-

ants lived very happily; there was icarce any

Imily of them that was not owner of a large

piece of plate or two, befides filver fpoons, gold

rings, and other odd knacks, which they are fond

of to this day, (and whenever they have any

money, will lay it out in fuch-like things, becaufe

they dare not truft themfelves with the keeping

of money, the inclination to fpend it prefently is

Co general :) but now it is a great rarity to find in

a boor's houfe any thing made offilver, or indeed

any other utenfil of value, unlefs it be feather-

beds, whereof there are better, and in greater

p'enty, than in any place I ever faw ; and which

are made ufe of, not only to lie upon, but alfb to

Cover with inflead of blankets.

Among all the harddiips which are impofed

on thefe poor peafants, that which leemed to me
one of the greateft was, the obligation they lie un-

der to fnrnifh the king, royal family, and all their

attendants, their baggage and furniture, with hord-

es, and travelling waggons, whenfoever he makes

any progrefs (which he often does either to jut-

land or Holflein) or takes any leffer journey in
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Zealand; nay, although it be only to his cour

try-houfes of Fredericksburg and Yagersburg. I

thefe cafes all the peafants that lie near the roac

or in that diftric"t, are fummoned to attend wit

their horfes and waggons at certain ftages, whei

they are to relieve each other ; and this they o

ten do, always at their own charges for man

and horfe-meat, for two or three days togethe: 6

no regard being had to the feafbn of harvef

(which is the ufual travelling time) or to any (

ther conveniency ofthefe poor wretches. I ha\

frequently feen them with hundreds of waggor

in a company, attending the arrival of the cour

bewailing their fad condition ; and as foon as th

king came up, and his coaches, with thofe of th

other perfons of quality, were fitted with fix c

eight boors horfes each, (for they are little bigge

than calves) then every lacquey feizes on his hoc

and waggon j for his own proper u(e; at whic

time, unlefs his pleafure be in ail things complie

with, the poor trembling peafant (who drives or

and takes all patiently, without replying on

word) is fb beaten and abufed, that it has ofte

moved my pity and indignation to fee it. Ne:

ther is it only when the king himfelf travels, th;

the boors are put to this trouble ; but wheneve

he pleafes to give his warrant to any peribn c

quality, or officer, that has a journey to make

they are obliged to this fervice and attendance

Apoplexies aud the falling-fickneis are th

epidemical diftempers here; one (hail .hardly pal

through the ftreets of Copenhagen, without fee

ing one or two poor creatures groveling on th
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t round in a fit, and foaming at the mouth, with

I circle of gazers and afliirants about them. I

I .now not what to impute this to, unlefs to the ill

iiet of the common fort, which is generally falt-

r, neats, ftock-fifli, and fuch like. Apoplexies, a-

Inong the better fort, often proceed either from

xceilive drinking, or from difcontent; it being

-ery ufual here to have them die of a Slacht, as

hey call it, which is an apoplexy proceeding from,

li/content and trouble of mind. But by way of

mends for thefe ugly diflempers, there are few

>r a©ne that are troubled with coughs, catarrhs,

onfurnptions, or fuch like difeafes of the lungs.

b that in the midft of winter in the churches,

vhich are very much frequented, there is nonoiie

o interrupt the attention due to the preacher. I

im perfuaded their warm floves, with the plenty

ind purenefs oftheir firing, (which is beech-wood)

:ontributes as much to their freedom from thele

cinds ofmaladies, as the grofmtfs and unwholibm-

3efs of our coals in London does to our being

To univerfally troubled with them ; notwithstand-

ing the ingenious Sir William Petty be of another

Dpinion : for in all other refpects of air and fitua-

tion, we have much the advantage of them.

The tables of the better fort are ufually well

furniiried with dimes; yet I cannot commend the

cheer, becaufe the flefo is generally lean> and

(except the beefand veal) ill-talted, efpecially the

tame fowl, the fattening of which is an art not

known by above two or three, who have been

taught it by an Englifh poulterer, lately fet up at

Copenhagen. Wether mutton is very fcarce, and
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(eldom good : wild ducks hardly to be eaten ; aru

plovers never. Here are no wild pheafants

woodcocks, rabbits, or fallow deer. Red dee

there are, but they are the king's game, and nc

to be bought for money. The hares are gooc

and the bacon is excellent. Now and then yo

meet with a chevreuil, or (mall roe-buck, in th

market, but it is generally lean. Sea-fi{h is fcarce

and not good ; but the river-fi(h makes amends

here being the belt carp, perch, and craw-fift

that are to be found any where. One cannot ex

peel extraordinary fruits thus far north ;
yet th

gentry do not want fuch as are very tolerable, be

ing extremely addicted to gardening; and feve

ral of the nobility being fo curious, as to hav

melons, grapes, peaches, and all forts of fallad

very early, and in great perfection. The butte

is very good, but the cheefe ftark naught. Ii

general, their way of cookery would hardly b

pleafing to an Englimman.

They are much addicted to drinking; the li

. quors,that are molt in vogue with persons of con

dition, are Rhenifh wine, cherry brandy, am

all forts ofFrench wine. The men are fond c

them, and the fair (ex does not refute them. Th
poor people, who are able to indulge themfelves

do it in bad beer, and Danifh brandy, which i

made of barley.

The gentlemen and officers go very fine ii

their drefs, after the French mode; but the ladie

winter-drefs is Danilh, very becoming and con

venient. The burghers, fervants, and even pea

(ants, are neat and cleanly; they love change o

ordinar
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ordinary white linnen, which is here made cheap,

the women-kind employing their leifure-time in

fpinning. All thefe people have a degree of va-

nity; pride and poverty being often companions

to each other.

Their marriages are ufually preceded by con-

tracts, which will laft fometimes three, four, or

more years, before they proceed to a public wed-

ding by the minifter ; though often the young

couple grow better acquainted before thefe for-

malities are difpatched. The gentry give porti-

ons with their daughters; but the burghers and

peafants, if they be able, give cloths, fome hou-

{hold-fturF, and a great wedding-dinner, but no-

thing elfe till they die.

Sumptuous burials and monuments are much

in requeft with the nobility ; and it. is ufual to

keep the corpfe of a perfon of quality in a vault,

or the chancel of fome church, for feveral years

together, till a fit opportunity to celebrate the fu-

neral. The poorer fort are buried in gseat thick

chefts;" and in the towns, there are about a do-

zen of common mourners belonging to each pa-

rifn, who- are obliged to carry and attend them

to their graves.

The common people are mean-fpirited, not

warlike in their tempers, as formerly; inclined

to grofs cheating, and to iufpec"t that others have

a defign to cheat them ; therefore unwilling to go

out of a road they have been accufromed to: in-

fomuch, that if you offer them great profit for a

thing which they have not been ufed formerly to

fell, they will refufe to part with it, as fufpecling

I
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that you fee an advantage in fuch a purehafe,

which as yet is unknown to them, hut which

they 'hope to find out. I remember one inftance :

feeing great flocks of green geefe in the fields

near the town, I lent to buy fbme, but they be-

ing never ufed to fell or eat geeft, in that coun-

try, till they are big and old, it was not poflible

to perfuade any body to' part with one of them,

though double the price of a big one were offered

for each. They afked what we deilred to buy

them for? what we would do with them? etc.

for they could not be perfuaded, any one would

be (b fooliih. as to eat them whilft young, or lit-

tle. After a week, an old woman, to whom
money had been offered for a dozen, came and

brought four to fell, faying, " That neither (he,

" nor her geefe, had thriven fince fhe had refuf-

" ed to fell them at a good price ; for the kite had

" the night before killed eight of her ftock, and

" that now the remaining four were at my fer-

u vice." Thus the fuperflition of this old woman

procured us the firft green geefe that I believe

were ever eaten in Denmark; but after that they

had taken notice that we fatted and killed them for

eating, they furnifhed us with them as often as

defired. 1 would not omit this filly ftory, becaufe

it gives a more lively idea of the temper of the

common people, than any defcription I could

make. In their markets they will affc the fame

price for flinking meat as for frefh ; for lean, as

for fat, if it be of a kind. And the fure way not

to obtain, is to feem to value, and to afk impor-

tunately, a tiling which othcrwifb they them-
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Pelves would defire fhould be done. This laft re-

mark is not peculiar ro the common people only.

I do not fee that they are good at imitating the

inventions, of other countries; and for inventing

themfelves, I believe none here, iince the fa-

mous Tycho Brahe, ever pretended to it. Few

or no books are written, but what (brae of the

clergy compoie of religion. Not fo much as a

long, or a tune, was made, during three years

that I ftayed there. Their feafons of jollity are

very rare; and fince the. * fatal opera, about four

years ago, wherein many hundred perfons were

burnt together in the old queen's houfe, they con-

tent themfelves with running at the goofe on

Shrove-Tuefdays, and taking their pleaiure upon

fleds in the winter, well wrapped up in wool or

fur: a divertiiement much in requeft in this court,

and among all kinds of people. Perhaps it will

be thought too nice here to remark, that no-body

.prefumes to go in a fled, till the king and court

* On the 19th of April 1689, an opera, which had been adled

•three days before with great applaufe, was repeated for the enter-

tainment of the chief of the town, in the cattle built ty the

queen-mother, which was one of the finefi flructures in Copen-

hagen. There was a great concourfe of people, efpecially of wo-

men and children, of the beft quality. After an acl or more was

over, a lamp fet fire to the place where it flood, and the fire foon

caught hold of the juniper-work with which the houfe was beau-

tified, and immediately feizedthe roof, which was faced with oil-

ed cloth. There were but two little doors to go out at j and the

croud prefTed fo hard, and fo hindered one another's efcape, that

there were above 200 perfons, fome fay 280 burnt in the houfe,

befides many others that were miferably maimed j and the whole

caftle, with its furniture, was deflroyed. Some whole families

<perifhed in this calamity, and hardly one confidtrablc family in all

the city, that was not put into mourning by this lad accident.

1 %
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have begun ; that the king partes over a new

bridge the firft; and that the clocks of Copenhag

en Itrike the hours after the court clock.

It is a difficult matter- for ftrangers to find con

veniences oflodging or eating in Denmark; ever

in Copenhagen are few or no lodgings to be le;

in private houfes ; and in the taverns one mufl

be content to eat and drink in a public room, in-

to which any other company may enter, and dc

the like at another table ; unlefs one pretends tc

higher matters than ordinary.

The language is very ungrateful, and not un-

like the Irifh in its whining complaining tone,

The king, great men, gentry, and many burgh-

ers, make uie of the high-Dutch. in their ordina-

ry difcourfe, and of French to ftrangers. I have

heard feveral in high employment boaft that they

could not fpeak Danifh. Yet very many of the

monofyllables in this tongue are the fame with

the Englifh; and without doubt we owe the ori-

ginal of them to the Danes, and have retained

them ever fince they were matters ofour country.

CHAP. IX.

Of the "Revenue.

THE revenue of the king of Denmark ari/es

from three heads : firft, the taxes and impofiti-

ons on his own fubjects : fecondly, cuftoms paid

by foreigners: thirdly, rents of his own eftate,

erown-lands, and confiscations. Each of thefe

{hall be treated of apart.
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The taxes, paid by his own fubjecls, are in

fbme cafes fixed and conftant, in others arbitrary.

When I difUnguifh between thefe two, it is not

meant that the king's power is limited in any

wife; but only that he chufes, in Tome taxes, to

follow rules and meafures eitablifhed by himfelf;

in all others he varies often.

Of the firft fort are, firfr, the cuftoms, or toll,

for import and export : fecondly, the excife, com-

monly called the consumption ; which is upon

tobacco, wine, fait, grain, etc. and a !

l eatables

and drinkables brought into any town of the king

of Denmark's dominions to be fpent. Theie are

the great taxes ; and the laft is fevere enough; -

There are befides, of this kind, fmaller taxes; a$

that, 3dly, upon marriages, where every couple

marrying pay fb much for their licence, accord-

ing to their quality ; this is pretty high, and

comes, in fbme cafes, to a good number of Rix*

Dollars for a licence. 4thly, A tax for marked

paper, whereon all bonds and contracts, copies

ofjudicial proceedings, grants, paiTports, etc. muft

be written, otherwife they are invalid. And this

is an uneaiy tax, there being of this kind of pa-

per which amounts to feveral Rix-Dollais a (beet.

Fifthly, taxes for brewing, grinding, and other

things, which mall be hereafter fpoken of. But

thele, and fuch like, are certain ; that is to fay,

very one knows how much he is to pay, accord-

ng to an ordinance at prefent in force ; which

however may be altered as the king pleafes.

Of the fecond fort are impofitions upon land ;

which is reckoned, not by acres, but iarms j viz.

I 3
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fo much for every proportion of land that Will

bear the fbwing of a tun of hard corn. Wheat

and rye are called hard corn ; and according to

the fertility of the land, ieafonablenefs of the

' year, ability of the landlord, each farm is taxed

higher or lower, but feldom too low.

Secondly, poll-money, which is fbmetimes

railed twice in a year, and is impofed according

to the fubftance of the perfon taxed ; which is

guefTed at, not fixed, as in other places, where

all of a rank pay equally.

- Thirdly, fortification-tax, or money raifed

for, or upon pretence of making fortifications for

the defence of the kingdom, etc.

Fourthly, marriage-tax, when a daughter of

Denmark is to be difpofed of; whole portion

commonly is but i ooooo crowns : but under this

name, occafion is taken to raife more.

Fifthly, trade-money, wherein every trades-

man is taxed for the liberty of exercifing his trade,

according to the gain which it is computed he

makes by it: and he is moreover obliged to quar-

ter foldiers.

Sixthly, ground-rent for all houfes in Copen-

hagen, or any other towns in Denmark; which

are taxed by the king, when he pleafes, according

to the goodnefs of the houfe, the ability of the

pofTelTor, or the greatnefs of the fum he intends

to levy at that time.

1 In Holflein and Slefwick the lands are taxed

by ploughs; each plough paying lb much a

'month.

To begin with thofe of the firft fort, whereof
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e rates are known and fixed: it would be con-

nient, infpeaking of the cuftoms and excife, to

Itnfcribe the whole book of rates, but I fear to

too tedious ; however, not to be wanting in

y thing material, and to give a tafte, whereby

guefs at the reft, and meafure Hercules by his

nt, fbme particulars mall be fet down; whereof

I

make a right judgment, a due regard muft be

d always, not only to the plenty and fcarcity

money In a country, but alfb to the goodnefs

|'a commodity. For infrance; when I fpeak of

I

fat ox, it mult not be imagined that we mean

ch as are ufual in our Englifh markets, but ra*

er fuch as we fee come from Wales or Scotland.

ind fo of other things in the consumption tax.

Ind a Rix-Dollar, confidering the fcarcity ofmo.

fey, ought to be computed to go further than

Lrec crowns with us.

Import Customs.
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I, pays, 5

RD. Stiv.

z 00
ported

\

of wrought iron 05 16

of copper 00 32

of wire, one fort 15 00

lOne {hip pound { of wire, another 7
fort J

20 °°

of pewter vefTels 15 00

of pewter un-

wrought

„ of lead - 00 n
}

00 18



gold or

}

oo

oo

00

oo

oo

OI

OI

OO

oo

oo

oo

OI

01

oo

00

oo

oo

OI

OO

06

04

03

04

04

72 AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK.
RD.Sti

100 weight of fteel

One pound of quickfilver

One ell of cloth ofany value

One ell of plain filks

One hat

One piece of kerfey of 20 ells

X2 pair of worfted ftockings

50 ells of plain ribband

24 ells of ribband with

filver in them

12 pair of gloves

One waiftcoat knit

One other waiftcoat

One horfe

One dozen of knives

One laft of coals

100 of lemons

' of capers

of currants

of raifms

ofcinnamon
100 pound "<!

ofconfcffion8

ofcork

of nutmegs

fc
of fealing wax

One barrel of tallow

Ooe pound of tobacco leaves

Cuftoms
or Toll.

RD. Stiv.

03 OO 01

00 oof 00

Confumpti

or Excif

RD.Stt

:
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Cuftoms Consumption
or Toll. or Excife.

X

)ne pound of tobacco rolls,")

or muff 3
•)ne barrel of barley

)ne barrel of flour of all

forts

)ne barrel of filt beef

; )ne ream of paper

|)ne barrel of butter

)ne fhip pound of cheefe

)ne laftof Spanifh fait

)ne laft of French fait

)ne laft ofLunenburg fart

)he hogfhead of French wine 06 32

3ne hogfhead of vinegar

)ne ahm ofRhenifh,Canary/)
'

- „ .
>o8 00 06 00

or other ftrong wines 3

One ahm of French or Rhe-~)

nifh brandy 3 ^

)nt hogfhead of cyder - 04 32

Dne barrel of fait herrings - 01 32

of fait falmon - 01 32

of beer - - 02 00

leathers, one lifpound - 02 12

An ox brought into any town pays at
">

the gate - - - 3
3ut into Copenhagen

One calf into Copenhagen

elfewhere

RD.
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Confumptic

or Excife

RD. Sti

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

01

OO

00

OO

OO

OO

OO

OO

CO

A fheep, fwine, or goat

A chevreuil -

Apig
.

- .

A hare . -

A turkey - -

A goole - - - -

A pair of pigeons

of ducks - *

of partridges

of blackbirds or thru flies

Twenty eggs

Twenty dried eels, breams, or the like oo o:

Twenty pickerels dried - - oo o

One falmon - - oo o<

One pale of milk - - oo o

One barrel of falted flefh or tripes,")

(

whichcomes in by land to Copenhageny
to other towns

The like by fea to Copenhagen

to other towns

One fide of finoaked or falted pork

One barrel of tongues

One firkin of honey

One barrel of beans or peafe

of parfhips or turnips

Onebufhel of nuts

Four bunches of onions

One barrel of hops " - -

One firkin of fbap

of muftard feed

.of hempfeed^ or lintfeed - oo oi

oi o<

3

3

2.

o;

o<

2;

0*

OJ

o:

oi

o(

i:

o^
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Confumption

or Excife.

RD. Siiv.

horfe-load of hay entering the gates 00 02

ofcharcoal - - 00 04
of (haw - • . • 00 02

of green keal or eolworts 00 01

' of turf or wood by land - 00 01

of beech-wood by fea 00 04

of ihort wood - - 00 02

of birch-wood - - 00 01

of bark - - - 00 02

an-ks, oak-boards, and fir-deals exported, pay

one per cent, per laft, according to the {hip's

burden.

Cufrom.

RD. Sfiv.

maft for a ftirp of 28 palms long, pays 30 00

of 21 palms

of 1 3 palms

;tween 12 and 8 palms per dozen

rider 5' palms per dozen

he reft proportionably.

ne doe-fkin undrefTed

drelTed

en calves-flans

en (heep-fkins

ae ox-hide

tanned

Jen hides of Englifh leather

nebarrel of rye ground for bread,

7

>J & ^00 10
pays to the king for the grinding 3

ground for brandy co 32

1

1
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Confurnpti

or Excif<

RD. St;\

One barrel of wheat ground for flour oo i

of malt for a b; ewer - oo
\

for a private houfe 01 (

ofoats for grout - - oo <

A Rim-Dollar is fomething fhort of an En

li(h crown in value; a Stiver is more than;

Englifh penny
; 48 Stivers make a Rix-Dolk

One Liipound is the fame with what we call

ftone. One mip-pound is 20 Lifpound. A E

nifh ell is a third lefs than an Englim, or thei

abouts.

There are public mills appointed and farm

to certain perfons by the king, where all the i

habitants of Copenhagen are bound to grind u

on a penalty, and to pay the funis above-men tio

ed for grinding; it being not permitted to ai

private perfon or brewer to grind his own ma

nor baker his own bread-corn.

I need fay no more of the tax for man lag

licences, or that for the ufe of marked paper

bonds and contracts, than has been already me.

tioned.

Those ofthe fecond fort, viz. land-tax, houf

tax, poll-money,- and fonifkation-money, whi<

are ibmetimes laid high, and fometimes low, a

have no fettled eilimate made ofthem ; howeve

I mall endeavour to compute them in the fur

ming up the total ofthe revenue, according to wh

they have yielded of late years, which was pret

high ; and according to the utmoft they can be

at prefent, or may probably for the future.

Sow
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Some years ago, fincethelaftv.ar with Sweden,

he king caufed a valuation and a regifrer to be

nadeof all the houfes in the cities and boroughs

vithin his dominions, as likewife an admeafure-

nent of all lands in.rhe country, that he might

he better proportion the taxes he mould have

•ccafion to levy. Thefe are now applotted and

ailed according to the very utmoft of the people's

bilities; neither do I believe that in cafe of a

yar, or other exigency, they could poflibiy bear

greater burden; for in the country the gentle*

aan and peafant are in a manner ruined ; in the

itiesand boroughs, houfes pay yearly for ground-

ax four per Cent, of the whole value that the

round is rated at, if it were to be purchaled ; and

his is eftimated by commiffioners appointed for

hat purpofe, according to the quantity of the

round, or the conveniency ofthe ftation. More-

•ver, for every hundred Rix-Dollars which the

round of any houfe is rated at, the inhabitants

re obliged to quarter one foldier. Thus a Rhe-

rim- Wine vintner at Copenhagen, and he none

l»f the richeft, has the gtoundof his houfe valued

t 900 Rix-Dollars, he confequently pays 36 Rix-

)ollars yearly for gror.nd-tax, and quarters nine

bldiers upon the account of his houfe, and three

lore upon the account of his t: ade. The like

roportlon is obferved towards all others, with re-

pect to their houfes and trades.

Here is commonly one poll-tax at leaft every

ear ; or if it chance to mifs one year, it is_ uiual-

y doubled the next. The lowelt afieflment is

ccording to the following proportion, viz. a bur-

K
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gher, elleemed worth eight or ten thoufand Rix- I

Dollars, pays for himfelffour Rix-Dollars, for hii

wife four Rix-Dollars, for every child two Rix J

Dollars, for every fervant one Rix-Dollar, for e I

very horfe one Rix-Dollar. An ordinary ale 1

houfe-keeper pays for himfelfone Rix-Dollar, foi I

his wife one Rix-Dollar, for every child 24 Sti I

vers, for every fervant 16 Stivers.

About two years ago there was a poll-tax high I

er than ordinary ; and at that time this propor I

tion was obferved : one of the farmers of the cu I

floms paid for himfelf 24 Rix-Dollars, for his wifJ

16 Rix-Dollars, for her maid two Rix-Dollars

for every other fervant one Rix-Dollar. A

burgher, efteemed worth fix or eight thoufanc

Rix-Dollars, paid for himfelf fix Rix-Dollars, foi

his wife four Rix-Dollars, for every child twc

Rix-Dollars, for every fervant one Rix-Dollar

;

and thus did others according to their fevera

abilities.

The fortification Schatt is a tax with a witnefs;

in that which was levied in the year 1691, theft

were the rules for payment. All the king's fer

vants paid 20 per cent, of their yearly Salaries

All the officers of the army, beginning with ca-

ptains, and Co upwards, 30 per cent; of their pay,

(Thefe ufed to be freed from former taxes of thfc

kind.) The nobility and gentry paid in propor

tion to their rank and eftate. The higheit, a<

count Guldenlieu, etc, from feven hundred tc

one thoufand Rix-Dollars each. Burghers wcttj

taxed according to their fuppofed abilities; the f

richer, fort from one hundred to four hundred i
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&ix-Dollars each; the middle fort of merchants,

kvorth fix or eight thoufand Rix- Dollars, paid

brty Rix-Dollars ; an apothecary fixty-eight Rix-

Dollars ; a vintner fifty-five Rix-Dollars ; ordi-

nary burghers eight or ten Rix-Dollars each ; the

soorer fort one or two Rix-Dollars, and fb forth.

This fort of tax has been accounted equal with

mother called the Kriegs Sture, impoled at the

beginning ofthe war ; and that amounted to near

even hundred thoufand Rix-Dollars in all. But

t is moft certain, the people are not now able to

pay it as they were then, and confequently it will

not be fb much by a great deal.

When the king's only daughter was about to

be married to the prefent elector of Saxony, a

marriage-tax was intended, and had certainly

been levied in cafe the marriage had gone for-

ward: but the one, as well as the ether, is now

no more fpoken of, though no kingdom in Eu-

rope can boaft ofa more deferving princeis.

I Suppose by this time an Englifh. reader has

taken a furfeit of this account of taxes which the

fubjects of Denmark do pay. But it ought to be

a great fatisfa£Hon to him to reflect, that through

the happinefs of our confKtution, and the pru-

dence and valour of our king, the people of this

nation, though enjoying ten times more natural

and acquired advantages than the Danes, which

caufes more than ten times their afHuence, do not

for all that pay towards the carrying on the moll

necefTary and j jft war, the third part in proportion

to what the king of Denmark's fubjects do in time

K I
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of a profound peace. Paxfervientibus gravhi

ejly quam liberis helium. Tacit. Ann. x.

The fecond head, from whence proceeds i

confiderable branch of this king's revenue, is th<

cuftoms or toll paid by foreigners.

These pay fbmething more for imported

;

goods than the natives and burghers, and more

anchorage-money in the ports. The Danes, frorr.

their own ports to theirown ports paying four Str

vers per lafl ; from foreign ports ten Stivers pei

laftj whereas foreign mips pay twelve Stivers.

But that which is mod confiderable to the king,

is the toll paid by all Grangers (except the. Swedes}

that pafs the Sound ; and the cufloms ofNorway,

I have in another place given an ample ac-

count of the original and progrefs ofthis toll, to-

gether with the copy of a letter which makes a

computation of the prefent revenue arifing from

thence ; fo that I (hall not need to repeat what!

formerly laid ; only in general, that it is much

fallen from what it was in the time of the laft war,

When all that pafled paid : it came then to about

143000 Rix-Dollars yearly. In the years 1690,

and 1 69 1, it amounted not to much more than

65000 Rix-Dollars ; at which rate we may judge

it likely to continue. This belongs to the king's

orivy purfe, and comes not under the manage-

ment of the treafurer*

The revenues of Norway arife chiefly from the

tenths of timber and tar, of fiih and oil, and the

cufloms of the lame ; which being bought and

exported by foreign merchants, the fums that

come from thence into the king's coffers are pria-



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 8x

cinallv owing to them. It is true, there are filver

mines, and iron, and one of copper ; but theie

are of fmall value. The excife, and the other

taxes of the natives, are the fame with thofe of

Denmark; which thefe of Norway are better

enabled to pay, becaufe of their foreign trade j

dthougb this alfo is confiderably diminifhed fince

their late quarrel with the Dutch ; who thereup-

on gave over their traffic with them, and transfer-

red it for fbme time to Sweden. Thefe differ-

I ences have indeed been fince adjufted ; but it is a

lhard matter to reduce trade throughly into the

; former channel, when once it has taken another

icourfe. The Danes are of opinion that neither

ithe Englifh nor Dutch can pofTibly want the Nor«

way trade for their naval (lores: but if a right

!Ufe were made of our plantations in the Weft-In-

i dies, they may chance to find themfelves miftaken,

It may not be amifs to mention in this place,

though it be fbmething foreign to the matter in

hand, that jufr. before the prefent war with France,

the trading mips, belonging to all the king of
i Denmark's dominions, were computed to amount
to about four hundred, befides little barks that

bring wood, etc. becaufe the number of them
had been lefTened almoft two thirds within thirty

: years. But at prefent, fince the trade of Europe

has been in a manner carried on by the neutral

princes, it cannot otherwife be, but that the num-
ber muft be confiderably incrcafed within thefe

four years ; though as yet it comes not up to

what it formerly did.

To conclude with Norway, which is divided

K3'
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into the fbuthern and northern provinces : the

whole revenue from the firft of thefe amounts

yearly to between five and fix hundred thoufand

Rix-Dollars; and from the laft to between two

and three hundred thoufand Rix-Dollars; and Co

the total may be, commumbus anms, 800000 Pax*

Dollars.

The exacleit computation that I have known

made of the Englifh, Dutch, and French trades

ro thefe parts in times of peace, ran thus; of

Englifli there pafTed the Sound yearly from two

hundred veiTels to three hundred ; of Dutch from

one thoufand to eleven hundred • of French from

ten to twelve; and the like proportion to Nor*

way. By which it is eafily judged, that the

friendihip and trade of France ought to come in

no competition with that of England and Hol-

land ; fince the king of Denmark owes fo large a

ihare ofhis befc revenue to thefe laft, and fo little

to the other;

The third and leaf! considerable branch ofthe

revenue arifes from the rents of the crown lands,

£nd eonflfcated eftates. The latter are in the

king's hands, either upon account of forfeiture

for treafcn and other crimes, or by reafon ofdebt

and nonpayment oftaxes; and it is to be fuppof-

ed thefe will increafe every day in proportion to

the poverty of the country; fince, as 1 formerly

faid, many would be glad rather to furrender their

eftates to the king, than pay the taxes impofed

on them.

But notwithftanding this addition of lands,

the king is fo far from being the richer, that he
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s the poorer for it : for upon the king's becomi-

ng poflefibr of any man's eftate, immediately the

jreat pains and care ceafes which was formerly

aken to improve it, and make it yield as much as

t could; and it becomes almoft defblate, either

hrough the negligence pr little encouragement

>f the tenants: generally it turns to foreft, and

ontributes to his diverfion, though little to his

•urle; and the noufes run to decay. So do the

oyal palaces, whereof there are a great many on

: ic crown-lands ; few of them, except Frede-

i icksburg, being in a condition to be dwelt in.

or wh'ch reaibn it is a hard matter to make a

jtft calculation what yearly revenue thefe afford

:

nd that <' hich they do yield goes for the moft

>art among the courtiers, who have the gover-

nent of the king's houfes, the fupervifbrfhips of

;
lis parks, forefts, and farms, with the fervkes of

tisboorsand tenants. So that I believewe mould

ather over than under reckon them, if we com.

>ute the clear yearly profit of thefe to amount to

:ooooo Rix-Dollars.

I endeavour ed to know from an ex aft and

inderftanding perfbn there, how much the run-

ning cam ofthofe kingdoms might probably be:

vhofe anfwer was in thefe words :
" It is very

1
difficult to make any rational computation of

1 the running cafh of thefe kingdoms \ but cer-

f tainly it is but very little, and not near the
: hundredth part of that of England: for, ex»
e
cepting a very few, none have any caih by

' them ; the trading people, through whole hands
k

it runs, being generally men of no fubftance,
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" but indebted over bead and ears to their crc

" ditors at Amfterdam and Hamburg, it come
44 no fboner in, but it is paid out. Moreover, th<

" cafh of the nation runs yearly out, by wha
94 the officers of the army, who are foreigners
u can clear ; for all that they tranfport to othe

H countries; likewife by what divers of the mi
41 nifters of ftate can fcrape together ; fince it i

4i obferved, that few or none of them purchaf

"any lands, but place their money in the bank

" of -Vmfterdam and Hamburg. Furthermore

" by what the over-ballance of trade carries a

4( way ; for this country confumes more of fo

" reign commodities, than its own product cat

" countervail. And all this makes me believe

41 that there is but an inconfiderable running cad

*' here ; and very much of that which runs a
4i mong the people is brafs-money, which is no
44 worth any one's while to export: befides, th<

" very filver coin has a great mixture of braf:

** in it.

From the whole, I conclude, that there is i

moral impoffibility all thefe taxes and impofition:

mould continue. The weight ofthem is alread}

fo great, that the natives have reafon rather t(

wi(h for, than defend their country from, an in

vader ; because they have little or no property tc

lo(e, and may probably thereby mend their con-

dition, when there is (carce a polTibility of mak-

ing it worfe, There feems to be a great fenle o)

this in the court, and therefore an army compof
ed of foreigners is depended on. Here follow the

particulars of the revenue.
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Rix-DoI/ars.

Toll of the Sound 65000

Ml the reft of the toll of Denmark 1

farmed at , j

The confumption or excife of Copen-7

hagen, farmed at j

The confumption of the reft ofDenO

mark $
Smaller taxes in Denmark

Poll-tax, fortification - tax, ground1

rents, hard-corn -tax $
y 1 the revenue of Norway

king's eftate, crown-lands, etc,

[feland farmed for

Oldenburg and Delmenhorft

Toll upon the Wefer

Feroe, Groenland, etc.

165000

1 40000

140000

1 00000

lOOOOOO

700000

200000

27000

80000

5000

o

RiX'Dollars. 2622000

It muft be obferved, that the poll-tax, and the

ifortification-tax, are never both raifed the fame

year; fo that there muft be deducted out of that

fum about 400000 Rix- Dollars in lieu of one of

thofe taxes ; and then the fum total of the whole

'revenue of the king of Denmark will amount e-

very year to about two millions two hundred

twenty-two thoufand Rix-Dollars.
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CHAP. X,

Of the Army, Fleet, and Fortreffes.

HAVING done with the revenue, I come it

the next place to mew how thole fums are ea I

pended : and it is certain, that the levying of ther

is not more grievous to the fubject, than the res
j

fbn for which they are levied, viz. the mainter

ance of a great ttanding army : lb that the peopl

are contributors to their own mifery ; and the]

purfes are drained in order to their flavery. Thr
[

the king of France makes the rich towns he take

be' at the charge of building citadels to keep their

felves in awe : and it is that matter of the art c

reigning, as his flatterers call him, that has ir.

flructed the court of Denmark, as well as the c

ther princes and ttates of Europe, in the pernici

ous fecret of making one part of the people bot

the bridle and fcourge ofthe other ; which in tim

mutt needs end in a general defolation.

The king of Denmark has been but too apt

pupil to iuch a matter, and has endeavoured eve

to exceed his original ; which he finds to his coJ

at this day, in railing more men than his countr

can maintain. Soldiers are, through I know nc

whatmittaken policy, efteemed the riches of th

northern kings, and other German princes; fci

when they make an eftimate of each other'

wealth, \t is not by the ufual and ancient manne|

of computation, the fertility or extent of the tei

ritory, the traffic, induftry, number, or riches c
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he people; but by Co many horfe and foot: for

he fubfiftence ofwhich they are forced, after they

ave eaten up their own fubje&s, to make ufe of

hundred cruel and unjufl mifts, to the ruin of

heir neighbours. And when they cannot accom*

( lifh fuch a dtuructive project in the manner they

/i(h, then they are conftrained to foment quarrels

etween more potent princes, that they may have

he opportunity of felling to one or other thofe

jrces which themfelves cannot poffibly maintain

:

3 thatatprefent fbldiers are grown to be as fale*

ble ware as (heep or oxen, and are as little con-

erned when they are fold ; for provided the of-

fers be rendered content by the purchafer, in

laving liberty to plunder the laborious and honeft

ountry people in their marches, and a fat win-

er-quarter, with permiffion to defraud their own
aen of their pay, the common foldier goes with

1 10 more fenfo than a beaft to the (laughter ; hav-

ng no foch fentiment, as love ofhonour, country,

'eligion, liberty, or any thing more than mere

ear of being hanged for a deferter.

But thismifchievouscuftom ofprinces, efteem*

ng foldiers the only true riches, was firft begun

itnd eftablifhed by the French king, and is grown

!*eneral by his care to cultivate this opinion in the

ininds of the German princes, ^vhofe poor coun-

ties he fbrefees will be foon ruined by fuch a pra-

Sice. This he principally aims at, and it has

wrought matters to fuch a pais, that war and de-

iiru&ion are grown abfa^itely neceffai y. For as

ill men that lay up wealth never think they have

snougb, fo thefe that confide* foldiers as the only
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riches, never ceafe enlarging their number, til

they are neceifttared, for their fubfifrence, eithe

to come to blows with their neighbours, or to ere i

ate animofities between others; wherein the 1
i

have found the knack of being employed, and re
|

ceiving pay, without interelfing themselves in th A

quarrel. Where this will end, God almighr I

knows, and can only prevent the apparent mil :|

chiefs threatened by it, viz. the univerfal mifer i

and depopulation of Europe. For fince this pra 1

ctice is grown To general, none of thefe kings o

princes, though endowed with a more peaceabl

lpirit and better judgment than the reft, dare

lead the dance, and diiarm, for fear of his arme<

neighbours, whole necciTuies make them wait on

ly tor an opportunity to fall upon him that is worf

provided to make refinances and this is none o

the leafl calamities which the French tyranny ha:

forced upon the world ; having reduced all th<

princes and commonwealths of it to this" hare

choice, either to fubmit therafelves to an intoler

able foreign yoke, or maintain vipers at home tc

gnaw their own bowels.

But the confequences of thefe unjufr practice'

have been more pernicious to Denmark, than tc

the French king that fet the example : the toad

may emulate the ox, and fwell ; but he mall foon«

er burft than equal him. The one goes on in a

courfe of profperous tyranny; but the other,

through an ill calculation of his own ftrength/

which is no way proportionable to his ambition,,

never hitherto throve in any of his attempts upon

his .neighbours. Hamburg is yet a free city, and

the :



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 89

I
the duke of Holflein reflored to his poffeflions;

whilft Schonen, Halland, Bleking, and Yempter-

land, remain in the pofleifion of the Swedes ; who,

in taking up arms for their own defence, have had

the fortune to revenge the injury. And the Danes

are conftrained to acquiefce in the lofs of thole

their beft provinces, without any rational hopes

Df ever recovering them.

xA lift of the Horfe and Foot in the fervice of
the king ofDemnark, which belonged par-

ticularly to ^Denmark, Holflein, and Ol-

denburg.

H O R S E.

Men.
REGIMENT of Danifh guards, confifling]

of fix troops, 75 men in each troop, >

lieutenant-general Plefs colonel, with
j

officers of all forts J

Regiment of Holflein guards, confifling
J

of nine troops, each fifty with the offi- > 450

cers, colonel Bafs J
Col. Berenfdorf's regiment, nine troops 450

Col. John Rantzaw nine troops 450

Col. Rave nine troops - 450

Col. Swanwedle nine troops - 450

Cot. BafTum nine troops - 450

Col. Nemerfon nine troops - 45°

Col. Hulft nine troops - 450

Col. Sturk nine troops - 45°

Col. Otto Rantzaw nine troops 45°

Col. Gam nine troops - 45°

Total 545°
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DRAGOONS.
[Raifed moft hi Norway."]

Baron Lyondale colonel - 500

Col. Bee - 300

Col. Habercas - - 500

Total 1500

FOOT.
Regiment of guards, duke of Wirtemberg

1,
Moo

colonel

Queen's regiment, col. Paflaw 1200

Prince royal's regiment, col. Crage 1 200

Prince George's regiment, count Alefeldt 1 100

Prince Chriftian's regiment, brig. Elemberg 1000

Zealand regiment, col. Tramp 1200

Funen regiment, col. Browne 1100

Note, that thefe feven regiments were greater, before bat-

talions were taken out of each of them, which were

fold to his majefty, and now ferve under the dyke

of Wirtemberg' s command in Flanders.

Lieutenant-general Schack's regiment 1800.

Lamfclorf's regiment 1200

Regiment of Courlanders, col. Pottcamer 1000

Marine regiment, col. GtrCdorf 1 coo

Qldenburg regiment, col. Bieulo 2000

Total 15200

Note, That by virtue of a treaty concluded with the em-

peror, there were fcnt lately into Hungary part of the

forenamed troops, under the command of colonel Ra;it-

zaw, viz.
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One battalion of lieutenant-general Schack's

regiment.

One battalion of col. Potteamer's regiment.

One regiment of horfe taken from the former

colonel, and given to one colonel Wyer.

Colonel Bee's regiment of dragoons, which

may be deducted from the fum total at the end.

Fuziliers, cannoniers, and bombardiers in 7 n
1800

Denmark, Norway Holitein, etc.

7 oC 1800

Sum total of the foot, befides officers 1 7000

A lift of the Forces hi Norway.

Men.
One regiment of horfe, confuting oO

nine troops, commanded by col. Rechle )

One regiment of dragoons, commanded "> ~

by colonel Marflial j-

1256

FOOT.
Bergen regiment, col. Ed. Ken

Aggerhuys regiment, col. Houfman

Smaland regiment, brigadier Tritiraw

Upland regiment, col. Brockenhuy fen

"Weftland regiment, col. Arnaulcl

Dronthem regiment, col. Schults

A marine regiment

Two new raifed regiments, one command.

ed by col. Bunenberg, the other by-
Two free companies at Dronthem 200

9300

Referves - - - 5000

L 2
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Thefe referves are fuch as receive no pay in

'

time of peace, hut are like our militia, only they

have cloths given them once in two years; and

are obliged to meet and exercife every Sunday, if
j

the weather be fair.

So that the king of Denmark's land-]

forces, confifting of horfe and dra- j> 6950 I

goons, in Denmark, HoLitein, etc. j

Foot in the fame - - - 17000

Horfe and dragoons in Norway - 1 256

Foot in Norway, including the referves 14300
PIMM llll «.» llWl I

In all are 39506

But if you exclude the referves, with a-]

bout 2 coo men that were lent to J
, ^ 32006

Hungary, the fum total will amount

to (befides officers of the foot) J

A great regiment of foot, before the battali-

ons were drawn out of them for the king of En-

gland's fervice, confifted of nineteen companies;

and io it will be again when thefe forces return

to Denmark. In the guards were a great many

more.

The charge of one of thefe great regiments of

foot amounts to 90000 Rix-Dollars a year, thus

:

R D. Stiv.

1 Captain's pay per month - 20 00
J

2 Lieutenants, 11 Rix-Dollars each 22 00

3 Serjeants C Pay 4 R D. 1 to each *)

g
1 Fourier \ Bread 3 2 Stiv. 3 in all >

3 Corporals pay and bread, -

Stivers each

1, 3RD. 32")
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RD. Stit.

2 Carpenters 1 1

10 Cefreiders } 3 R D. 8 Stiv. each } ^ l6

2 Drummers J J

88 Common foldiers, 2 Rix-Dolla*.

32 Stivers each

Lars')

3.5° 3*

For nineteen companies - - 6662 32

The grenadiers have half a Rix-Dollar7M4 24
per man more 3

This is per month - -. 6717 08

And per year - 80606 00

Each captain hath per month fori

recruiting, 8 R D. which for 19 j> 1824 00

companies in 12 months is J

The colonel hath more than his"

captain's pay per month RD. 30

2 lieut. col. per month more 40 ; And in a year

2 majors per month more - 201 1680 00

And to a regiment are five 7Henfigns

per month 140 j --

Total 84110 00

The remainder of the 90 thousand Rix- Dol-

lars runs up for the other officers, auditor, quar-

termafter, furgeon, powder, fhot, and other nece£»

fary expences.

The common fbldier receives but 17 Stivers

a week; the reft got;s for bread, quarters :nd

cloths, which they have once in three years from

L 5
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head to foot; and in the midlV ofthofe three years,

fhoes, ftockings, breeches, (hirt, and cravat. It is

permitted to the common foldiers to work where

they are quartered ; but then during this permimon

their officers receive all the benefit of their pay.

The foot, both officers and foldiers, are for the

mofl part fti angers of all countries, whom choice

or fortune brings thither; Germans, Poles, Cour-

landers, Dutch, Swedes, Scotch, Irifh, and now

and then an Englilh feamm, whom they make

drunk after a long voyage, and inveigle him by

fair promises, in that humour, to take fome of

the king's money. The natives are, through their

difpirited temper, thooght very improper to make

foldiers; and befides, the landlords, whofe flaves

they are, can hinder them from entering into the

king's fervice, and can remand them, if any

mould offer fo to do ; as has' been frequently pra-

ftifed by them, to avoid mifery at home, and to

exchange one flavery for another.

The officers of the horfe receive no more pay

in time of peace, than thole of the foot. The

troopers, who are generally natives, and none of

the.be.fl foldiers, are maintained every one by his

peafmt, who is bound to give him and his horie,

meat, drink, houfe-room, etc. befides to the value

of fix millings fterling a month ; half of which

money goes to his colonel towards his mounting.

The dragoons are in fomewhat a better con-

dition, becauie they are not obliged to keep hoi fes,

but in time ofwar; befides, in Holftein they have

larger pay than in Denmark.

In Norway the forces coll but littlela ccmpari-
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:>n of what they do elfewhere; for befides the

ay of the officers, and the clothing of the fbl-

iers, not much money is expended; each fingle

Dldier having free quarter amongfl: the boors. It

; to be noted, that the officers of this army are,

>r the moft part, fourteen or eighteen months in

rrear of pay; fo that the beft part of their main-

:nance is out of the common foldiers fabfiltence

tioney.

The Names of the general Officers.

Lieu tenant-Generals.

^ount "Wedel Marefchal.

^ount Guldenlieu Viceroy of Norway,

)uke of Wirtemberg.

lommandant Schack.

VIonGeur PlefTen of the Horfe.

VIonlieur Dumeny.

Major-Generals.

Monfieur De Cormaillon.

Monfieur Mafpack of the horfe.

Matter of the Ordnance is Col. Monk.

Thus much {hall fuffice for the land. I come

now to fpeak of the lea forces.

The Names of the Admirals are

Admiral-General Monfieur Juel.

Vice-Admiral Bielk.

Vice-Admiral Spaan.

Vice-Admiral Gedde.

Rear-Admiral Hoppe.

Rear-Admiral Van S tuckers.
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There are in Copenhagen 3000 Teamen ker.

in conftant pay, who go not to Tea unlefs in tim

ofwar, but have a certain fmali allowance of mc

ney, with a conftant weekly provifion of fal>

flefh, itock-ri(b, meal, grout, etc. given them 01

of the public ftore-houfes, for the maintenance (

themfelves and families. They have raoreovc

feveral flreets of fmall houfes, like barraqnes, bui

regularly for them, by king Chriftian the fburtl

in one of the out-fkirts ofCopenhagen within tr

works ; where they live rent-free, and where the

leave their wives and children when they go 1

lea. Their builnefs in time of peace is to woi

on the Holm; which is a large yard with docl

in it, to build {hipping, over-againft the king

palace in Copenhagen. Here they are employe

by turns in all laborious works belonging to (hip

guns, anchors, cables, drawing oftimber, etc. an

fo painful is this toil etteemed, that criminals <

the higheit kind are ufually condemned to wor

on this Holm for a certain number ofyears, or du:

ing life, according to the nature of the offenc

Once a year generally, to find exercife for theft

fome of the men of war are rigged and equippe

with their guns, etc. and drawn out of port to Hi

up and down, between that and Eifinore, for thre

or four weeks, or longer, according as the goo

weather laits. The pay of thefe mariners i

money is but 8 Rix-Dollars yearly for each ; an

as fmall as it is, it is fo ill dilcb.irged, that the

mutinied ieveral times of late years, for want (

it, and even beileged the king in his palace, ti

fome fignal icverity towards the principal mut



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 9 7

•
: eers quelled them. There is ufually a year and

I half's arrears owing to them, and often more

;

l/hich is the better born, becaufe of their weekly

llowance in provifion ; although that be very

I :anty, efpecially to fuch as have many children

I) feed.

The beft teamen belonging to the king of

Denmark are the Norwegians; but moil: of thefe

re in the fervice of the Dutch, and have their fa-

I

lilies eftablifhed in Holland, from whence it is

:arce likely they will ever return home, unlefs

le Dutch ufe them worfe, or the Danes better,

lan hitherto they have done ; for the Daniih fea-

rovifion is generally very bad.

All the officers of the fleet are in conftant pay,

s well in time of peace as war ; which makes

hem lefs given to plunder, than thofe who make

fe of the fhort time they are in commiflion to

nrich themfelves as fait as they can.

A lift of the King of Denmark's Fleet,

Ships.

jhriftianus Quintus

'rince Frederick

plephant

jrhree Crowns

Norway Lion

Vince George

upur Prince

jjvlercurius

IjVlars

||rhree Lions

3rake

Gims.
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This fleet was never fet to fea thus equipped,

it this is the computation the Danes make of

eir fea forces; anu thus much they fay in cafe

"neceflity they are able to perform.

Some of the biggeft ofthefe mips draw more

iter by five or fix foot at the ftern than at the

ad, which denotes they are broken-backed

;

sy are all generally lower matted than ours, and

?m more unwieldy. I believe them more proper

* the Baltic than the Ocean ; if we except fome

v of the cruifers, and other fliips which convoy

.ir merchant-men to France, Spain, and

•rtugal.

ortrejfes belonging to the king ofDenmark,

ON Bornholm, a fertile ifland in the Baltic-fen,

arett to Sweden ofany of this king's dominions,

2 two fattnefles; one an ancient cattle, the o-

gf a citadel, according to the modern manner

fortification, which commands the belt road in

1 ifland called Roena. It was finifhed in the

ar 1689, and has good battions and out-works.

Christian's Oye, about (even Englim miles

ith-weft from Bornholm, being a number of

:le iflands which inclofea fafe harbour for thirty

1 ; the largett ifle, in form of a crefcent, is well

fitted.

In the ifland Mune at Stege, a (mall town, is

ancient cattle of little defence, where there is a

rifon

.

In Laland, all that looks like ttrength is the

•vn of Naxkew, and an old cattle called Allholm

;

t they are of no great defence.
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In Zealand, firft, the town of Copenhagen i

well fortified, but the works are only earth. Se

condly, the caftle of Cronenburg near Elfinon

which is now near fmifhing, and is faced wit

brick: it is an irregular, but good fortificatior

Thirdly, Corfoer, a fmall earthen fortrefs over £
j

gainfl Funen.

In Funen, the town ofNyburg is pretty we

fortified towards the fea; but towards the Ian:

the works are out of repair.

In Holftein there is, iirft, Glucftadt, a well fo;

tifled town upon the river Elbe, which becaufe c

its neighbourhood to Hamburg is kept in a goo

condition. Secondly, Cremp, a town withi

three Englifh miles of the former, near the riv(

Stoer, in no extraordinary repair. Thirdly, Hi I

lar Schance on an ifland, twelve Englifh. mill

from Hamburg. Fourthly, Rendsburg, on tl

borders between Holftein and Slefwick, and c

the river Eyder; this place is now enlarging, tl

bulwarks and outworks are facing with brick

;

will be a royal fortification, and is the moft coi;

fiderable place the king of Denmark has, bot

for ftrength and fituation. Fifthly, Chriflianj

Prize, or Frederick's Ort, (for it has two name:
|

fituated at the entrance of the haven of the cil

of Kiel on the Baltic. It is commanded by a hi

one hundred and twelve roods north from it..

In Jutland, fii-ft, Fredericia, a very well fortif

ed town, being a pafs over the Little Belt. S<
:

condly, Hall, a fmali fortrefs on the northfide tl
j

entrance ofthe river that leads to Alburg. Thin

ly, at Flatitrand, twenty Engliih miles fouth «

tl
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the Scagen point, is a Schance and a fmall fort for

the defence of the haven.

To the fouthward of the north cape of Lap-

land is a fort of fix baftions, called Wardhuys.

And in Norway there is, firft, Dronthem, guard-

ed to the fea by a frrong caftle, called Monkholm,
(where Monfienr GrirTenfelt is atprefentkeptclo'e

prifbncr) and to the land by a frrong citadel. Se-

condly, Bergen, a very frrong place towards the

fea, and environed with high mountains, which

make it inacceflible. by land. It was here the

Dutch Eaft India (hips fheltered themfelves, when

the Englifh fleet, under the command of the earl

of Sandwich, attacked them unfuccefs&illy. The
Danes had paifed their word, that they would de-

liver them up ; but fbme fealbnable prefents, which

the Hollanders made at court, prevailed fo far, as

to make them break it; which occafioned the

Hollanders fafety, and our diigrace. Fourthly,

Chriftiania, the capital of Norway ; it has a flrong

citadel. Fifthly, Larwick, a flight fortification.

Sixthly, Frederickftadt, a place which has good

works, but built on a bad foundation. Seventh-

ly, Wingar Caftle, a pais on the borders of Nor-

way. Eighthly, Frederick's-hall, a place well

(fortified, but much commanded by a hill one

hundred rood from it. Ninthly, a fort at Fleckero,

inear the town of Chriftianfandt.

Im the Baft-Indies the king has a fmall fortrefs

called Tranquebar, on the coalt of Coromandel

;

in Guiney another called Chriftianfburg; and a

Ithird in the iflund of St. Thomas in the Weft-

.'Indies, which commands the only good port in

M
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all thole parts, wherein mips take fhelter during

thefealbn of the hurricanes.

One may eafily judge that fuch an army and

fleet, with Co many fortrelTes, cannot be main-

tained as they ought, without a very great purfe.

The former chapter gives a juft account of the re-

venue; and the military expences may be guefT-

cd at by this. There is over and above all thefe,

the charge of the civil lift, the maintenance ofthe

court, king's children, public minifters, etc. Whe-
ther the income bears proportion to all thefe ex-

pences, and would be fufficient without the afli-

fiance of foreign money, is left to the determina-

tion of fuch as are fkilled in calculating.

CHAP. XI.

Ofthe Court.

UNDER this head I comprehend the king,

queen, royal family, minifters of ilate, knights of

the order of the Elephant, and of Dannebrug,

with other principal officers belonging to the

court.

The prefent king of Denmark, Chriftian the

fifth, is but ofa moderate flature, rather lean than

corpulent; yet well proportioned, and ftrongly

built; his complexion is languine ; he wears a

black perriwig; the lines ofthe lowerpart of his face

are not unlike thole of king Charles the fecond;

his conftitution has been very robuft, capable to

endure, and loving to undergo all manner of fa-

tigue ; until that within thefe few years, having
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had fome fits of the gout, he thought it better to

diipenfe with exercifes which might difturb his

eafe ; efpecially there being lefs need in time of

peace of his taking fuch pains as he eafily could,

i and yet would do, were there occafion. He be-

& gan the fix and fortieth year ofhis age the fifteenth

t of April 1692. His habit is ufually modefr,

j but genteel; he feldom appears at court-times

ii with either hat or gloves, though always (after the

German fafnion) with a good fword girt clofe to

J his fide.

As to his qualities, he is a prince of fingular

! affability and good-nature ; temperate, ifyou con-

fider the humour of that country; being neither

. luxurious in his meat or drink, and of late years

very feldom making any debauch. His amours

have not been many, and in thofe he has con-

tinued very conftant. He is religious as a prince

ought to be, without doting on his clergy, though

I they feem to adore him: in his own tempera

lover of juftice and moderation ; but often over-

! ruled by thofe about him, to whom he leaves the

whole management of affairs ; becaufe he neither

loves, nor has a genius for bufinefs. He fpcaks

little, unlefs to his minifters, and immediate fer-

vants ; yet he gives all opportunity and encour-

agement to others to entertain him ; as it were

emboldening them by a gracious fmile, and ad-

vancing towards them. He is matter of three

languages befides his own, the High and Low
Dutch, and the French, ufing them with great

eafe upon occafion. He was not bred up to any

fort of learning, yet takes a particular delight in

M 2
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Geography; and is never better pleafed than

when an exact chart of any country, or delinea-

tion of any fortrefs, is brought to him; his ge-

nius for war inclining him to love fortification.

He is of a clear undoubted pe'rfonal courage, as

has been often demonftrated in the late wars with

Sweden ; but eafes himfelf of the greateft part of

the conduct, which he leaves to his generals, not

relying on his own judgment either in occafions

of action or negotiations ; though it is probable

the greatnefs of his courage in the one, and the

fincerity of his intentions in the other, would pro-

duce better effects, did he truft himfelfmore, and

others lefs. In fine, he is a very mild and graci-

ous prince, beloved rather than reverenced by his

people ; who are fenlible that the prefent form of

government, concurring with a king of a fevere

temper, would be altogether intolerable. His

motto under his arms and cypher is, Pietate et

Juftitia ; and his fubjecls do really believe the pre-

servation of thefe to be his true inclinations ; and

that all hardships that fall upon them have their

rife from the miniftry. Therefore they complain

of his permitting, rather than his acting; and at-

tribute all the evils they endure, to the eafinefs of

his temper, and unhappinefs of their prefent con-

stitution ; which is not redrefTed by any advan-

tages derived from his education.

The queen, Charlotta Amelia, is a princefs

that deferves to be mentioned with all honour,

even though me were not of that high quality.

She is fair, and well-fhaped ; her complexion be-

ing a mixture offlegmatic and fanguine ; and al-
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:hough fhe be in the forty-firfl year of her age,

zontinues fTill handfbme. Her carnage is very

engaging, affable and free ; her great accomplifh-

iments fecure to her the hearts of her fubjecls, not-

jwithflanding her differing from them in religion,

imd flop the mouths of the bigotted Lutherans,

1 who would be apt enough to exclaim againft her,

did not a molt unreproachable life fet her above

malice. They have made feverai- attempts to

t wound the Calvinifl religion through her fides;

put me has hitherto fruflrated them all, and pre-

ferred not only herfelf, but the little French pro-

jteflant church (lately founded in Copenhagen by

her bounty, and fubfifting through her protection)

|from all the ailaults made againft it by perfbns in

Ipower. And this fhe does the more effectually,

[through a prudent compliance with the king in

j
matters indifferent, going frequently with him

to the Lutheran fervice and fermons; thereby

:not only {hewing the charitable and good opinion

ifhe has of the public eflabiiihed worfhip, but get-

ting a greater freedom of going every afternoon

to hear the French minifters in her own church.

; She is the common refuge of diflrefTed people,

! who never fail of their account in approaching

her. Neither is accefs to her difficult ; fhe often

prevents thofe that have need, and does good be-

fore fhe be fought unto. In fhort, fhe is fifler to

the prefent Landgrave ofHefTe CafTel ; worthy of

fuch a brother, and the illuflrious flock from

whence fhe proceeds.

The king of Den mark has five children; four

princes and one princefs. Prince Frederick, the

M 3
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eldeft, who is alfo called the Prince Royal, is a-

bout twenty years old. It were to be wiihed his

education had been more conformable to his.

quality ; for his former governor, being fomewhat

pedantic, had infufed a little fUfFnefs and formali-

ty into the pupil, which people, thatjudge by out-

ward appearances, are apt to mifconftrue pride ;

but doubtlefs his travels have reformed that ill

habit. Prince Chriftian, the fecond fon, is about

eighteen years of age, of a more lively and af-

fable temper than his elder brother, as well as,

taller, and of a more robuft conftitution; much

addicted to hunting, and riding the great horfe;

he longs for nothing more than to fee and (hew

himfelf to the world. Prince Charles, the third

fon, is about nine years old ; and prince William,

the fourth, about fix. The former is a very for-

ward hopeful youth ; the latter does not yet ftir

out of the nurfery, fo that no judgment can be

made ofhim.

The Princefs Sophia Hedwig is about fixteen,

a very beautiful fweet-tempered and well educat-

ed lady ; me was contracted to the prefent elector

of Saxony her own coufin germainj but the

match was afterwards broken off. '

The king has, befides thefe, two natural fbns

by Mrs. Mote, a citizen's daughter of Copenha-

gen, whom he has made countefs of Samfoe (an

iiland which he has given to her :) he fends her

moreover, as it is confidently reported, iooo Rix-

Dollars every Saturday night. The young gen-

tlemen, her fbns, are very handfome and hope-

ful. The ekleft is la the fervice ofFrance, where
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he has a regiment of horfe, and is called young

Guldenlieu, to diftinguifb. him from the elder,

who is viceroy of Norway; the king gives him

the revenue of the poft -office. This appellation

af Guldenlieu is appropriated to the baftard ions

Df the kings: I know not whether it began with

the prefent viceroy of Norway, or not ; but it is

likely to continue hereafter, and a young Gulden-

lieu will become as necefTary an ornament to the

court, as an heir of the crown.

The fecond of the king's fons, by the counters

of Samfbe, is deflgned for the fea ; and to that

end has been fent feveral voyages in a man of

war, under the direction of a trufty perfon, in or-

der to fit him to be one day admiral general.

His high excellency, count Guldenlieu, viceroy

of Norway, and natural brother to the king, will

be more properly mentioned here, as one of the

royal family, than when we come to (peak ofthe

rninifters; for though he be one of them, yet he

cares not to embark himfelf deep in the public af-

fairs, having formerly, in fbme occurrences, burnt

his fingers ; he thinks it wifdom rather to enjoy

his divertifements, and the favour of the king,

which he now firmly poiTeiTes. His father, king

Frederick, loved him fo well, that he once thought

ofmaking him king ofNorway ; which has been

remembered to his prejudice, and obliges him to

carry htfnfelf with great care under a govern-

ment fo arbitrary as this is. He is about fifty-fix

years ofage, has been one of the handlbmefr, and

continues one of the finefl, gentlemen that Den-

mark has produced ; having, to his natural ac-
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complimments, added all the advantages of tra-

vel, and knowlege of the world. He is a man of

pleafure, and understands itin allits refinements;

his palace, his gardens, his entertainments, man-

ner of accoiting, etc. excelling by many degrees

any thing that can be found elfewhere in that

kingdom. He was formerly ambafTador extraor-

dinary from king Frederick his father to king

Charles the fecond, who .{hewed fiich a particular

eiteem for him, that he made him the partner oi

his pleafures. And this is returned by fo deep a

fenfe of that king's kindneis, that he fcarce ever

mentions his name without great concern. He

(peaks a little Englifh, and is very obliging to any

perfon that belongs to this country, in gratitude

for the great civilities he received here.

The king ofDenmark's court, as to pomp and

magnificence, can hardly be called a royal one j

the luxury and extravagance of the mere South-

ern courts of Europe having not reached thus

far North, no more than their riches. It is true

indeed, fmce their good correfpondence with

France, their manners are fomewhat refined a-

bove what they formerly were ; they afreet French

modes, French fervants, and French officers in the

army ; whereof they have one lieutenant general,

and one major general, who have quitted France

for fighting duels there. And this is either real-

ly true, or at leaft the pretence of fuch as feek

fervice in foreign countries on purpole to do the

bufinefs of France j whofe iritereft they always

cultivate indultrioufly, though they feem never £>

much in difgrace with the prince
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In this court no enfigns of majefly appear, let

ie occafion be never Co fblemn, except fuch as

re military: all thole which a {landing army

in afford, fuch as horfe and foot guards, trabands,

, ; hich anfwer out beef-eaters, kettle-drums, and

umpets, etc. are there in perfection, and ufed

;ery day as much as in a camp: but badges of

^.eace, viz. fword of flare, heralds, maces, chan*

• jllor's purfe, etc. are not known.

The king fits down to dinner wit queen,

I hildren, relations, prime miniflers.. id general

fEcers of the army, till the round r Me be filled,

I 'he court marefchal invites whom he thinks fit to

> itwith the king, fpeaking fometimes to one, fome-

mes to another, till all have had their turns in that

fonour. A page in livery fays grace before and a£

ir meat; for no chaplain appears either here or in

|ny other of the proteftant courts abroad, but in

le pulpit. There is a plentiful table ; but the

jieat drefled after their own manner. The king's

articular diet, every day, is a loin of roafled veal,

!nd his drink Rheni(h-Wine; whereof a filver

1 eakerfull ftands atevery one's plate, which general-

\y ferves for the whole meal. The attendants arc

line or two gentlemen, and the reft livery fervants.

^oceremonyof the knee is ufed to the king. The
;ettle-drums and trumpets, which are ranged in

. large place before the palace, proclaim aloud

he very minute when he fits down to table. Sun-

lay is his fafling-day, and by his example is Co to

nany of the courtiers.

Court-times, wherein thofe that have bufl-

lefs may moil eafily have audience, are an hour
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before dinner conttantly, and (bmetimes befor

(upper. At flich times the king's children, dc

mettic and foreign miniiters, officers of the arm

and houfhold, appear in the antichamber an

bedchamber : thefe compofe the court, and feldor

amount to above the number of twenty or thirt)

Few or no gentlemen, that have not emplo}

ments, are feen at court, or in Copenhagen, fc

reafons formerly given.

The officers of the houfhold are, the marfha

who regulates the affairs of the family, and giv<

the king notice when dinner or fupper is ready

the comptroller of the kitchen, who places tr

difhes of meat upon the table, and is likewi

matter of the ordnance; the matter of the horf>

who looks after the king's ttables, and ttuds <

mares, whereof the king has very many, and vei

good, efpecially thofe of one breed particular

J^im, which are light iron-grey, with blackhead

tails, and manes. But one forms a nearer id(

of the grandeur and revenue belonging to the

feveral offices, by imagining them like the fan

in the families offome of our Englifh noblemei

rather than of thofe belonging to Whitehall.

The matter of the ceremonies is. obliged b

his employment to be a conftant attender j

court.

But the principal favourite of the king is mor

fieur Knute, a Mecklenburger, and only gentl<

man of the bedchamber. He has been bred u

all along with the king, as his confident an

companion in his pleafures ; is a civil well-natu:

ed gentleman, fpeaks no language but his owi
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nd loves leaft of all the French ; meddles rarely

/ith public bufinefs, yet when he undertakes any

ling with the king, feldom fails of fuccefs.

"here are feveral grooms of the bedchamber fub-

rdinate to him. And the queen has many gen-

emen, fbns ofperfons of the beft quality, which

re attendants upon her, and eight maids of ho-

our. '

The king's miniflers are, firft, monfieur de

-uldenlieu, who has the precedence at the council*

Dard, and in all other commiflions where he is

nployed with the reft ; but bufinefs, as I inti-

lated before, being not his talent, or at leaft not

is choice, it is rather out of relpecl: to his quality,

lan otherwife, that he is reckoned among them.

Secondly, count Raventlau, great mafter of

le game, which is the employment of greatefl

rofit in the king's gift, after the viceroyfhip of

forway : he is a native of Holflein, and is looked

pon as prime minifter; therefore all foreign

unifiers addrefs themfelves to him. He takes

not ill to be ftiled fb ; though he feems upon

>me occafions modeftly to decline it. He is very

fable, civil, and of eafy accefs ; a man of plea-

ire, and an admirer of the fair fex, as well as

lonfieur de Guldenlieu : His parts and learning

e of a moderate fize; though of late, through a

lore diligent application to bufinefs, he be much
nproved; fo that he feems to fill worthily e-

ough the port wherein his mafter has placed him.

e is about three and forty years ofage, his com-

lexion fair, and his conflitution robuft ; his in-

itiations were but indifferent towards the French
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(as being convinced that the low ebb of his coun

try's profperity, and his rcufW's honour, were ir

a great meafure owing to their counfels and pra

ctices) till within this year or two, that privatt

intereft has reconciled him to that court. Th<

benefit ofthe French traffic during this war (where

in he is deeply concerned, as well by feveral (hip

of his own, as by giving protection to others tha

manage that trade) has made him think that it i

his mailer's advantage, as well as his, to keepfirn

friendship with France. On the other hand, th

EngUm obftrucling that traffic, by taking and con

filiating feveral (hips wherein he was concerned

feem to have quite loft his favour. Yet after all

it is believed, if he could procure the fame or e

quivalent advantages for himfelf and his mailer

his inclinations would more willingly lead him t<

accept of them fr©m England than France; bu

the unhappy circumftances of this prefent con

juncture do render that matter fcarce poflible.

Thirdly, baron Juel, younger brother to th<

admiral-general, and a Dane by birth, about fixt}

years old; he is very corpulent, and ofa flegma

tic complexion ; more eafy in his fortunes than

any about court, which is in part owing to his re

markable parflmonious temper. The Danes looi

on him as one of the cunningeft men among

them, who under the difguife of a feemmg fim-

plicity covers a great deal of craft. His words

are very few and fmooth, and his behaviour civil

It is thought that he fees with regret the miferj

his country is reduced to, as being one of the

ftock of old nobility, who have fufFered bv the

change
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change of the conftitution : yet his advice cannot

be wanted, where there is fuch a fcarcity of good

heads; and therefore he is employed in all dif-

ficult affairs, which he manages with great dex*

terity and fucceis.

Fourthly, monfieur Ehrenfchild, a German

by birth, and formerly fecretary to monfieur Ter-

lon the French ambaflador at this court, which

makes him French in his inclinations to this day.

The king ennobled him, and gave him the name

of Ehrenfchild, inftead of that of Beerman, by

which he was formerly known. Hejs about fixty

five years old, ofa weakly conflitution, and there-

fore moil commonly refides at Hamburg, under

pretence that the air is necefTary for his health;

but in reality to manage the king's affairs with that

town ; vv herein is conftantly maintained a faction,

which mud have life kept in it by the refidence

ofa miniiler ofquality. Moreover, that city be-

ing conveniently feated for the correipondence

with all Germany, from whence a nearer infpe-

ction may be made into the proceedings of the

neighbouring princes, as well as the management

of the French traffic during this war, it is thought

necelTary to keep an able man there. This mon-

fieur Ehrenichild has been bred a icholar after

the German way, and is well (killed in negotiat-

ing; wherein he has been conftantly employed

fince he firft entered into bufinefs. He is efteem-

cd a cunning man, but has no great reputation of

integrity ; he affects to find out difficulties, and

is excellently (killed in prolonging a bufmefs.

The foreign minifters call him by the name of

N
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Pater Dtfficultatum, and fay that he has a pecu- |

liar knack in finding nodum in fcirpo. Therefore
[

they care not for trearing with him, becaufe he

values argumentation, and feeks fophifms rather

than truth, or the decifion of the matter. You
can never bring him to fay fuch a thing is, though

it be as clear as the fun; but celapeut etrej there-

by leaving always a hole open to creep out at.

He hoards up all his money, or puts it into the

banks of Hamburg and Amflerdam, having fmall

profpect of a future happy eftablifhment for his

family in Denmark. And this is the common
maxim of all the moil intelligent heads in that

kingdom, as appears by their making few or no

purchafes.

Fifthly, monfieur Plelfen, a gentleman of

Mecklenburg, and formerly the manager ofprince

George's revenue in Denmark. He is now the

Ober-rent mailer, or comptroller of the finances?

in the room ofmonfieur Branat, lately removed

from that employment. The ftate ofthe finances

and expences were very much embroiled, and the

king fome millions of crowns in debt, when he

undertook the difficult talk of fetting things right;

which it is generally thought he will accomplish

as far as they are capable : and it was high time

to fet feriouily about redreffing affairs, for the,

king's credit both at Hamburg, and every where

elfe, was in a manner abfolutely loft, through the

ill payment of all alignments. He is about fix

and forty years old, of a melancholy complexion,

and weakly conftiturion; is efteemed to have a

good judgment, and to underfland the world;
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though his diftempers make him fometimes par-

ticular in his humour. He fpeaks four or five

languages, and Englifh among the reft. His in-

clinations feem to be rather Englifh than French

;

as well on the account ofhis dependence on prince

George, as becaufe he is convinced it is more the

intereft of his mafter to be well with England and

Holland, than with France. He appears to be

difintereffed, and is very eafy in his fortunes,

which confift moft in ready money. In fhort,

he is a man of bufinefs, and feems to be more

downright in his manner of dealing than many

of the reft.

These five compofe the king's whole privy

council. Four of them are conftantly at court,

and the fifth at Hamburg; by the weekly advices

of whom the others do for the moft part regulate

all their deliberations.

The king in this council determines all affairs;

deliberates of peace or war, of alliances, and other

treaties; of taxes, fortifications, trade, etc. with-

out the intervention of any other perfon, unlefs

it be the fecretaries of ftate ; who are yet efteem-

ed here rather as minifterial officers and affiftants,

than principal counsellors. There are four of

thefe Secretaries, that are not fecretaries of ftate

in the fenfe that ours in England are, that is to

(ay, prime minifters ; but carry the pen, and have

the management of the bufinefs relating to their

feveral provinces. The firft is the Secretary for

the affairs ofDenmark, and is at prefent monfieur

The fecond, for the affairs of Norway, is

monfieur Mote, brother to the king's miftrefs the

N 2
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coimtefs of Samfoe. The third, for foreign a£

fairs, is monfieur JeiTen ; and the fourth, who is

iecretary at war, is monfieur Harboe. When
any thing which concerns ihe province ofany of

theie is debated at council, the fecretary it belongs

to is to be prefent ; but monfieur Jeflen never

mifles, becaufe there is always bufinefs relating to

foreign affairs ; and the ufual times of the fitting

of the council being after the pofh come in, his

employment is to read all the letters, and to make

remarks on them. This renders his office more

confiderable than that of the other fecretaries, and

makes him enter into the fecrets of the cabinet,

which pafs for the rnoft part through his fole

management. He has alio liberty to fpeak his

fentiments ; and becaufe he has been bred a Latin

fcholar, that, as well as his employment, entitles

him to the penning of all treaties with foreign

miniilers. Therefore he is conflantly one ofthe

commifiioners appointed to treat with them ; and

to whom they are to have recourle almoft as ne-

eefTarily .as to the prime minifter, who fuffers hinv

ihlf to be in a great meafure guided by this fecre-

tary. He is about forty, ofa civil behaviour and

humility, even to affectation ; fpeaks four or five

languages very well, and very much, whereby he

fometimes gives advantages to thofe that have

bufinefs with him. He has but a moderate repu-

tation for fincerity, or parts ;
yet fb much ufed to

the road of public affairs, that he cannot be want-

ed, becaufe they have no fitter man to put in his

place. He is fbn-in-law to monfieur Ehrenfchild*

by whom he is much governed, and of the fame
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inclinations as to France. This affinity is a great

fupport to his fortune, as long as that old gentle-

man lives j and his diligence in his employment,

(if there were nothing el(e) will iecure to him his

poll and his prince's favour; provided always

that he keep fair with the prime minifler, (as at

prefent he does) and act in concert with him.

Th e ordinary diverfions of the court are pro-

gress, which are made once a year at leafr, to

Slefwick, or Holftein, either to make a review of

fome troops, or to fee the fortifications at Rend-

iburg; befides fmaller journies to Laland, and

elfewhere, up and down the country. Thefe are

of no expence to the treafury, becauie the travel-

ling waggons and horfes are found by the boors,

who are alio to pay their perfbnal attendance, and

be ready for all neceffary iervices. During five

©r fix weeks every fummer, the court removes to

Jagersburg, a fmall hunting houfe, fituated upon

a little lake within four Englifh miles ofCopen-

hagen, and not far from the fea: and for five or

fix weeks more it refides at Fredericksburg, the

chief country palace of the kings of Denmark, a*

bout twenty Englifh miles from Copenhagen, be-

gun by Chriitian the fourth, and finiihed by this

king's father, Frederick the third. This is that

houle which the Danes boaft Co much of, and tell

wonders of the quantity ofmoney it colt in build-

ing. It is feated in the midft of a lake, the foun-

dations of it being laid in the water, which pro-

bably occafioned the greateft part ofthe expence;

you pais into it over feveral draw-bridges. This

watery fituation, in fo moift and cold a country,

N 3
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cannot be approved by the critical in feats, efpe-

cially when the rifing grounds about this lake

(which are clothed with fine woods) afforded

much better places both for health and profpect;

but it is the humour of all this kingdom to build

\n the midil of lakes ; which I fuppofe was at firft

practifed upon the fcore offecurity. This palace,

notwith (landing the great cofl they talk of, is far

from being magnificent, or well-contrived; for

the rooms are low, the apartments ill-difpofed,

the fine chapel much too long in proportion to

its breadth, and has a gallery over it, which has

one of the worft-contrived enterances that can be

imagined. In line, it falls far fhort of many of

our noblemens country houfes in England, yet is

efteemed by the -Danes as a None-fuch. There is

indeed a fine park about it well filled with red

deer; having large ponds, high trees in great

quantity, a good bathing houfe, and other country

embellifhments; fo that it is by far to be prefer-

red to all the reft of the king's houfes, which, ex-

cept thefe two laft mentioned, are for the moft

part out of repair : that of the fortrefs of Cronen-

burg near Elfin ore, and of Coldingen in Jutland,

with others, being fcarce habitable, even during

one fortnight, in the fummer quarter.

At Fredericksburg the court fpends molt of its

time in ftag-hunting, for there are few fallow-deer

in Denmark ; during which fport the king allows

great freedom to his domeftics and minifrers, who

commonly do all accompany him where-ever he

goes ; infomuch that he feems to lay afide all

majefry, and the formalities of it, for that feafon

:
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they eat and drink together, the latter fbmetimes

to excels, after a hard day's hunting ; when as

Toon as dinner is done, they adjourn to the wine-

cellar. About five or fix in the afternoon the

hunting aflizesare (blemnly held in the great court

before the palace ; the flag is drawn into the

midft of it by the huntfmen, who are all cloth-

ed in red, having their great brafs hunting-horns

about their necks ; and it is there broken up

with great ceremony, whillt the hounds attend

with much noife and impatience. One, that is

likelieft to give a good gratuity to the huntfmen,

is invited to take efTay, and prelented with the

deer's foot. Then proclamation is made, if any

can inform the king (who is both fupi erne judge

and executioner) of any tranfgreffion againft the

known laws of hunting that day committed, let

him ftand forth and accufe : the accufed is gene-

rally found guilty ; and then two of the gentle-

men lead him to the fbg, and make him kneel

down between the horns, turning down his head

with his buttocks up, and remove the fkirts of his

coat, which might intercept the blows ; then

comes his majefty, and with a fmall long wand
gives the offender fome lames on his poileriors,

whilfl in the mean time the huntfmen with their

brafs horns, and the dogs with their loud open-

ings, proclaim the king's juftice, and the criminal's

pumfhment: the whole fcene affording diverfion

to the queen, ladies, and other fpectators, who are

always afTifting, and ftand in a circle about the

place of execution. This is as often repeated as

there happen to be delinquents ; who as foon as
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the chaftilement is over, rile up and make their

obehance,

proudly boafting

Of their magnificent rib-roafttng, H u d i b .

After all is done, the hounds are permitted

to fall to, and eat the deer.

At another feafbn, fwan-hunting is the royal

paftime. The wild (wans haunt a certain fmall

iflandnot far from Copenhagen, and breed there

:

about the time that the young ones are near as big

as the old, before their feathers are grown long ij

enough to fly, the king, with the queen, ladies,

and others ofthe court, go to the killing ofthem j

the foreign miniflers are ufually invited to take

part in this fport: every perfon of condition has

a pinnace allotted to him; and when they come

near the haunt, they furround the place, and in-

dole a. great multitude of young fwans, which

they deftroy with guns till they have killed fome

thoufands. What is killed by the whole com-

pany is brought to the court, which challenges

the feathers and down of thefe birds, the flem of

them being good for nothing.

On Shrove-Tuelciays the king, queen, royal

family, home and foreign minifters, and all other

perfons above mentioned, that ufually compofe

the court, clothe themfelves in the habit of the

>?orth-Holland boors, with great trunk-hole,

ihort doublets, and large blue thrum-caps, the

ladies in blue petticoats, and odd head-drelTes^

etc. Thus accoutered they get up in their wag-

gons, a man before and a woman behind, which

they drive themfelves, and go to a country vii-
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ige called Amak, about three Englifh miles from

own ; where they dance to bagpipes, and fqueak-

ig fiddles, and have a country dinner, which

hey eat out ofearthen and wooden platters, with

/ooden fpoons, etc. and having palfed the day

1 thefe divertifements, where all are equal, and

ttle regard had to majefty, or other quality, at

ightthey drive in like manner home again ; and

re entertained at a comedy and magnificent fup-

>er by the viceroy Guldenlieu; fpending the re-

mainder of the night in dancing in the fame ha-

.its, which they put not off all that day.

Every winter, as foon as the fhow is firm e-

lough to bear, the Danes take great delight in

50'ing in fleds; the king and court firft giving

he example, and making feveral tours about the

ovn in great pomp, with kettle-dru^ sand trum-

pets; the horfes which draw the fleds being rkh-

y adorned with trappings, and harnefs foil of

mall bells, to give warning to fuch as ftand in

:he way. After the court has been abroad, the

mirghers and others trot about the ftreets all

light, wraped up in their fur gowns, with each

bis female in the fled with him ; and this they e-

fteem a great and pleafant paftime.

In travelling to Fredericksburg, Jagcrsburg,

iand many other places from Copenhagen, there

iare two highways; one the common road, which

lis ufually bad ; the other the king's high-way, ve-

ry fair and even, peculiar to the court, and fuch

as it has a mind to favour in bellowing on them

a key to open the feveral gates that are upon it.

In this chapter of the court, it will not be in>
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proper to take notice that there are in Denmar]

two orders of knighthood, viz. that of the Ele

phant, and that ofDannebrug ; the former is ve
;

ry honourable, and the companions of it are of

the higheft quality, or extraordinary merit. Thei

badge is an elephant with a caftle on its back, fe
j

with diamonds, and hung on a watered fky-co

loured ribband, worn as the George is in En

gland. The latter is the honorary reward of in

ferior gentlemen or noblemen ; their badge is

white ribband with red edges, worn over th

contrary moulder with a fmall crofs of diamond

hung to it, and an embroidery on the breaft o

their coats like a ftar, in which is the motto

Pietate et jujlitia. They fay that the order o

the Elephant was inftituted about two hundre<

and ten years ago by king Chriflian the firfr, a

the wedding of his ion.

•4 l\ft of the preftnt companions of it follows >

The king, fovereign of the order.

THE prince royal.

Prince Chriftian.

Prince Charles.

Prince George.

The king of Sweden.

Elector of Brandenburg.

Elector of Saxony.

Viceroy Guldenlieu.

Duke of Holftein.

Duke of Holftein his brother.

Landgrave of HefTe.
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j.'ount Ran zaw of Bredenberg.

)uke of Holftein Ploen.

)uke of Holftein Norburg.

)uke of Holfrein Brieg.

j,andgrave of Heffe Hombourg.

larkgrave of Anlpach.

Iai kgrave of Baden Durlach,

)uke of Ooftfrize.

>"ke of Saxe Cobourg.

nnce Frederick of Saxe.

)uke of Wirtemberg.

?he marefchal count Wedell.

lount Raventlau.

lount Alefeldt.

kdmiral general Juel

>aron Juel.

uftin Hoeg under-viceroy ofNorway.

}odtfkevan Buckval, a gentleman of Holftein.

-tonfieur de Ginkle, earl of Athlone.

They pretend that the order ofDannebrug is

nore ancient, and recount many fables of its o-

iginal, viz. that one king Dan faw a white cro(s

vith red edges defcend from heaven, and there-

ipon inftituted the order, and gave it this com-

jound name, from Dan, and Brug, which figni-

ies painting. The knights of this order are al-

noft as common here, as baronets with us, and

herefbre I omit their names.

The following ordinance for rank and prece-

lency was publimed in Danifh and French, anno

[6S0 But mod of the officers therein mark-

id * are now vacant.
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ORD ON NANCE
Pour les RANGS du Royaume di

DANEMARC.

I

LES enfans natureh des rots,

II.

1. * Le grand ^hancelier.

2. * Le grand trefoyier, dit fchatz-meifter.

3. * he grand connetab !
e de Norwegue.

4. * Le general marechal de camp,

5. Le general admiral,

60 Les comtes qui font confeillers privez.

7. Les chevaliers de V Elephant quifont confeillcn

privez y ou qui tiennent meme rang avec eux.

8. * Les autres conmtables,

p. Le vice-chancelier.

10. * Le vice-trejbrier.

11. Les vice- conmtables.

12. Les autres confeillers privez.

ill.

1

.

* Le grand maiftre de V artillerie.

2. * Le grand marechaI lieutenant.

3. Le general admiral lieutenant.

4. Les generaux de cavalerie et d? infanterie.

5. Les generaux lieutenants de cavalerie et df

in*

fanterie.

IV.

I . Les comtes quifontfait$ comtes , ou naturaVife:

par k roy.

2. Les
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ORDINANCE
For Rank and Precedency in the King*

dom of DENMARK.
I.

THE king's natural children,

II.

1. # The high chancellor.

2. * The high treasurer, called Schatz-melfter.

3. * The high conftable of Norway.

4 .
* The marihal de camp general.

5. The admiral general.

6. The counts who are privy-counfellors.

7. The knights of the Elephant who are privy'-

counfellors, or hold the fame rank with them,

8. * The other conftables.

9.. The vice-chancellor.

10. * The vice-treafurer.

1 1 . The vice conftables.

12. The other privy-counfellors.

III.

1

.

* The great mafter of the ordnance,

2. * The great lieutenant marihal,

3. The lieutenant general admiral.

4. The generals of cavalry and infantry.

5. The lieutenants general of cavalry and in^

fantry.

IV.

1. The counts who are created counts, or natu-

ralized by the king.

O
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2. Les barons quifont faits barons, ou naturalifez

par le toy ; et enfuite les chevaliers de Danne-

brugj ou Cordons blances,

V.

1. * Le grand mareehal de la cour.

2. # Le premierfecretaire prive, et d' etat,

3 . Le premier gentilhomme de la chambre,

4. Le grand maiftre des ecuries,

5. Le grand veneur.

6. # Le grand echanfon.

VI.

1

.

Les confeillers d' etat.

2 . Les confeillers de la juflice.

3. Les commandeurs des diocejes, et le treforier,

VII.

1

.

Les generaux majors, les admiraux, le general

commijjaire de /' armee, les colonels des gardes

du corps ou trabans.

2. Les brigadiers.

3. Le mareehal de la cour.

VIII.

1

.

Les confeillers de la chancellerie. J^es envoyez

extraordinaires du roy, et le maifre des cere-

monies.

2. Les confillers de la chambre des comptes, le

precureur general,

3. Les confeillers de guerrgi

4. Les confeillers de /' ddmiraut^.

5. Les confeillers de commerce,
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2. The barons who are created barons, or natu-

ralized by the king. And after them, the

knights ofDannebrug,or ofthe W hite Ribband.

V.

1. * The great marihal of the court.

2. * The firit privy fecretary, and fecretary of

ftate.

3. The firfr. gentleman ofthe bed-chamber.

4. The great mailer of the horfe.

5. The great huntfman.

6. * The great cup-bearer.

VI.

1. The counfellors of (late.

2. The counfellors ofjuftice.

3. The commanders of diocefes-, and the trea-

fuier.

VII.

1. The majors general, the admirals, the com-

miiTary general of the army, the colonels of

the life-guards or trabants.

2. The brigadiers,

3. The marihal of the court.

VIII.

1. The counfellors of the chancery, the king's

envoys extraordinary, and the mailer of the

ceremonies.

2. The counfellors of the chamber ofaccompts,

the attorney general.

3. The counfellors of war.

4. The counfellors of the admiralty.

5. The counfellors of trade.

O 2
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IX.

1. Lefur-intendant de Seeland,

2. Le confejfeur du roy.

3

.

Lerecleur de /'academic, Vanneequ'ilej}recleur;

le prejident de la ville de Copcnhague.

X.

1

.

Les colonels des regimens des gardes a cheval

et a pied,, les vice-admirauXy les colonels de

V artillerie.

2. Les autres colonels de cavalerie &u d* infanterie,

3> Les lieutenans colonels des gardes du corps on.

trabanSy et apres eux les bailliffs.

XI.

2 . Les gentilshommes de la chambre du roy et de 1$

reine.

2. Le maiftre de I* ecure.

3. Le veneur du roy.

4. Le feeretaire de la chambre du roy,

5. LeJeeretaire de la milice*

6. Le grandpayeur.
XII.

1

.

Les afjejjeurs de la hautejuftice ; les confeillers

a' affiftance en Norwegue, et les fur-intendans

des autres provinces,

l. Les juges provinciaux,

XIII.

i. Les getteraux auditeursy
les maiftres generaux

des guartiers.

2. Les lieutenans colonels, ficut-by-nachtSy et ma»

jors des gardes du corps ou trabands .

XIV.

I . Les ajejfeurs de la chancelerie, et de lajuftict

de la cour de Nerwegue.
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IX.

1. The fuperintendant of Zealand.

2. The king's confeifor.

3. The rector of the academy for the time being;

the prefident of the city of Copenhagen.

X.

1. The colonels of the regiments of horfe and

foot guards, the vice-admirals, the colonels

of the artillery.

2. The other colonels of horfe and foot.

3. The lieutenant-colonels of the life-guards 0*

trabants, and after them the bailiffs.

XI.

1. The gentlemen of the king and queen's bed-

chamber.

2- The maftcr of the horfe.

3. The king's huntfman.

4. The iecretary of the king's chamber,

5. The fecretary of the militia,

6. The chief pay-matter.

1, The aiTifrants of the high court of judica-

ture, the affiitant councilors in Norway, and
the fuper-intendants of the other provinces.

St. The provincial judges*

XIIL

T. The auditors general, the quarter- mailers
generaL

2. The lieutenant-colonels, rear-admirals, and
majors of the life-guards or trabants*

XIV.
1. The aiTTftants of the chancery, and of the

court ofjuftice in Norway.

O 3
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2. Les affeffhurs du confftoire,les bourgmeiflers de

Copenhague, et le medecin da roy.

3. Les affeffhurs de le chmnbre des comptes, et

apres eux les commiffairs des provinces,

4. Les affeffhurs du college de guerre.

5. Les affeffhurs du college de I* admiraute.

6. Les affeffhurs du college de commerce*

XV.

Les mai/lres decuifine, lesgentilshommes delacour,

les generaux adjutans, les majors , les capitaines

des gardes a cheval, les capitaines commandeurs

des vaiffeaux.

XVI.

1. Les fecreiaires de la chancelerie, et de la ja*

/lice.

2. Lefecreiaire de la chambre des comptes,

3. Lefeetetaire du college de guerre.

4. Lefecreiaire de /' admirautC.

5. Lefieretaire du commerce.

11y a a obferver que quandplufieurs chargesfont

nominees enfemble}
et qu'elles nefontpas diflinguees"

de quelque numero a part, Us prendront le rang en~

tre eux felon qu'ilsfont premiers en charge.

Les miniflres du roy quipoffedent quelques charges

qui nefont pas nominees dans cette ordonnance, re-

tiendront lememe rang qttils ont eu jufques icy; et

ceux a qui le roy a deja donne ou donnera le rang

de confeiller prive,jouiront du meme rang que s'ils

Vetoient effeclivement*
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1

2. The afTiftants of the confiftory, the burgo-

mafters ofCopenhagen, and the king's phyfician.

3. The afTiftants of the chamber of accompts,

and after them the commifTaries of the pro-

vinces.

4. The afTiftants ofthe court-marmal.

5. The afTiftants of the court of admiralty.

6. The afTiftants of the commifTioners of trade.

XV.
The matters of the kitchen, the gentlemen of the

court, the adjutants general, the majors, the

captains of the Horfe-guards, the captains of

men of war.

XVI.

1. The lecretaries of the chancery and of the

court ofjuttice.

2. The fecretary of the chamber of accompts.

3. The fecretary of the court-marfhal.

4. The fecretary of the admiralty.

5. The fecretary of trade.

It mutt be obferved that when feveral perifbns

in office are named together, and are not diftin-

guifhed by a feparate figure, they take place

among themfelves according to the date of their

commifTions.

The king's minitters, who hold offices that are

not mentioned in this ordinance, fhall keep the

fame rank they have hitherto enjoyed ; and thofe

to whom the king has given, or mall give, the

title of privy counfellors, fliall have the fame

rank as if they were really and effectually fuch,
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Ceux quipoffedent effec~live?nent que!ques charges,

auront le rang avant ceitx qui en ontfiulentent le

titre, et ne font point de fonclion.

Ceux que le roy dtfpenfe de neplus exercer lenrs

charges, retiendront pourtant le meme rang qiCils

avoient eu exerfant leurs charges ; etf quelqu'un

prendune autre charge de moindrerang quefa pre*

tniere n'etoit, il retiendrapourtantle rang de ta pre*

miere.

Lesfemmes fe regleront ainfi: apres les com*

tefjesfuivront les gouvernantes, et demoifelles de la

chambre, et de la cour, pe?idant qtSellesfont enfer*

vice; apres elles lesfemmes de confeillers privez,

et de ceux qui tiemient rgng avec eux; enfuite les

baroneffes et autres femmes felon la condition de

ieurs maris, tant de leur vivant qtCapres leur

mortj pendant qu 'elles demeurent veuves.

La nohlejfe qui nya point de charge, et les capl-

taines de cavalerie et d1

infanterie, et autres per-

fines ecclefiajliques et feculieres, tiendront le pas

entre eux comme ils ont fait aupai^avant.

Sur quoy tons auroutfi reglerfous peine de la.

perte de la faveur royaL Etfi centre toute ejpe-

ranee ilfe trouve quelqu^un qui defaprapre autho*

rite faffe quelque chafe contre cette ordonnance, il

payera tout auffi-tot qu'ilfera convaincu d*un tel

crime Vamende de mille reichs-thalers : et outre,,

fera pourfuivi par le generalfifeal du roy, comme

violateur des ordres rayaux..

Fait a Copenhague, le 31 Decembrc J 680
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They, who actually exercife an office, fhall have

i
he precedency before fuch as have only the title

if it, and do not officiate.

They whom the king difpenfes with from ex-

rcifing their offices, (hall yet keep the fame rank

hey had when they actually exercifed them; and

"any one takes another office of an inferior rank

d that he had, he fhall neverthelefs hold the rank

fthe former.

The precedency with reflect to women fhall

e thus : after the "counteffes follow the gover-

efTes, and ladies of the bedchamber, and of the

ourt, while they are in waiting ; next come the

/ives ofprivy-counfellors, and offuch as have the

ame rank with them: afterwards the baroneffes,

nd other wives, according to the rank of their

iufbands when living, and alfo after their deaths

yhile they continue widows.

The nobleffe [nobility and gentry] who have

10 offices, and the captains of the horfe and foot,

nd other perfons ecclefiaftical and fecular, fhall

lold among themfelves the fame rank they did

brmerly.

To thefe regulations all perfons are to conform,

>n pain of forfeiting the royal favour. And \f,

ontrary to all expectation, any one fhould, of

lis own authority, act or do any thing contrary

o this ordinance, he fhall immediately, after be-

ng convicted of fuch crime, pay a fine of one

houfand Rix-Dollars; and moreover be profecuted

>y the king's attorney-general, as a tranfgrefTor

if his majefty's royal orders.

Given at Copenhagen, December 31, i6.8o
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CHAP. XII.

TThe 7)ifpofitlon and Inclinations ofthe K\n\

of 'Denmark towards his Neighbours.

THE kingdoms and ftates which border upoi

the king of Denmark, are, towards the north an«

north-eaft, the territories belonging to Sweden

towards the fbuth, the duke of Holftein's part c

Slefwick and Holftein, the city of Hamburg, an-

the dutchy ofBremen : towards the weft and fbuth

weft, England and Scotland ; which are feparai

ed from them by the main ocean: towards th

fbuth-eaft the dukedoms of Saxe Lawenburg, c

Mecklenburg, and of Lunenburg. The domin:

ons of Brandenburg, etc, lie alfo this way not fa

diftant from them.

Between the king of Denmark, and rnoft c

thefe neighbours, it may be laid in general, th;

there always is a reciprocal jealoufy and diftmf

which often breaks out into open hoftilities ; wit

thofe nearer more frequently, with the remote

more feldom, according as the occallons of cfuai

rel or revenge do happen.

ENGLAND.] The interpofition of a vaft c

cean has hitherto kept the Danes in pretty goo

terms with England and Scotland, and the trad

they have with thofe kingdoms is very confider:

ble to them. Their maritime forces are in n

meafure fojficient to cope with us and others cor

cerned, otherwife they have had a good mind t

challenge the fole right of the Groenland whale

fifliingj as pretending that country to be a di
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overy of theirs, and therefore to belong to them.

Since the prefent wars with France and our

tric"t union with the Hollanders, they have fhewn

[umfeives extreme jealous ofour greatnefs at lea,

taring left we fhould ingrofs and command the

/hole trade of the world ; and therefore have

ivoured France on all occafions as much as they

urfr, furniming it with naval ftores and other

ommodities which it wants. And for this rea-

.m (notwithftanding their fcarcity of money)

riey will hardly be perfuaded either to lend or

ill any more forces to the confederates. Neither

i it to be doubted, but that as well to keep the

•alance of the fea-power even, as to fecure the li-

>erty of their commerce, which brings them in

;reat gains, they will leave no irone unturned to

lo us a miichief, in order to humble us to fuch a

legree as may put them out of fears that we mail

jive law to the ocean. To this end they have

:ntered into ftricler alliances with Sweden of late,

or a mutual vindication of open commerce, than

lie natural animofities between thofe northern

Towns did feem to admit of; but the prefent

ipparent necetfity of reftraining within bounds

)ur growing united power at (ea, works more pre-

valently with them both, than the ancient hatred

ivhich they retain for each other; and which may

3reak out again, as foon as they are out of fear

>fus.

SWEDEN.] For Sweden is the moft power-

ful, molt dreaded, and neareft neighbour ofDen-

mark; the territories of that king lie as it were at

:he gates of Copenhagen, the capital city, and
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may be feen from the very bedchamber of thi

icing, ever fince the Danes loft three of their bei

provinces on the other fide the Baltic: fo that a

well the refentment of paft injuries, as the drea<

of future mifchiefs from thegreatnefs of Sweden
j

on the one fide ; the confcioufnefs of being vie

lent potfeflbrs of another's right, the certainty c

their being hated and envied for thole acquifitiom

the fear of lofing them in cafe Denmark gix^

powerful, on the other; are unfurmountable ob

ftacies to any firm friendship between thefe tw

crowns. The ancient quarrel, like a wound 1

healed, is but fkinned over, and fefters at the bol

torn ; although our equally difobliging them ii

the interruption of their traffic, has made a greate

itep towards their mutual reconciliation, than wa

thought to be practicable, But whenever w
pleafe to carefs the one at the expence of the c

ther, this feeming knot will difcover the weaknd

of its contexture, and probably difiblve of itfelJ

Neither is the alliance, by the king of Swe

den's, having married the other's fitter, of an;

moment towards a good correspondence, but ra

ther the contrary*. The king of Sweden, thougl

£ very virtuous prince, (hews coldnefs and indii

ference enough (upon this account, as it is thought

towards his queen, who is a very accomplifhei

princels ; and either has, or thinks he has, reafoi

to avoid a further matrimonial tie with the Dane

therefore he chofe rather to contract his onh

daughter with the young prince of Holflein Got

torp

* S^uae apud
'

etniordes vincula caritath
t
incitamenta harum apu

itifinfoi $Yatit% Tacit, lib. 1. AnnaU



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 1 3 7

torp, Whofe eftates are in a manner wafted and

ruined, than with the prince royal of Denmark

;

for having but one fon, in cafe of whofe death

this daughter would be heirefs of his crown, he

thinks it not prudence to leave it to Co near a

hazard and probability, that the Dane may be

one day mafter of both kingdoms.

Upon' the foundation of this mutual jealoufy

are built the friendships and enmities which each

of them (but especially Denmark) have with mod
of their other neighbours, and the reft: of the

German princes. And upon this account it is

principally that the animofity is fo great between

this crown and the princes of LUNENBURG;
with whom, on the contrary, the Swede has al-

ways kept a good correspondence, that upon 00
cafion of any attack made on his territories in the

circle of Lower Saxony, or in Pomerania, (which

are loked upon by the reft of the German princes

with an evil eye) he may fecure to himlelf the

afliftance of that powerful family againft the Dane

or Brandenburger; therefore the neighbourhood

of the Lunenburg princes will always be griev-

ous to, and fufpected by. Denmark, which will

obftrucl, by all means it can, the acceilions either

of territories cr honours to that family. So that

it is not to be fuppofed that the Dane will quiet-

ly fit down with the duke of Zell's thrufting him-

lelf into the poirelfion of the dutchy of Saxe

Lawenburg, which borders immediately upon

Holftein ; nor with the determination of the im-

perial diet in favour of the ninth electorate con-

ferred on the duke of Hanover. On the other

P
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hand, it is thought that the Swede, in order to the

further curbing of Denmark, will uphold the

Lunenburg family in its acquifitions ; in the mat-

ter ofthe electorate openly and above-board ; in

the other of Saxe Lawenburg fecretly, becaule of

the invalidity of the title of that family to that

dutchy ; which feems to be no longer good, than.

It can be maintained by force or connivence.

HAMBURG.] The princes of Lunenburg

have^alfb hitherto feconded the Swedes intentions,

in being the guardians of Hamburg, upon which

city the king of Denmark calls a longing look,

and has made frequent attempts. His pretentions

to it, as part of his dutchy of Holftein, are none

of the weakeft ; but his arms and councils, in or-

der to the reduction of it under his power, have

been unfucceisful. He encourages his new town

of Altena (which is built clofe under its walls) as

a rival, and which one day may be a curb to it.

And in truth, this rich city has great realbn to be -

jealous of fuch a neighbour, whole chiefefr, ambi-

tion is to defh'oy its liberty, and render himftlf

its mafter. But the duke of Zell (whofe territo-

ries He next) has ajvvays fbme forces polled near

enough to prevent the king of Denmark's deiigns

upon jt ; therefore this city pays a great deal of

refpect to thole princes, whom it looks on as its

be# protectors. With the other German princes

h keeps alfb as good a correlpondence as poifible;

and they on their part ihew an affection to the

liberty of that city, the reduction of which, un?

der the power of the Danes, would be extremely

inconvenient t.o them
; as well upon the fcore of
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the trade of great part of Germany, whereof it is

the feat and principal mart by its convenient fitua-

tion on the river Elbe; as upon the (core of the

great addition fuch a conqueil would make to the

power of the Danes; who are ufually ill neigh*

bours when they are weak, but would be infup-

portable were their force proportionable to their

inclinations.

BRANDENBURG.] Nor would the Brandcn-

burgers with that this city, or the town of Lu»

beck, mould have any matter; but would endea-

vour to their utmofr. to fruftrate attempts upon

them. And yet the elector of Brandenburg is e*

iteemed the firmed ally the king of Denmark

has; for their common intereil to prevent the

greatnefs of the Swedes, (whereof they are equal-

ly jealous and fearful) unites thefe two pirnces

itronger than any tie of blood coafd do. The
ducal PruiTia, and that part of Pomerania which

belongs to Brandenburg, lie open to the Swedes;

and the leaft tranfport of forces from Sweden to

Germany fide of the Baltic, gives a terrible alarm

to all the neighbours. They cannot forget the

ftrange lliccefTes of Guftavus Adolphus, nor the

encroachments of Sweden in the late wars; nei-

ther can they be otherwife perfaaded, but thaS

there is always impending danger of the like at-

tempts from the fame nation, abounding in fbldi-

ers, and ruled by a frugal, diligent, and active

young king. So that, as I faid before, their com-

mon danger makes them ftrangely concur in this

defign of keeping the Swede within his due

bounds, although in other matters ibme diiagree-

P 2
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ment may happen between them ; as may be

more particularly inflanced in the affair of St.

Thomas's ifland, and in the Brandenburgers en-

deavours to force the Dane to a reftitution of the

duke of Holftein Gottorp to his country; which
was Co happily accomplifhed by his majefly of

Great Britain, the very mil year of his exaltation

to the throne.

HOLSTEIN.] The duke of Holftein Gottorp

(whom I have purpofely mentioned lafl of thole

princes that confine with Denmark, that I may
have an opportunity to fpeak more amply con-

cerning his cafe) is nearly related to the king of

Denmark, both by confanguinity and affinity.

They are of the fame family of Oldenburg; the

anceflor of the prefent duke refuted the kingdom

of Denmark, in favour of the anceflor of the

king, wjiom he recommended to the people's e-

lection. This duke is married to the king's li-

fter, by whom he has iffue a very hopeful prince.

His territories are intermixed both in Slefwick

and Holftein with the king's, but much to his

diiquiet and inconvenience; for ambition knows

no bounds, especially when joined with power !

(ufficient toopprefs a weak opponent. The king

thought it for his interefl (and that is efleemed

reafbn enough with moll princes) to be mailer of

the whole country; which the duke being fen-

fible of, and convinced that the firll convenient

opportunity would be taken to difpolTefs him ; to

iecure himfelf, cultivated ns llrong a friendlhip as

he could with the king of Sweden his brother-in-

law, and one who upon many accounts was bound
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to hinder the greatnefs of the Danes. Yet this

confederacy reached no farther, nor was ever in-

tended to be made ufe of by the duke otherwife,

than as a defenfive guard, the reputation whereof

might poilibly fhelter him from opprefiion. For

the duke was of himfelf much too weak to oppoie

the king, and the fuccours of the Swede too far

diftant to fruftrate a fudden attempt, to which he

lay conftantly expofed. But in regard that at

long-run this alliance would Hand him in great-

eft fiead, as he has found by experience, it was

always mofr. carefully cherimed and maintained

on the duke's part, and no lefs on the king's, who

did, and ever will, think it ofgreat advantage to

him to uphold the duke of Holftein in his lawful

rights; and no lefs detrimental to his enemy

j

this duke being the fevereft thorn in the foot of

the king ofDenmark, and the greatefi mortifica-

tion to him that can poffibly be imagined > whom
now of a near kinfman and brother, by his ill u-

fage he has made an utter enemy, that, notwith-

flanding the prefent cornpofure of differences,

can neither truft him, nor be trufled by him.

For the better underfranding cf which, it w7
ill not

be amifs, in another chapter, to give a fhort ac-

count of the proceedings in that whole matter.

*3
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CHAR XIII.

^he Manner ofdifpojjejjtng and refloring the

*Duke of Holftein Cotterp.

THE affairs between the king and duke being

on the terms above mentioned, that is to fay,

ambition and reafbn of ftate guiding the defigns

of one party, fear and weaknefs of the other,

hatred arid diflrufl of both \ there feemed to be

wanting nothing but a fair opportunity to put in

practice what had been long projected by the

Danes, which at length happened in the year

^75-
Among other differences which remained to be

adjufled between the king and duke, the fuccefli-

on to the counties ofOldenburg and Delmenhorft

was the greateft. This was at length left to the

determination of the imperial court; but whilft it

was under debate there, feveral meetings between

the minifters of Denmark and thofe ofGottorp

were appointed, in order to an amicable compo-

fure of this and all other quarrels j which meet-

ings were principally fought after by the king,

with all thefeeming defires of amity, and appear-

ances of friendlhip imaginable, the better to lull

the duke into fecuiity, and a perfuafion of the fin-

cerity of his intentions. Sometimes an equiva-

lent for the fble poffefljon of thofe counties was

propofed and hearkened to, and the whole matter

itemed to want nothing but fair drawing up, and
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the ratification. At other times frefh difputes a-

rofe touching the taxes of the dukedoms of SleA

wick and Holftein, whereof the king challenged

the greater part to himfelf, in proportion to the

fhare of forces which he maintained for defence

of the country. On the other fide, the duke in-

filled on it, that the taxes ought equally to be di-

vided; and if the king kept up more troops than

were neceifary, that did not any way prejudice

his right to an equal (hare of the revenues, efpe-

cially fince the king's undertakings were managed

neither with any previous communication with,

or confentof, the duke; nor were agreed unto by

the Itates of the dukedom; both which by ancient

treaties ought to have been done. But this ball

was either kept up or let lall, according to the

circumftances of affairs abroad, which the Danes

had a watchful eye upon, at the fame time that

they treated with the duke.

For the Swedes having taken, the part of

France againft the empire, were at this time en-

gaged in a war with the elector of Brandenburg.

And the Danes, who had long fince refolved to

break with Sweden, thought no time Co proper as

this to revenge their ancient quarrel, and to re-

gain their loir provinces. But looking upon the

duke ofHolftein as a friend to Sweden, and a

main obitacle to their intentions, they durft not

march their army out of the country, till they

had fo ordered matters as to apprehend no danger

from him.

A deep diffimulation wasneceffarv to the car-

rying on this defign upon the Swedes and houft
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of Gottorp; and was made ufe of with fo much
addrefs, that the Swediih ambafTador, who was

then refiding at Copenhagen, and negotiating a

marriage for the king his mafter with the daugh-

ter ofDenmark, was carefTed in an extraordinary •

manner, and treated with the greateft demonftra-

tionsof friend(hip poffible: and at the fame time

the prime minifter of Denmark Wrote moil ob-

ligingly to the duke's refident then at Hamburg,

that he was ready to meet him half way, and

would join endeavours with him to adjuft all dif-

ferences, and eitablifh a firm correfpondence

between their mailers, which he faid he defired

above all things. He added moreover, that

when willing minds met together about thecom-

pofure of differences, a few hours would put an

end to that which had been tranfa&ing many

years; and therefore conjured him to meet him.

The king alio did often declare himfelf to this

purpofe to the duke's minifrers, that he would

acknowlege as a great obligation conferred on

him, the furthering an accommodation between

him and the duke.

It is the cuftom of the king of Denmark to

make once a year a voyage into Holftein, where

he affembles and takes a review of his troops.

This is done not only upon the icore of diverfi-

on, and to iee that the forces be in good condi-

tion ; but alfb to ufe the neighbouring princes,

and Hamburg, to fuch a practice; that when

they iee it performed ieveral years without any

ill coniequence, or attempts upon them, they

may take the lefs umbrage, and be kfs upon their



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 145

guard, whenever 4ie fhould have any real defign.

About this time the king was beginning fuch a

jpurney, in order to put his projects in executi-

on ; and to lull the duke into a deeper fecurity,

writes to him very kind letters, defiring him not

to be concerned at it, fince he had no other end

in it than formerly in the like voyages, unlefs it

were to put a final determination to all differen-

ces between them to their mutual fatisfactiom

The duke was Co pleated by thefe afiurances un-

der the king's hand, that he went in perfbn to

meet his majefty, accompanied by his brother the

bifhop of Lubeck, and many others of the nobili-

ty; and afterwards treated him very fplendidly at

a houfe of his upon the road near his residence of

Gottorp; the king then careffing him, and defir-

ing him earneftly to come and fee him at Rend-

fburg, a fortified town about fourteen Engliih

miles from thence, near which the rendezvous of

the troops was appointed. Towards the conclu-

fion of this feait feveral large healths were drank

to the -future good agreement, with Co much ap-

pearing fincerity, that the good duke thought he

had no reafon to doubt the reality of it; but or-

dered his chief minifler to wait upon the king

and his minifters at Rendsburg; where they Co

far accommodated all matters, that the whole af-

fair, was {bppofed near its conclufion.

Upont this the duke fends three of his chief

counfellors, impowered by a fpecial commifTion,

to treat and conclude at Rendsburg; with whom
three of the king's council met, :tnd conferred,

The bufinefs of the conference was principally
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about the exchange ofother lands for the counties

of Oldenburg and Delmenhorit ; but in it the

king's commhTioners took occafion to renew the

debate about the divifion of the taxes, whereof

as I have (aid before, the king challenged the

greater part : this did a little furprize and difpleafe

the duke's commiffioners, who thought it foreign

to the matter in hand, and would not hearken to

propofals of that nature.

At the very fame time, and during this con-

ference, the king's prime minifttr wrote to the

duke's, that he thought it neceffary for both prin-

ces, that the duke of Gottorp would pleafe to

come to Rendsburg to the king, who was ready

to conclude a treaty; becauie the prefence of lb

near a relation would contribute more than any

thing elfe to a friendly compofure of all thefe

matters. And the duke, as well upon the account

of the former invitation, as upon this frefh one,

withal to fhew his forwardnels towards a peace,

refolves upon the vifit ; firit fending a gentleman

to acquaint the king with his intention, and de-

firing his permiflion to come and wait upon him.

The king's anfwer was, that he mould be heartily

welcome, and his chiefminifter alio, whom hede-

fired him to bring along with him. Thus the

duke being fully perfuaded that all was meant

honourably, on the 25th of June began his jour-

ney, accompanied by his mmifter and other no«

bility, and arrived at Rendsburg; where he was

welcomed by a difcharge of all the cannon of that

fortrefs, and other demonft rations ofjoy.

The next day, being the 26th of June 167$,
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t fatal one to that unfortunate prince and his fa-

mily, an exprefs arrives with letters of the great

defeat given the Swedes by the Brandenburgers

at Fehr Berlin. This was what the Danes wifh-

ed and waited for ; but could fcarce promile theni-

felves it mould fucceed fo fully according to their

expectations, or nick the time fo juftly as it did.

They thought heaven itfelf concurred with their

intentions ; and not to be wanting on their parts,

immediately gave orders to fruit the town gates,

to call a council of war, to fend their foldiers up

and down, and fcize all the duke's towns and for-

trefles. Thefe orders were as fuddenly executed

:

the duke's troop of guards were difarmed, himfelf

confined a prilbner to his apartment ; his dinner,

which he thought to have eaten with the king,

was brought in to him by officers and foldiers,

who watched him fb narrowly that he could not

flir; the poor duke exclaiming in the mean while,_

and complaining that he was ill ufed: that he

wasafovereignprinceofthe empire, independent

of any other power ; that he was a near kinfman,

a brother-in-law, nay, an invited gueft of the

king's ; that all the laws of juflice, of blood, of

friendiliip and holpitality, were violated by this

action, wherein the king had broken his parole,

and the fenctuary of his own houfe. But all this

was in vain ; the duke had no remedy prescribed

to him, but patience ; the blow which was begun

mull: be followed, and more evils mult fucceed

that which had already happened.

For the duke being thus feized, his minifters

were prefently fent for, and told, that now thers
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was an end of all treating ; that the king wash

matter^ and would act as fuch : to which purpofe

he would take poiTefTion ofthe duke's whole coun-

try, and put garifons into all the flrong places

which he thought proper to fecure to himfelf, be-

caufe he had an intention to lead his army elfe-

where aeainft the Swedes : that the inclinations

of the houfe of Gottorp were always malevolent

towards the king, and by him confidered as fuch

;

however, if the duke would fairly and freely re-

nounce his right to the lands in queflion, the

king might, at the duke's requefl, be prevailed

upon to give him an hundred and fifty thoufand

Rix-Dollars at Copenhagen for it.

Notwithstanding the extremity the duke

was reduced to, he could not be brought to con-

fent to fuch a fevere condition ; but offered, fince

matters could be no better, that the king, without

prejudice to his right, mould have the taxes fb

much contefled, in the manner he defired: that

his majefly mould put one half of the garifon into

the ftrong town of Tonningen, provided that all

therein did take the oaths of allegiance to both

princes, till fuch time as the exigencies of arTairs

would permit the entire reftoration of it to its for-

mer mailer : that if the king would difpofe ofhis

country folely, the duke muit yield to force, but

hoped his right ihould be referved intire, and de-

{ired that his refidence and habitation of Gottorp^

which was neither by nature nor art flrong e-

riough to be formidable, might be left free to

him: kflly, that the king would grant him ard

his
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his liberty to diipote of themtelves as they

thought fit.

The Danes anfwer was, that thefe offers and

demands were no other than trifles : that the

king would proceed to the execution of his own
will and pleafure by force and arms ; that neither

the duke, nor any of his, fliould ever be reftored

to their liberty till he had figned an inftrument

there ready drawn up, to order the commander

of Tonningen to mrrenderit to the king : which

the duke at laft, through defpair of his life, was

forced to confent to j and accordingly that fort.

refs, with all its cannon and flores, was delivered

up to the officer lent by the king for that purpote,

Things being brought to this pafs, the duke

was removed to his own houfe at Gottorp. His

duchefs, who had been all this while at Copen-

hagen, and as it was thought contented to all the

injuftices a&ed againft her hutband and family,

was reftored to him ; but he was in effect a pri-

fbner null ; for guards were placed at all the ave-

nues, every day ibme new fevere conditions were

propoted to him, and articles offered him which

he was forced to fign : one of which was a re-

nunciation of his fupreme and independent right

over the dukedom of Slefwick. Being at laft

quite tired with fo many violences, not knowing

where they might end, he began to think of his

efcape : fo that one day taking the advantage of

his duchefs's being tent for again by her mother,

the queen dowager of Denmark, he pretended to

accompany her part of the way ; and by the

jxicans of fame trufly fervants, had relays ofhortes
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placed in convenient ftations. After a few hours

travelling with her, he took his leave ofher, and

pretending to hunt, fet fpurs to his horfe, and rid

away as fait as he could towards Hamburg.

The alarm was prefently given of the duke's

flight, and many horfemen were difpatched after

him ; which he being aware of, took not the di-

recl: road, but went about by Kiel ; fo that, after

a narrow efcape, he arrived fafely where he de-

figned. This mightily vexed the king, who uied

all means to get him out of that city, becaufe

Hamburg being fo populous a town, the fame of

the barbarity exercifed againft him flew from

thence all over Europe. But the duke had been

taught by former misfortunes not to truft his ene-

my ; and as loon as he got to Hamburg, fblemn-

ly protefted againft the validity of all that he,had

been conftrained to agree to, whilft he was in

durance
;
yet withal declared, that he was as ready

as ever to come to an amicable compoflire of dif-

ferences with the king, to prevent the ruin of his

flibjects, and other mifchiefs ; provided the king,

would redrefs fome of the greateft grievances.

This proportion was fo little regarded, that in*

ftead ofhearkening to it, the king ordered the fort-

refs of Tonningen to be demolished, the dukedom

of Slefwick to be fequeftered, the magistrates and

people to be abfolved from their allegiance to the

duke, and obliged to an oath of fidelity to the

king; all the revenues of the duke to be brought

into his treafury
; garifbns to be continued in the

duke's forts and manfion-houfe ; and unlefs the

du&e came to accept of the king's terms in relation
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to that fief, that it mould for ever be annexed to

the crown ofDenmark.

For the more fpeedy publication of the(e new

orders, proclamations were made and affixed to

that effect in all the towns of the dukedom : the

duke on his part publifhing others in oppofition

to this ufurpation, together with a folemn pro-

tection againfl all that had been done ; conclud-

ing with a command to the ftates of the dukedom,

and the reft of his fubjecls, to continue firm in

their loyalty and obedience to their natural prince.

But the king, who was refoived no longer to

keep any meafureswith him, nor to preferve that

country in any tolerable condition, which he

knew not how long he might enjoy, exacted vafl

contributions from the poor fubjec~ts, to the value

ofmany millions of gold, and to the ruin of as

flouriming a "province as any in the circle ofLow-

er Saxony; thereby difabling the duke's fubjecls

from contributing any thing towards the fubfiftence

of their mailer; who continued all this while at

Hamburg in a ftate little befitting his high quality;

whilft he fent his fbn abroad to raife the compaf-

fion, and implore the amftance, of all the neigh-

bouring German princes ; on which errand I had

the fortune to meat him at the courts of Hanover

and Wolfembuttle. He made alfo frrong appli-

cation to the crown of England, as guarantee of

the Northern peace ; and caufcd a full reprefenta-

tion of his dilconfolate condition to be printed in.

Englifh, which contains at large molt of the par-

ticulars above mentioned. But ail in vain : the

duke continued a fufferer notwithstanding his

a*
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many appeals to thofe who ought to have interefc

fed themfelves in his behalf; until fuch time as

the king of Sweden began in earneft to take his

caufe in hand, This king, having at laft brought

the affairs of his own kingdom into fuch a po-

iture as permitted him to refent the injuries done

to his near relation, threatened the Dane with a

war in cafe he delayed reftitution ; and to this ef-

fect, in the year 1689 fet a fleet to fea, with in-

tention to fecond his threats by blows ; which he

might the better then do, becaufe the chief flip*

jport ofthe Danes in their injuitice, the French

king, was at that time attacked by the forces of

the confederates ; and England, by the acceffion

of his prefent majefty to that crown, was become

a principal party in fo jufr a war : £0 that France

was likely to have its hands full at home. Be-

fides, hismajefty of Great Britain, being become

guarantee of the Northern peace, thought himfelf

obliged in honour to maintain it; and in order

to that end, gave fuch initruclions to his eryvoy

extraordinary, then going to the Danifa court, as

might induce it to comply with juftice, and pre-

vent that effafion of blood which was threatened.

Thefe remonftrances had their due weight with

the king of Denmark ; who at laft yielded to the

necelfity of his circumftances, and to the felicita-

tions of the elector of Brandenburg, whopreifed,

among the reft, the reiteration of the duke, and

had lent his miniirers to the congrefs for fhe ac-

commodation, to propofe a project to that end

;

not lb much out ofkindnefs to the family ofGot-

torp, as for fear the Swedifh arms mould by any
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juft occafion be brought over the Baltic ; the event

of which might be Fatal to all the neighbourhood,

and to the Branden burgers in particular. Thus,

the Danes, with reluctancy, contented at laft to

give up what they had unjuftly detained above

thirteen years from its right owner, after having

raifed vaft fums of money from the country ; for

the duke's partof the dutchy of Slefwick, only, had

about 28000 ploughs in it, each ofwhich was tax-

ed to pay four crowns a month : befides innu-

merable other extortions, which rilled the purfes

of the minifters of Denmark, who fhared the re-

venues among them. The SwediQi and Danifh

fleets had been about a fortnight at fea, but no

aclion had happened between them. After the

accommodation was published, and the duke re-

stored, yet without any reparation of damages

paft, the two fleets returned to their feveral ports,

and the duke to his habitation of Gottorp, which

he found in a defolate condition, compared to

what he left it in, The Dutch had a principal

hand in the conclusion of this agreement, by the

means of Myn-Heer Heemfkirk their mkiifter

;

and his niajefty of Great-Britain a large {hare of

the glory ofredreiftng a wrong, which through Co

many years pofTeiTjon pleaded a kind of prefcrip-

tion to warrant it: the very firit half-year of his

reign vindicating the honour ofthe crown ofEng-
land, which was engaged as guarantee ;. and ie-

curing the peace of the north, in order to the

procuring the auiitance of one or both of thofe

princes, towards the humbling the common ene-

my. This he tifectually did 5 for the Danes ink-

Q.3
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mediately afterwards fent by treaty feven thoufand

foldiers, which are yet in his majefly's pay ; and

the Swedes remain at liberty to continue fuch of

their troops in the Dutch fervice as formerly were

flipulated for, and which, had a war broken out,

they might have been forced to recall.

CHAP. XIV.

*£he Interefts of'Denmark in relation to other

Princes,

IN treating of the interefts ofthe king ofDen-

mark in relation to other princes or flares which

do not confine upon his dominions, and of his

affections towards them, it will not be neceffary

to obferve ftriclly the order and rank which thole

princes hold in the world ; I mail therefore take

ihem as they come indifferently.

With the EMPEROR the king of Denmark

is obliged to keep always a good outward corre-

fpondence, he being himielf a prince of the em-

pire, as duke of Holflein; and the emperor hav-

ing it often in his power to do him feveral kind-

jiefTes or difkindneffes. The king has a great

defire to efrablifh a toll at Gluckftadt upon the

liver Elbe j and although the emperor's confent

would not abfolutely fecure the bufinefs for him,

there being many other princes, together with all

thole who are concerned in the trade ofHamburg,

that would obftrucl it
;
yet it would frrike a great

flroke, and mufr always be a neceffary preliminary.

He keeps therefore very fair with his imperial
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majeSVy, and when preffed by the ministers, fends

(for valuable confiderations) feme troops to ferve

in Hungary againft the Turks ; notwithstanding

which he is inwardly troubled at the power of the

houfe of Auftria, and the increaSe of its domini-

ons ; being jealous, as moft of the other German

princes are, that the greatnefs of that family may

one day turn to the detriment of the liberty of

Germany : and therefore is not difpleafed at the

fucceiles of the French, or of the Turks. He has

been heard to complain of the neglect which the

imperial court Shows of him, and its partiality

for the Swedes: this occasioned the emperor's

fending a minifies lately to refide at Copenhagen,

'

as well as at Stockholm ; Since which he Seems to

be better Satisfied. But at the bottom it is to be

fuppofed, that the Dane is no true friend of the

emperor's ; becaufe he thinks his imperial majefty

favours fome interests oppofite to his, in conniv-

ing at the Lunenburgers forcible pofTeSTion of the

dukedom of Saxe-Lawenburg, and beftowing the

electoral dignity on that family j the confirmation

of which the king of Denmark oppofes with all

his power.

POLAND.] With Poland the king of Den-

mark has at preSent little occafion either offriend-

Ship or enmity, there being but fmall correspon-

dence between them ;
yet he will rather chufe to

keep that ciown his friend, than otherwiSe; be-

caufe it may one day Stand him in Stead againft

the Swredes : arfd for this reafon it is that the e-

ledtor of Brandenburg, whofe intereSt in that par-

ticular is much the fame with Denmark's, main*
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tains a good correfpondence, and entertains a

conftant minifter at Warfaw. Befides, the port

of Dantzick is convenient for all that trade in the

Baltic ; and the Danes bring corn, as well as o-

ther merchandife, from thence. They keep like-
-

wife good amity with the other Hans Towns.
COURLAND.] The king is upon fair terms

with the duke of Courland, who has permitted

him to raife men in his country, the commander

ofwhich, one Pottcamer, is brother to that duke's

prime miniffcer ; and the foldiers are the belt able

to live hardily, and to endure fatigue, of any in

the world.

HOLLAND.] It is the intereft of Denmark

to be well with the Dutch above all other princes

in Europe, becaufe of the great revenue it receives

from their traffic, and the toll which they pay in

the Sound : becaufe alfo in cafe ofa quarrel with

Sweden, or any other extremity, the king ofDen-

mark is certain of the affiftance of the Hollan-

ders ; which is always fufficient and ready to pro-

tect him, as has been experienced in the former

wars between the Northern crowns : for the

Dutch will never fuffer the balance of the North

to lean too much to one fide, their intereft in the

trade of the Baltic being fo confiderable \ but will

take care to afTift the weaker with proportionable

fuccours ; which the conveniency of their fitua-

tion, and their naval force, permits them to do

with greater eafe than any other. Notwithstand-

ing all which confiderations, th%re are frequent

occaflons ofquarrel between the Dutch and Danes;

and the frieadlhip which the latter have for xhs

'
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former (efpecially fince this war with France, and

the convention made with England for the inter-

ruption of all commerce with that kingdom) is

very weak and unusable ; for befides that an ab-

folute monarchy, for other reafbns, can never

throughly love a republic, the Danes are envious

at the great trade of the Dutch ; and count it a

difparagement that merchants, as they call them,

fhould have it in their power to give law to a

crowned head. However, at the bottom, Den-

mark would not be pleafed that Holland mould

fink under the force of its enemies, but would ufe

its beft endeavours to prevent it, though poflibly

not before matters were reduced to fo great an

extremity, as it might be beyond the ability ofthe

Danes to afford a timely remedy.

FRANCE.] The king of Denmark loves the

alliance of France, and keeps a ltri&er correfpon-

dence with that crown than with any other;

thougrrit be moft certain, that the maxims which

he has learnt from thence, and the practices which

followed thofe maxims, have been the principal

occafion of that kingdom's prefent ill condition.

But the king of France by fair words, large pro-

mifes, and a little money feafonably beftowed,

has had the knack to amufe this court, and to

make it act as he pleafes ; notwithstanding the

many affronts, the ill fuccefles, and the universal

mifery which through his means have attended it.

The em'uTaries of France are thick fown here;

nothing pleafes, that isnot according to theFrench

pattern, either in drefs, tnilitaiy discipline, orpoli-

tics ; and it is certain that a fitter could not be fol*
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lowed by any arbitrary prince ; provided a due re-

gard were had to the force and ftrength to perform,

in proportion to the defign undertaken. But the

want of this confideration has been fatal to Den-

mark : France has told this king, that foldiers are

the only true riches ofprinces, and this has made
him raile more than he knows what to do with,

unlefs he difturb his neighbours ; which generally

he does for the interefb of France, though at laft

it turns to his lofs. So that Denmark refembles

in this point a monfter that is all head and no

body, all foldiers and no fubjecls ; and whenever

a general peace comes to be eftablifhed in Europe,

which fhall let open foreign trade, and confe-

quently fpoil all the advantages that his country

enjoys at prefent, I cannot lee what will become

of the public affairs here ; for the foldiers when

difbanded, being mofr. of them Grangers, will re*

turn to their reipective homes ; and the revenues

of thefe kingdoms muit fink extremely through

the want of people, and their poverty. It teems

therefore no lefs than madnefs for the leaft and

poorefr. kingdom ofEurope, to think ofemulating

with fuccefs the richeit, greateft, and the raoft

populous, and to take its meafures from thence;

as if there were no difference between king and

king. So have I heard that the little republic of

St. Marino in Italy, which confifts but of one

fmall town with the mountain it ftands upon,

and is fcarce taken notice of by travellers, takes

occafion to write to the republic of Venice fome-

times, and to ftile it Our Sifter, with as much

gravity and pride, as if it equalled the other in
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power. But the vanity of theie poor Italians pro*

ceeds no farther than words, which does thern

no harm.

But the true reafbns which render it the inte-

reft of Denmark to keep well with France, and

they are no weak ones, are firft, becaufe they look

wpon that crown as the fole balance againft the

grandeur of the emperor and the houfe ofAuftria,

whofe power, as I faid before, is looked on by all

the princes of Germany with a very jealous eye*

the late addition of the crown of Hungary to it,

with its other conquefts on that fide from the

Turks; the probability of the Spaniih dominions

falling to fome active branch of it; and the re-

membrance what havock the emperor Charles the

fifth, and his fucceflbr, made among the German

princes, when pofTefled of the like advantages

;

make the Danes, as well as the others, reflect ieri-

ouily upon what may happen hereafter, fhould

France be reduced to too low an ebb. A fecond

reafon is, becaufe they know no other naval force

able to conteft the intire dominion of the feas

with the Englifh and Dutch ; and they are willing

to keep the difpute about that dominion undeter-

mined between the French and us, that no laws

may be laid upon traffic, but that they may reap

their (hare of the trade of the world; which they

think would be but fmall, mould that point be

once finally decided to our advantage. A third

reafon, and the moft forcible, is, the fabfidies

which the king of Denmark draws from time to

time -from France ; a little ready money, among

a necemtous people, carrying irreiiftible charms
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with it: and this has been the drift of the French

policy in advifing that king to a greater charge

than he was able to bear, under pretence that they

confulted his honour and grandeur, whereas tney

only confulted their own ends; being fure, after

they had rendered him and his country poor, that

they could buy him when they pleafed. Yet

whenever the French treafure mail come fo far to

be exhaufred, that a fairer bidder appears, this

piece of policy will not only fail the French, but

turn to their difadvantage.

SPAIN and PORTUGAL.] With the kings

of Spain and Portugal the Dane is in a irate of in-

differency. Their dominions are fo far afunder,

and the bufmefs ib little which theyhave with each

other, that there happen few or no occafions, ei-

ther of a quarrel or friendfhip between them.

Yet the Danes have fome fmall trade for fait and

wine with each of thefe princes fubjecls ; and dur-

ing this war make fome benefit of their neutrali-

ty, by tra.nfporting in their mips the effects of

French, Englifh, and Dutch, from one port to

another. They have indeed fome pretenfions on

the Spaniard for arrears offubfidies owing to them

ever fince the Danes took the part of the confede-

rates againfr France in the former war ; but they

defpair ofobtaining them, unlefs fome unforefeen

accident put them in a way of getting that debt,

the accompts ofwhich have hardly ever been ad-

jured between them.

SAXONY.] With the late elector of Saxony

the king of Denmark kept a very good correfpon-

dence 1 the elector having married one of the

king's
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king's fitters, that affinity produced as amicable

effects as could be delired ; in (omuch that it begat

a refblution of a nearer union of the two families

in a match between the prefent elector (then

prince) and the king's only daughter : this pro-

ceeded as far as a formal contract, and the urual

marriage prefents were fblemnly exchanged in

order to confummation; when on a fudden the

old elector died lail year, as he was leading ar*

army towards the Rhine againfr the French, for

the common caufe of Europe. The death of this

prince, among other alterations, produced this,

that his fueceiibr the prefent elector being thereby

become at his own difpofal, and having been for-

merly very much in love with another lady, who
is the prefent elect refs, refufed to complete his

marriage with the daughter of Denmark, and

lent back the prefents which were given at the

time of the contract. This action of his highly

difgufted the king, queen, and the whole Daniih

court ; however, there was no remedy but pati-

ence ; the elector was too remote to fear any ef-

fects of the Danes difpleafiire, and refolved to

purfue his own inclinations in the choice of a

wife, let the world fay and do what it would.

Accordingly he prefently courted and married

•where he fancied; leaving the Danes to digeit

this affront as well as they could ; which they

will fcarce forget this great while. So that it is

to be (uppoftd the ancient knot between the king

and the electoral family of Saxe is hereby very

much loofened; yet not fo far as to proceed to

any open breach, the elector's excufes for this a-

R
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cYion having been received and accepted ofas fome

fort of(atisfa&ion.

MUNSTER.] With the bifhop of M^ntter

the king of Denmark lives in good amity, by rea-.

(on of his neighbourhood to the counties ofOlden-

burg and Delmenhorft; and for the moll part

has a niinifter refiding at that court. The like

friendfhip is between him and the other princes

of Germany; particularly with the Landgrave of

Hette-Gaffel, who is brother to his queen, and ex-

tremely beloved by her.

The king of Denmark has one brother, viz.

Prince George, born 1653, and married to her

royal highnefs the princefs Anne, fitter to her

majetty of England.

And four fitters, viz.

Anna Sophia, the widow of the late elector of

Saxony.

Frederica Emilia, the wife ofthe duke of Holttein.

Guillimetta Ernettina, widow of the Palatine of

the Rhine.

Ulrica Eleonora Sabina, the queen of Sweden.

CHAP. XV.

Of the Lazus
)
Courts of Juftlce, etc.

SOME naturalitts obferve, that that there is no

plant or in fec*r, how venomous or mean (over,

but is good forfomething towards the life of man,

if rightly applied : in iike manner it may be (aid,

that feveral ufeful Jettons may be learnt, conduc-

ing to the benefit of mankind, from this account
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ofDenmark, provided things be taken by the right

handle.

Hitherto we have indeed met with many
things in it to be avoided, and little deferving i-

mitation : but being now to fpeak of the Danifh

laws, I muft needs begin with this good character

of them in general, that for jufrice, brevity, and

perfpicuity, they exceed all that I know in the

world. They are grounded upon equity, and

are all contained in one quarto volume, written

in the language of the country, with Co much
pVinnefs, that no man, who can write and read,

is fo ignorant, but he may prefently underftand

his own cafe, and plead it too if he pleafes, with-

out the affiftance of counfcl or attorney.

Here is none of that chicane to be found

which deftroys and raifes Co many great efTates in

England. A very few advocates do the bufinefs

of all the litigious perfons in thefe kingdoms: nei-

ther are their fees arbitrary or exorbitant; no iuit

of what importance foever hangs in fufpenfe long-

er than one year and a month: fince a man may
go through all the courts, and have execution done

within that time, unlefs he be wanting to him-

felf.

It may be replied to this, that the icarcity of

money may be the principal occafion of few law-

fuits and lawyers. It is not denied; and perhaps

a right fenie of this was the hYir caufe of fo good

a regulation of juftice: for fince the king was re-

folved to empty the pockets of his fubjects, it wr.s

not for his advantage to permit others to do it,

and fhare the gains with him. However, thus

R 2
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much may with certainty be averred, that the like

regulation would not only agree with, but con-

fummate, the happinefs of a rich country; and

this inflance of Denmark makes it evident that

(hch a regulation is practicable.

But to return to our purpofe. In Denmark,

in the ordinary proceedings between man and

man^ there are three courts, every one of which

has power to give a definitive fentence, and ftiuft

either acquit or condemn. Yet there lies an ap-

peal from the lower to the higher; and if the in-

ferior judge has wilfully varied from the pofitive

law, the party wronged has damages given him,

both from the iud^e and his adverfarv. Here is

no removal of actions from one court to another,

where the parties may begin all again; but by way

of ordinary procedure from the lower to the high-

er. The three courts are thcfe ; firft, in cities

and towns the Byfoghds court, to which in the

country does anfwer the Herredsfougds court.

Secondly, from thence lies an appeal to the Land-

lrag or general head court for the province.

Thirdly, from thence to the court called the

High-right in Copenhagen; where the king him-

ielf fometirnes firs in peribn, and it is always com-

pofed of the prime nobility of the kingdom. The

judges in the two' former courts are conftituted in-

deed by the king's letters patents' durante bene*

flaclto ; but are punifhable for any mifiemeanors

committed, and condemned to make reparation

to the party injured for any injuftice by them

done. The city of Copenhagen has this particu-

lar privilege, that the fentences pa0ed in the By-
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foghds court, inftead of palling through the pro-

vincial court, are tried by the burgomafter and

common council, and fo proceed to the higheft

court; which refembles fo far our high court of

Chancery, that if any matter happen to fall in de-

bate, for the decifion of which there is not a po-

fitive article to be found in the law, which rarely

happens, it is there determined by the king, or

by the others prefent, who are as it were the

keepers of the king's conscience: and all this were

very well, were it not that the fir ft article of the

law referves to the king the privilege of explain-

ing or altering it at his. pleaiure.

In matters relating to the revenue, the rent-

chamber in Denmark refembles our court of Ex-

chequer: which has alfo a pay- mafter general be-

longing to it; and lometimes there is a court

compoied of feme members of this rent-chamber,

the admiralty, and the college of commerce; be-

fore which lie the appeals of merchants whole

goods happen to be feized for not having paid the

kind's duties.

The fentences pafled in the inferior courts are

Tometimes bhuTed and partial ; but not often, for

fear of the higheft court, where great regard is

had to juftice; infomuch that I knew a judge, who
very hardly efcaped being fined for a fentence pal-

fed againft an Englifh merchant; which fentence

was prefently reverfed.

Indeed, whilft monfieur Grrrrmfeldt and mon-
fieur Wibbe were chancellors, there were mdtte-

rings, that the High Court fentences were not al-

together up to the rigour of the la\v> but this b
r 3
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very rare now, unlefs when a courtier or favou-

rite is intereited in fuch a fentence ; in which

cafe, or in matters wherein the king is concern-

ed, you are to expect little juftice, eipecially if it

relate to money.

The falaries of the judges are but fmall; they

are paid out of the Exchequer, and do not confift

in fees. The Byfoghd may have about one hun-

dred Rix-Dollars yearly; and he pays himfelfout

of the fines of delinquents. In the country the

Herredsfougds have each of them the rent that is

due to the king for a farm that {lands rated at ten

tans of hard-corn ; he has befides from the plain-

tiff and defendant, for the fentence he paffes, ten

Stivers from each : and the Byfoghd, or judge in

cities and towns, double as much. Moreover, the

contefting parties are bound to pay the clerk Co

much a meet for the paper, in which is let down

at large the whole proceeding, and the allegations

of each party, whether they be verbal or by libel,

and, at the clofe of all, the ientence itfelf. At the

Byfoghds court, and the Landftag, the judge in*

ierts the law, and adds the reafons upon which his

judgment is founded ; but in the High-Right no

reafon is given at all, or but very feldom. And

that no clerk may have it in his power to pick

any man's pocket by filling up many meets ofpa-

per, there are limits let, beyond which no man is

obliged to pay. Every one may ple:id his own
caule thatpleafes; however, it is the king's order

that the magistrates take care to have one or more

advo ares, fuch as they approve of, who are to

plead for the poor, and for fuch as cannot plead'
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for themfelves. Upon the whole matter, the

charges of the law are very eafy ; flnce a complaint

may go through the three courts for fifty Rix-

Dollars, which is lefs than twelve pounds iter-

ling; unlefs the fum in queftion be very great,

and more than ordinary evidences to be written

on lealed paper. Thefe laws are fo equitable and

expeditious, that they are extremely commended

by merchants and Grangers, who have occaflon to

have recourfe to them. Neither is the fmallnefs

of the expence any encouragement to thofe that

love going to law ; for the laws themfelves pro-

vide effectually againft this mifchief, and take a-

way the very root of litigioufhefs; being fo plain

and clear, that a troublefome perfon never finds

his account in promoting vexatious fuits, but

meets with all the difappointments one would

wi(h him.

In criminal matters a great feverity of juftice

is practifed. You never hear of any perfon guil-

ty of the crime of treafon againft the king; the

government has rivetted itfelf Co fa ft upon the

bottom it now ftands, that no body offers to wag

fo much as the tongue againft it. There are no

clippers or coiners, no robbers upon the high-way,

nor houfe-breakers; which conveniencv of arbi-

trary government, among the multitude of mi£
chiefs attending it, I have likewife obferved in

France; perhaps becaufe thofe princes, who are

entire mailers of their fubjects puries at pleafure,

take more effectual care of them, as of their own;
and therefore ufe fuch means that none fhall plun-

der or cheat their people
; for the fame reafon that
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folks kill vermin in dove-houfes, viz. that they

may make the greater profit themfelves. The
mod ufual capital crimes are manflanghter and

Healing. Execution is done upon offenders by

beheading them with a (word at one ftroke very

dexteroufly. The headfman, though infamous

by his place, fo that no body will come into his

company, yet is commonly rich, having other

advantageous employments that no body elfe

dares undertake, viz. the emptying all the ne-

cefTary-houfes, the removing all dead dogs and

horfes out of houfes and (tables, or from before

doors ; for no Danifh fervant will, upon any

terms, fet a hand to either of thefe works; and

the executioner has his own rates for thefe bale

offices, which he performs by his under fervant,

called the Racker.

The advocates are not bred, as with us in En-

gland, in publick focieties, mch as inns ofcourt or

chancery; neither take they any degrees of bar-

rifter, ferjeant, or the like; but may take up the

calling as they pleafe,. according to their inclina-

tions or abilities.

There are, befides the three ordinary courts

before mentioned,, commiilioners of the admiral-

ty, which they call the Admiralty Court; where-

in affairs relating to the fea are determined, fuch

as prizes, wrecks, difputes with privateers, and

the like.

There is likewife a chancellery,. which con-

fifte of a number of clerks, who write and iffue

all the king's orders, give, out citations, tranfcribe

papers, make the Latin projects of treaties with



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 169

foreign courts, according to the directions they

receive. In fhort, they are as it were under-fe-

creraries, and were formerly fubject to the go-

vernment of one whom they called a chancellor;

but fince monfieur Wibbe's death, that employ-

ment hath not been filled: neither does it refem-

ble our place of chancellor in England. The

clerks of this office have fome (mail falary from

the king, and have moreover fo much for every

citation to the high court, and Co much for every

order they iflue, which they divide among them.

In- Copenhagen there is a public officer ap-

pointed, called the Polity-Mailer, whole bufinefs

is to keep good orders in affairs relating to the

city; he is to fee that the merchants fell warrant-

able merchandife ; that they do not interfere in

one another's trades ; and to compofe differences

on that account among them ; that the public

buildings, draw bridges, and canals, be kept in re-

pair ; that the ftreets be paved, cleanied, and free

of the incumbrances of bulks and other incon-

veniences; that no prohibited goods be brought

in ; that there be always plenty of bread -corn,

and fold at a moderate price; that the requifite

afMance in cafe of fire be at hand. And indeed

the orders taken in this matter are very good

;

for there are felect companies appointed to watch

and extinguifh the fire, no others daring to ap-

proach within a certain diftance, left under pre-

tence of bringing help, they mould take the oc-

casion to plunder. The chimney-fweepers are

bound to keep a regifter of all chimnies they

fweep, that in cafe of any ill accident, thofe, by
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whole neglect or covetoufhefs it happens, may be

anfwerable for it. No torches or flambeaux are

allowed to be carried in the ftreets, by reafon of

the great quantities of fir-timber, and the con-

stant high winds which are here; inftead of which

all perfons, even the court itfelf, make ufe oflarge

round lanthorns, caried at the end of long flicks.

The Polity-Matter regulates alfo the price of tra-

velling in their open waggons, and punifhes fuch

as exact more than the eftabliflied rate, if they be

complained of; alfb fuch as travel in the king's

particular highway without permiflion; and fuch

as make ufe ofguns and fowling-pieces, and bring

in venifon, fowl, and hares by ftealth, or in times

when they are prohibited to be killed. He takes

care alfo to prevent and fupprefs riots and diftur-

bances of the foldiers, who are not permitted to

walk the ftreets after the tattoo has gone about

;

and in general of all other matters relating to or-

der, quiet and decency.

Among other good regulations in Denmark, I

look upon that of the Apothecaries to be none of

the leaft commendable ; for no man is permitted

to exercife that trade, unlefs he be appointed by

the college of Phyficians, and confirmed by the

king himfelf. There are but two allowed to the

city of Copenhagen, and one to every other con-

fiderable town. Their (hops and drugs are care-

fully vifited twice or thrice a year by the magi-

strates, accompanied by the doctors of phyfic;

and fuch drugs, as are either naught or old, are

taken from them and flung away. The prices

of all thefe drugs are fixed, fo that any child may
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be fent to an Apothecary's mop without hazard of

being impofed upon; and nothing is (bid that is

not exceeding good, and at very moderate rates.

They fell all for ready money, yet keep exact

books of what they fell, to whom, and by whofe

prefcription : fo that the great mifchief of acci-

dental or wilful poifoning, Co frequent in other

countries, is either quite avoided ; or, if practifed,

eafily discovered and punifhed.

The government in the country is managed,

by dividing it into feveral diftrifb or governments,

called Stifts-Ampts, whereofthere are in all feven;

of thefe, four are in Jutland, the other three in

the iflands. Each of thefe is again fubdivided in-

to three lefler jurisdictions, called Ampts. The
Stifts-Ampts-man, or governor of a county, is

commonly one of the belt quality and fortune in

that part of the country : and this charge anfwers

to that of lord lieutenant of our counties in Eng-

land, or rather of intendant in France. The
Ampts-men, or under governor of a hundred, or

baillage, is generally a gentleman of lelfer fortune,

who refidesin the principal town of his diftrict,

and takes care of all matters relating to the public

;

as convenient quartering of foldiers, providing

for their march, collecting the king's revenues,

giving orders to the peafants when employed a-

bout public works,- or when the king travels. All

this they do themfelves, or by inferior officers,

like our bailiffs and conftables. The employ-

ments are for the raoft part given by the king

during life, and are the principal rewards of fuch

as have well deferved: he that has ferved long
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and faithfully as a foreign minifter, or in any o-

ther confiderable civil pod, is ufually promoted'

upon a vacancy to be Stifts-Ampts-man of his

province, provided his eftate and intereft there be

fbme way correipondent. The grooms of the

king's bed-chamber, and other officers ofthe court,

upon their marriage, or reti-. ing fron court, are

gratified with an Ampt, and lent to live at home,

provided they have ferved long, and be in any fa^

vour. The king pays to each of thefe a yearly

falary out of his treafury ; to a Stiffs -Ampts-man>

a thoufand crowns a year ; to an Ampts-man,

four hundred crowns. The principal advantages

they reap from thefe employments, are thefe :

firft, that being more confidered and favoured at

court than others, they efcape better at the time

of a public tax, and can often find means to cafe

the burden off their own lands, by inhancing it

upon others ; neither will the court willingly give

ear to complaints againft them. Secondly, they

are very much honoured and feared at home,

and have the privilege to domineer over the pea-

fants, and other their inferiors, without controul,

unlefs they do it too groily, and beyond meafure.

Before I conclude this chapter, I think it very

pertinent to take notice, that in Denmark there

are no (editions, mutinies, or libels againft the go-

vernment ; but all the people either are or ap-

pear to be lovers of their king, notwithstanding

their ill treatment, and the 'hardships they groan

under. And I fuppofe one principal reafbn of

this to be the equality of the taxes, and the man-

ner of taxing. It is not to be imagined by thoie

that
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that fee it not, what a comfort it is to the fufFerers

to be ill u(ed alike: for poverty and riches be-

ing only fuch in proportion, provided men be

treated like their neighbours, they grumble not:

that which vexes the opprehed in mod countries,

(efpccially the common people, who are more

than ordinary envious) is to lee their country, their

parifh, or their houie, taxed more in proportion

than their neighbours. i\nd they have reafbn to

be difcontented at this, for it brings real poverty

upon thoie that are over- taxed : it does ciq\ 4irni-

nim the general ftock ofthe fubjects money, which

would keep all commodities and necerTaries at e-

qual and moderate rates ; but picks particular

men's pockets, whillt it leaves others rich and

able to profit by the neceifities of the poor,

It is a certain fign ofan ill government where

there are abundance of laws* ; but it is no cer-

tain fign of a good one, where there are but a

few, as is plain in the cafe of Denmark. How-
ever, this bleffing of few and good laws is like a

grain of coniblation to fweeten a world of bitter-

nefs, and enables them to bear their other hard-

{hips with more eafe and patience.

CHAP. XVI.

*Tke State of Religion, of the Clergy, Learn-

ing, etc.

WHEN the corruptions of the Roman church

grew Co intolerable to many nations in Europe,

* Corruft'JJ'ma njubfica fhrimat leges, Tacit. Ann, Lib. 3.

s
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that an univerfal reformation became neceflary,

Denmark, among the reft of the northern coun-

tries (which had been lefs managed and more a*

bufed by the priefts than the fonthern) fhook off

that yoke, and inftesd of the Roman-Catholic,

embraced the doctrine and opinions of Martin

Luther. King Frederick the firft, about one hun-

dred and fifty years fince, brought thefe in, and

eftablifhed them fo generally in his dominions,

that at this day there is no other religion here

profefTed than the Lutheran ; if we will except

the little reformed French church of Copenhagen,

fet up by the queen ; and one popifh chapel at

Glucftadt, permitted about ten years ago to a few

popifh families in thole parts ; which is the firft

that has been fince the reformation. This great

unity in belief in the north (for Sweden has it as

well as Denmark) is owing to the fincerity of

thofe princes that began the reformation there:

for it is likely they did it upon a pure religious

account, and therefore went effectually to work

in the converfion of all their fubjects, ufing pro-

per means for fuch a purpofe ; whereas in Eng-

land, and elfewhere, reafons of ftate, and other

by-ends, had atteafl: as great a mare in it as con-

viction of confcience; Co that the bufmefs was

done by halves, through the unfettlednefs of our

princes in their opinions, who encouraged or con-

nived at a dinenting party, according as their

worldly interefls led them. The vaft convenience

to any prince, of having all his fubjects of one o-

pinion, is viable in Denmark ; where there are

no faftjons nor difputes about religion, which
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tifually have a great influence on any govern-

ment; but all are of one mind, as to the way of

falvation, and as to the duty they owe their fbve-

reign. This cuts off occafion of rebellion and

mutiny from many, who otherwise would defire

it, and feem to have reafon enough, becaufe of the

heavy preiTures they lie under. As long as the

priefts are entirely dependent upon the crown,

and the people abfblutely governed by the

priefta in matters of confeience, as they are here,

the prince may be as arbitrary as he pleafes, with-

out running any rilque from his fubjecls : in due

confideration of which benefit, the clergy are very

much favoured, and have full fcope given them

tobe as bigotted as they pleafe ; which indeed

they are to a very great degree, having no com-

mon charity for any that differ from them in o-

pinion, except the church of England; and to

that they are very kind, often laying, that there is

no eflential difference between it and theirs ; and

wiftiing that there were an union of them pro-

jected and perfected : wherein their defign is not

fo much to reduce our ecclefiafiics to the low e-

ftate theirs are in, as to raife their own to the

fplendor and revenues of ours ; which are the

principal virtues they admire in us. They have

caff off the opinions of Rome in the fu.premacy

of the pope, and other points; but they would

retain the grandeur belonging to that church, and

applaud us for doing both fb dextercuily ; fo that

I am confident the bufmeis of confubftantiatiort

would make no difference, did princes think it

worth their while to promote this union. On the

S 2
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other fide, the Calviniit is hated by them as much
as the Papift; and the reafon they give is, be-

caufe he is againft abfolute monarchy, and has a

refitting principle.

Notwithstanding this flattery of the court,

they are not admitted into civil affairs, nor have

any thing to do in the government ; neither are

they encouraged to appear about court, or on

public occafions : the pulpit is their province, and

it is left free to them. Here they take a vail: li-

berty of reprehending not only vices, but parti-

cular perfons of the higheft quality ; which no

body takes notice of, as long as they keep to their

own trade. The common people admire them

for this boldnefs; and the belt fubfiitence of the

prietts in cities and towns being voluntary bene-

volence, they take care to cultivate the good opi-

nion of the mob, whom they keep likgwife in awe

by the practice of confeffion before they admini-

fter the facrament, which every one that receives

Is obliged to undergo ; and this they retain ofthe

Bomifh church, as well as crucifixes and other

ceremonies.

There are fix fuperintendents in Denmark,

who take it very kindly to be called Bifliops, and

My Lord ; viz. one in Zealand, one in Fnnen,

and four in Jutland: there are alfo four in Nor-

way. Thefe have no temporalities, keep no ec-

clefiattical courts, have no cathedrals, with pre-

bends, canons, deans, fub-deans, etc. but are on-

ly prhni inter pares ; having the rank above the

inferiorclergy oftheirprovince, and the inflection

into their doctrine and manners. The revenue
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of the bilhop of Copenhagen is about two thou-

fand ftix-Dollars yearly ; the other bifhops of

Denmark have about fifteen hundred Rix-Dollars,

and of Norway one thoufand Rix-Dollars $ they

are allowed to have two or three parifhes each;

their habit is common with that of the other mini.

Iters, viz. a plaited black gown, with ihort fleeves,

a large ftirFrufT about the neck, and a cap with

edges, like our mailers of art, except that theirs is

round, and the others fquare.

Most of them underftand Engiiih, and draw

the very belt oftheir divinity, as they confeis them-

felves, out of Engiiih books. Many of them have

ftudied in Oxford, who are more valued than

the others ; they are very confrant preachers, and

never read their fermons, but pronounce them

with a great deal of action. Holy-days and faft-

days are obferved as folemnly as fundays ; and in

Copenhagen the city gates are clofe Ihut during

fermon-time, fo that no body can go in or out.

The commonalty are great frequenters of the

churches, which are kept much more decently>

cleanly, and better adorned, than with us: fo that

they look almoft as gaudy as the popifb churches,,

They are all great lovers of organs, and have

many very good ones, with flcilful organiils, who

entertain the congregation with mulic, during

half an hour, either before or after fervice.

Denmark has formerly produced very learned

men, fuch as the famous mathematician Tycho

Brahe, the Bartholines for phyfic and anatomy,

Borrichius, who died lately, and bequeathed a

connderable legacy to the nniyerfity of Copenha-

S 3
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-gen. But at prefent learning is there at a very low

ebb
;
yet Latin is more commonly- fpoken by the

clergy than with us. The books that come out

in print are very few, and thofe only fame dull

treatifes of controverfy againft the Papifts and

Calvinifts. The Belles Lettres, or genteel learn-

ing, are very much ftrangers here, and will hard-

ly be introduced till a greater affluence among the

gentry makes way for them* It is faid that necef-

fity is the mother of invention ; which may be

true in fome degree, but I am lure too much ne-

ceffity depreffes the fpirits, and deflroys it quite

;

neither is there any invention here, or tolerable

imitation of what is brought in to them by

ftrangers.

Th ere is but one univerfity>which is at Copen-

hagen, and that mean enough in all refpects ; nei-

ther the building nor revenues being comparable

to thole of the worft of our fmgle colleges. The
ftudents wear black cloaks, and live fcattered a-

bout the. town, after the manner of thole in Ley-

den. Some of the profeffors live in the houfe. E*

very year, on the king's birth-day, they have a

kind of Aft ; the king honours them withhis pre-

fence, and the Rector lYIagnificus harangues him

with a Latin fpeech, full of as fulfome flattery,

as if Louis le Grand were the monarch to be en-

tertained, and a fawning jduit the orator. At

certain periods there are a. few Daniih verfes lung

by the ordinary fmging-boys to very indifferent

mufic, and Co the farce ends.

There was in this king's father's time an uni-

verfiry at Sara, a town very pleafantly fituated a-



AN ACCOUNT OF DENMARK. 179

bout forty miles from the city, where the lodg.

ings and conveniences for ftudying much exceed-

ed thofe ofCopenhagen : but the king had occafi-

on for the revenues; fo that now it is dcfolate,

and in its Head only a fmall grammar-fchool

erected.

The provifions for the poor are very inconfider-

able : formerly there was a pretty flore of hos-

pitals fcattered up and down the country; but at

prefent the revenues of mofr of thefe are diverted

to other ufes, and thofe not public ones.

To conclude : I never knew any country where

the minds of the people were more of one call'

bre and pitch than here; you (hall meet with

none of extraordinary parts or qualifications,, or

excellent in particular ftudies and trades
; you fee

no enthufrafts, madmen, natural fools, or fanci-

ful folks ; but a certain equality ofunderftanding

reigns among them : every one keeps the ordi-

nary beaten road of fenfe, which in this country

is neither the faireft nor the fouleft, without devi-

ating to the right or lefts yet I will add this one

remark to their praife, that the common people

do generally write and read.

The CONCLUSION.
IT has been a great miftake among us, that

the popilh religion is the only one, of all the

Chrifrian feels, proper to introduce and eftablifh

flavery in a nation, inibmuch that popery and

flavery have been thought infeparable. Not to

derogate from the merit of the Roman-catholic
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perfuafion, which has been the darling of Co many
monarehs upon that account ; I lhall make bold

to fay that other religions, and particularly the

Lutheran, has fucceeded as effectually in this de-

fign as ever popery did. It is confeft, indeed,

that popery would certainly introduce flavery,

but it is denied that the laft cannot come in with-

out the afliftance of the former ; and whoever

takes the pains to vifit the proteftant countries a-

broad, who have loft their liberty even fmee they

changed their religion for a better, will be con-

vinced that it is not popery, as fiich, but the do-

ctrine ofa blind obedience, in what religion foever

i,t be found, that is the deftrucrion of the liberty,

and confequently of all the happinefs of any na-

tion. Nay, I am perfuaded that many are fatisfl-

ed the late king James's attempts to bring in popery

was the principal thing which refcued our liber-

ties from being entirely (wallowed up; there

feeming in his reign, through the intereft and

diihonefty of fome, the dififolutenefs, lazinefs, and

ignorance of others, to have been (in many men's

Opinions) a general tendency towards flavery,

which would fcarcely have been vigoroufly e-

nough oppofed, had he left the buflnefs of religion

untouched ; and if once introduced, it had been

maintained more effectually than in the days of

popery ; I fay more effectually, becaufe the de-

pendence which the Romifh clergy and monks

have on the church of Rome, caufes often a clafh-

ing of interefts, and derogates from that intire o
bedience the fubjefts owe to the prince; which is

preached up by that church, as often as the fo
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vereign acts according to their direction, and

down again whenever he difpleafes them ; where-

of we have had frequent examples in this king-

dom of England, where there have been biibops

and abbots, in the days of popery, as zealous af-

iertors of the liberties of the people, as any lay-

men could be; whether out of a true principle,

or not, I will not determine; but occafions have

been taken by them toraife tumults and wars, and,

in the fcume, the liberties ofthe people (ofwhich

both king and churchmen ftrove who mould be

the mailers) have efcaped untouched: but in

Denmark, as well as other proteftant countries of

the Norm, through the entire and fble dependence

of the clergy upon the prince, without the inter-

fering of the authority of any fpiritual fuperior,

fuch as that of the pope among the Romanics

;

through their principles and doctrine, which are

thofe of unlimited obedience ; through the autho-

rity they have with the common people, etc. (la-

very teems to be more abfolutely eftablifhed than

it is in France; as in effect it is more practifed :

for that king's fubjects are better treated ; there

is a name of a parliament at Paris, andothergreat

towns, though they meet for no other end, but to

verify the king's edicts; there is a formal de-

mand made of a benevolence, or Don Gratuit,

in fome provinces, which probably they have not

the power to deny ; there is an encouragement

of trade, manufactures, learning, etc. all tending

to the good of the people. Befides, we fee by ex-

perience, that that king often has great quarrels

with the court of Rome; which, whenfoever his
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power is reduced to a lower ebb, that his clergy

are not over-awed by it, may produce fuch divi-

fions and difturbances as poilibly fome fparks of

the people's liberty may again proceed from the

collifion oftwo fuch hard rocks. But in the coun-

tries I have fpoken of, there is no hope of any

fuch refource; all is fwallowed up in the king;

temporals and fpirituals, foul, body, eftates, and

confcience. The army and the prieits are two

fure cards : the prince that has one of them on

his fide, can hardly fail; but he that has both

depending on him, need fear nothing from his

own fubjec~ts, let him ufe them never fo ill.

Much has been fpoken and written by feveral

authors of the rigor of the Turkifh government

;

let us confider fome particulars of it by way of

comparifon.

The Turks are the conquerors of the Chri--

ftians in the countries they have over-run, and

have a fort of barbarous right to ufe them ill; yet

they never perfecute thern upon account of con-

fcience; they fuffer them for the moft part to in-

habit and cultivate their own lands without diflur-

bance, paying only a Caratch yearly for tribute

;

which, as I have been informed by a minifler of

his imperial majefty's, amounted in Hungary,

Sclavonia, Servia, and Bofnia, only to- about ten

Dollars for an ordinary family in time of peace,

and during a war nothing. It is true, the pro-

priety of all lands in Turky is in theGrandSigni-

of ; but whether it be not better to be only a far-

mer at an eafy rent, than to have the name of a

proprietor without a comfortable fubfiflence, and
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in effect to be matter ofnothing, I leave the reader

to judge.

Th e forcing away children from the poor Chri-

flian parents is accounted a great hardfbip,

though it be for the worldly profit and advance-

ment of thofe children. Bating the point of re-

ligion, it is a fir lefs mifchief to deprive parents

of their Ions and daughters, in order to maintain

them well, than to leave a heavy charge upon their

hands, after having taken away the poUibiiity of

nourifhing and educating them.

The fun, foil, climate, and fituation, with o-

ther natural advantages of the Grand Signior's

dominions, as to profit and pleafure, are infinitely

beyond thofe of other northern countries that we

are acquainted with : in Turky the harbours are

always open, except fome few places in the Black-

Sea, whereas here they are frozen up three or four

months in the year. There the fruits, flefh, corn

and herbs, have double the virtue and nourifh-

ment they have here. The wine there is good

and plentiful, and the very water wholfome and

pleafant ; here the rlrft is fcarce, and the lair, very

bad. In a word, in lbme Chriltian countries of

Europe, there ieems to be moll of the mifchiefs of

a Turkifh government, in an infinitely worfe

climate. Befides, we are to confider, that the

Turks themfelves, who are lords and mailers, Jive

well and pleasantly, and it is their conquered

flaves whom they ufe in the manner above-men*

tioned.

If it be enquired, whether matters are like to

lafl at the fame rate they are now at in Denmark?
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though nothing be more fallacious than a judg*

ment made of the future, I mall not omit (peak-

ing a few words in anfwer.

Many reafons might perfuade one to think,

that the government, upon the bottom it Hands,

cannot jail long : as, in the firft place, that natu-

ral love of liberty, which refided formerly in the

northern nations more eminently than in other

parts of the world. What can be expected lefs

from the defcendents of the antient Goths and

Vandals, who propagated and eftablifhed liberty

in Co many other countries, than to (hake a heavy

yoke off themfelves, which their forefathers were

not able to bear ? efpecially fince this yoke is Co

extraordinary grievous, that the chains which the

neighbouring countries wear, are but ornamental

ones if compared with theirs.

Secondly, the frefhnefs and newnefs of this

alteration of their condition. It being no more

than thirty-two years fince it happened ; and

many remaining yet alive who remember the

days of liberty, and, in their private difcourfes

with their friends and children, make companion

between the pad: and prefent times, and condole

with them the lofs of lb great a bleiung; it might

feem that the opinion of the prefent government's

not being fiifficiently rooted, nor having gained

authority by length of time to fettle, mould en-

courage thofe that find themfelves grieved, to

think of methods tending to a change.

Thirdly, the neighbourhood of the Swedes,

who have ftill their eye upon Denmark, and long

to be fole monarchs of the north, and mailers of

the
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the Baltic-fea. Now the burden being fo great

as it is, one would think the natives, in hopes of

eafe, would rather wifh for, than defend their

country from, an invader ; becaufe they have lit-

tle or no property to lofe, and imagine there is

fcarce a pombility of changing for the worie.

Fourthly, the numeroufnefs of the royal fa-

mily. There being four princes, it will be rare

if concord be maintained among them all, efpeci-

ally fince the younger are like to be but meanly

provided for : fo that frequent occafions may be

taken from quarrels and difputes (which poilibly

in future times may arife among them) of doing

fbmething in favour of liberty.

These reafons might caufe one to make a judg-

ment, that the Danifh government could not long

fubfift as it is. But, on the other hand, there are

no lels weighty ones which would induce to be-

lieve the contrary : for, firft, the ancient love of

liberty feems to be quite extinct in the north, and

in its place to have fucceeded the conveniencies

ofa dull obedience. A miierable life, which jogs

on at the fame heavy rate, has a mixture of me-

lancholy eafe with it, which is preferred before

thole fudden accidents, and brifk traveries, offor-

tune, which commotions would occafion ;efpecial-

ly by a people naturally of an unaftive body and

heavy fpirif, deprefTed by their misfortunes, which

are now grown up with them, and become their

familiar companions.

In the fecond place, the newnefs of the altera-

tion of the government feems to have little or no
influence at prefent upon the people *> for the king

T
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has taken fuck care by reducing ancient and rich

families to a low eftate, by railing new ones, by

making all the people poor in fpirit as well as

purfe, that thirty-two years has had an effect con-

ducing to his purpofe, as much as three hundred

could have done : infbmuch that I verily believe

the Danes do now really love fervitude ; and, like

the Cappadocians of old, could not make ufe of

liberty if it were offered them, but would throw

it away if they had it, and refume their chains.

Pofiibly they would wiih them lefs weighty, but

chains they could not live without- If there be

one or two among fb many thoufands who are

of contrary fentiments, they dare not fb much as

mutter them to their own children, nor would be

heard with patience if they did.

Thirdly, the unity of religion, and the opi-

nions, together with the authority, of the priefls,

ieems to have cut away the root of fedition, from

whence alterations might proceed.

Fourthly, a ftanding army, compofed for the

mofr. part of foreigners, who have no value for

the natives, nor any concern for their welfare.

The court feems to have had this in its eye, when
it railed and maintained fuch an army; but in

procefs oftime the army is become the people ;

that is to fay, the only thing worth the king's

care and affection, and the people nothing ; fb

that no defigns, tending to a revolution, are to be.

feared from them.

Fifthly, the Swedes treat their own fubjects at

fuch a rate, as gives the Danes but little profpect

of benefit by a change j and befides, there is fueh
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a fixed hatred between thefe two nations, by rea-

lon of the injuries they have fo often given and

received, that it is thought impomble that the

Danes, who have been for the moit part the ag-

grefTors, as well as the fufferers, can ever forgive

them. Many judicious perfbns do think, how-

ever, that the Swede would find means to over*

come thefe difficulties, did not the difcontents he

has railed at home make war dangerous to him

;

and the intereft of almoft all the other princes of

Europe concur in the prefervation of the Danes,

under the domination of their own king, by ob-

ftrucYing any further acceflion of power and ter-

ritories to the Swedes. And this is certainly fuch

a bar as cannot be leaped over ; fo that little of

alteration feems to be expected in Denmark from

hence.

Lastly, thofejeaioufies, which ufe to reign in

the families of princes, are not fo common nor

fatal in Germany as elfewhere : the king of Den-

mark is a German prince himfelf, and it is likely

will find fuch means of preferring his younger

fbns, as may content them, either by breeding

them up to the war (which is the moft ordinary

way) or by afligning them apanages in convenient

places not liable to dilpute. Befides, it is no rare

thing in Germany to fee princes fatisfied with

very moderate revenues ; fo that the commonnefs

of the thing takes away the difcontent, which

might arife in high-born fpirits by reafbn of the

lownefs of their fortunes ; and if any wars be in

Europe, thither they all run to get bread and re-

putation. What elfe mould we do for a flock of
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generals in fuch havock as the prefent wars make

of them? therefore, nothing of inteftine commo-

tions feems to be reafonably expe&ed from hence,

that mail alter the form of government. And
from all thefe reafons it may be concluded, that

the prefent ftate is fixed and durable; and that

the people with great difficulty may perhaps

change their mailers, but never their condition.

THE END.
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